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ing, strong-minded women, who talk not about 
Jove and merey, peace on earth and goed-will to 
man, but about copperheads; all manner of wrig- 
gling things com with Democrats; blood; no 
compromise with traitors, and no Union as our 
fathers made it; and at the close of the perform- 
ance he receives a nomination for the Presidency, 
His ears are constantly made familiar with the 
teachings of willful distegard for the Constitutian, 
to such an extent that I feel that it is eminently 
dangerous, See his excellency, too, giving his 
official sanction to the speech of a notorious dis- 
turber of the public peace of this sonnets that 
vile enemy of our-Constitution, Geo omp- 
son, who has been sent here from England to 
teach Americans their duty in thisgreat struggle. 
He spoke in this Hall on the evening of the 6th of 
April, 1864, to the President and Vice President, 
and, as far as I have been able to learn, to their 
entire satisfaction. His speech was reported in 
the official organ of the President, the Daily Morn- 
ing Chronicle, of this city, on the morning of the 
7th, from which I will read an extract or twa, to 
show its character and the character of the man: 

“ Not only is the N: awake, but ! Al agiant, 
she was lana bound > aaa ‘~ cords ; Meena she 
is free to put forth her strength. No constitutional obli- 
gations her. No three-fifths clause sends nfembers 
to this House to defeat justice and give added power to 
slavery. No rendition clause now prevents her from ful- 
filling the divine command. é only domestic insurrec- 
tion the President is now upon to put down is that 


which was hatched in the bosom of the Constitution, 
against which it now directs 


its poisoned 
fangs; and, in this good work, the people of the North are 
wi him 


him, to sustain and aid until the entire brood of 
serpents and all, are banished from the soil.’ 
[Great cheering Oe eee eae ke Oe 


= 

“ Within the lalate or four years it may be said, al- 
most literally, (with regard to. the United States,) that a 
natidn has been born n inthe cause of freed.m. [Great 
(eheers;] 2h ‘here otluaiparts Pebty {cheers ye by hi oa 
cheers,] the hero o} erry, is mag- 
nanimous devotion sod beaiti, sent a thrill of new life to 
the nation’s heart of hearts. [Cheers.] The moral elec- 
tricity of that grand human soul not only galvanized the 
dead bones of social} rottenness in the South, [laughter and 
applause,] but awakened to new life and to new hope the 
ng spirits of the North. (Cheers.} Had it not been 
for John wh’s immolation on the altar of liberty and 
otism, honest Abraham Lincoln could not have been 
resident of the Union, [cheers,] and thus be enabled to 
become the second deliverer of the nation. [Cheers.] And 
had = = a — the cause of ee 

emancipation would have gone backward, probably 
haif acentury.. [‘S0!? and appleuse.] It was the time 
and crisis of the nation’s utmost social, political, atid 
moral need, and the 
of good men, up a man who had a heart,  con-. 


He tells the President that had it not been for 
that old murderer, John Brown, he could not have 
been elected President. A high compliment to be 


not burn under such compliments from such a 


source. Sir, he is indeed the creature of circum- 
stances; and if he is honest he is to be pitied. 
Taking that view of his case, I will commend to 


him a chapter in the History of Rome by Gilbon. | 


That historian describes the character of a wise 
old prince who had resigned the crown after hav- 
ing faithfully served the people, and who, when 
in his retirement, in answer to those who desired 
to'see him again on the throne, would repeatedly 


say: 






edge; he can see 


Ip the igatent of four o five mi to combine 
by hisexalted dign Diekgow!- 





fore him daily? Is he not sold to the yenal cor- 
ruptions of his courtiers? All, and much more, 
is true. 

Mr. Speaker, is the attention of the people not 
yet arrested nor their anxiety aroused? Are they 
not startled at the monstrous strides that have been 
made toward centralized and despotic power? 
Three years of this Administration have L poaped 
over us; three years of mournful and bloody war 
have been suffered and endured by the people; 
three years we have been here legislating in the 
midst of a great military camp; our ears are never 
relieved from the sound of the drum or the tramp 
of armed men; and what have we accomplished? 
By sales of southern lands for taxes, by confis- 
cation, and by a policy for the management of 
abandoned estates, he Administration and its 
favored supporters are acquiring the control of 
the Jands of the South, and the Government is 
attempting to cultivate these lands thus secured 
to the Government under a system of overseer- 
ship, adopting slavery by the wholesale, all under 
the control of executive favor. We have on our 
statute-book a Jaw suspended but for one year, 
which taxes real estate of all kinds at the North, 
with a provision for the forfeiture to the Govern- 
ment of all real estate on which the taxes are not 

romptly paid. Asa matter of course farms for- 
feited will have to be cultivated, and the system 
adopted at the South may and probably will be 
adopted at the North. It will, under this central 
power, be easy to select that class of labor best 
suited to the notion of radicals who may prefer 
the introduction of miscegenation. 

The President now controls an army more 
powerful than the worldeversaw. He dispenses 
a patronage more universal than ever corrupted 
any people. The enormous sums of money he 
controls are counted by the thousands of millions, 
and to make his power absolute a system of na- 
tional banks is establishsd, centering in the hands 
of his appointees the custody of millions that are 
to be used to control the trade, the commerce, and 
the business of the country. 

‘What more is there to wait for to arouse our 
fears? If the Administration is seizing the lands, 


-the sword, and the purge, and the enormous pa- 


tronage and the banking machinery, what more 


can be added to its power to alarm the people? 


But we are not allowed to stop at thie point. By 
the President’s proclamation, which was deliv- 
ered with his last message, he assumes the power 
to reconstruct States, to modify their constitu- 
tions, and prescribes the qualifications of voters; 
a power not exercised by Congfess, not allowed 
but forbidden by the Constitution; a monstrous 
usurpation of the rights of the States. If all these 
rights of the States and the people are centralized 
in. one man, and the people acquiesce, what more 
can | add to define a centralized despotism? 

Sir, in my whole’course here as a Representa- 
tive 1 have been — by a sincere and earnest 
sense of duty. | have at all times and under all 
cireumstafices endeavored to strengthen and up- 
hold. thé hands of those who were endeavoring. 
to uphold the Constitution. I came here wit 
high hopes that an enlightened, conservative pol- 
icy weaned ba pursued that would speedily give 
us union and peacé. This was all that was ed, 
as Ihave shown. The people were ready and 
anxious to do their part. But step by step the 
prosecution of this war has been loaded by®meas- 
ures of a purely partisan character until now the 
country is ing and reeling under their 
weight like a drunken man. Sir, I shall no longer 
hope for relief at the hands of the madmen who 
now rule the ship of State. They are in mutiny 

inst their great commander, the Constitution. 
‘They have proven false to all their oaths, to 


every promise. They have made a mockery of 
thei obligations to law, liberty, and union. They 
talk about the life of the nation. They 


themselves are destroying it with fearful rapidity. 
They are preying on its vitals like hungry vul- 
tures. I turn from them and their party insanity 
in this hour of our deepest peril to their master 












and sovereign as well as mine—the people, In 
them I yet have faith. I yet believe in man's ¢a- 
pacity for self-government, But if the people 


would preserve republican institutions in. this 
land, if they would bequeath liberty to their chil- 


dren, ifthey would save the dearand blessed Union 
of our fathers, let them awake at once to the dan- 
gers which are upon us, i 


There is not an hour 
to lose. If this summer be and our Union 
is not saved we may look for a day of darker 


gloom than ever settled down on any nation. Fi- 


nancial ruin, anarchy, and civil commotion in 
the North, popular discouragement and discredit 


and chaos everywhere, If this miserable fate is 


to be avoided it dan only be done by a pangs in 
the a'ministration of our public affairs. y 
hope and trust and pRorer to God is that the peo- 

le will be warned by the fatal calamities that are 


just impending over them, and that they will 


rally to the rescue; that they will in November 
nextelevate to the Chief Magistracy one who loves 
his country above party, who loves his own race 
better than the. inferior African, who cherishes 


liberty regulated by law, and who, when he has 
taken the oath to support tha Constitation of the 
United States, will not repudiate it with mockery 
and jest whenever his partisan schemes require it. 


There must, in my candid judgment, be mehenge, 
or ruin and disaster will as certainly oveewhelm 
us as that darkness follows the light when the 
sun has disappeared at night. I speak not ag a 
partisan. I have no feeling except to save my 
country. Icansafely appeal to my whole course 
on this floor and at home before my constituents 
in confirmation of that fact. But my confidence 
in the salvation of this country by the party now 
in power is all gone, Whatever of hope | have 
left, lies in a free ballot-box and an intelligent 


and virtuous people. I will trust to a brave arm 


in the field. The ys be wielded by wicked, 
political aspirants for a brief season, but they will 
not at last, when the truth reaches them, fail to 
see the true issue. They went to fight for the 
Union, and the Union alone. They love their 
country, and their whole country, and nothing 
else in this contest, They want no side issues. 
They did not go into the aoe to elevate the 
negro, make him a voter, and place him on an 
equality with themselves, at the expense of their 
own blood so freely shed onso many fields of baile. 
Let the soldier have light on these questions and 
I do not fear the result. I feelthat | have a right 
to apeak thus for the soldier, for no one has ever 
dared to question my devotion to his interest, 
here and everywhere. Those who have gone to 
the field from my district and State without, re- 
gard to party have been followed in an especial 
manner oY er love and care. 

| would call then upon the people, I would call 
upon the Army, [ would call on all honest men 
every where, | would call onthe Lord to combine, 
if itis His will, all the elements of national strength 
for the of the country and the preservation 
of the Union. ltisinda from traitors North 
and South. There are false men in power in 
Washington as well as in Richmond. them 
ali be crushed in both sections and the day of 
dur deliverance will soon dawn. | am determ- 
ined to stand on the deck of the old ship while 
there is a plank abovethe waves I have spoken 
freely and candidly my views on the issues that 
now face us, and 1 have spoken on the very eve 
of that great battle which is to shake the world 
to its center. Thelong roll is about to sound in 
camp on Rapidan, if it has not this day 
sounded, which will call the three hundred thou- 
sand warriors that are now waiting on their arms 
to the work of death. May God direct the issue 
for the good of humanity, and save the country. 

Mr. PERHAM obtained the floor, but yielded 


to ‘ 
Mr. BOUTWELL, who moved that the House 
adjourn. 
he motion was to. 
The House acc ingly (at ten o’clock and 
twenty minutes p.m.) adjourned. 
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IN SENATE, 
Torsnat, May 3, 1864. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Sunpenvanp. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. COWAN presented a memorial of agricul- 
turista, miners, and manufacturers of Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania, praying for the enactment of suit- 
able laws for the encouragement of foreign immi- 

ration; which was referred to the Committee on 
T ericultare. 

Mr. POMEROY -presented the memorial of 
Francis A. Gibbons and F. X. Kelley, praying 
to be reimbursed for money alleged to have ion 
ad vanced and materials furnished in the construc- 
tion of light-houses in California and Oregon in 
the year 1853; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of men and 
women of Hartford, Oneida county, New York, 
praying for the abolition of slavery,and for such 
an amendment of the Constitution as will forever 
prohibit its existence in any part of the Union; 
which was referred to the select committee on 
slavery and freedmen. 

Mr. HARLAN presented a petition of men and 
women of the United States, praying for the abo- 
lition of slavery, and for such an amendment of 
the Constitution as will forever prohibit its exist- 
ence in any part of the Union; which was referred 
to the select committee on slavery and freedmen, 

Mr. FOSTER presented the petition of Mar 
C. Hamilton, wikow of Captain Fowler Hamil. 
ton, United States Army, deceased, praying for 
a pension; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions, 

Mr. WILSON presented a memorial of medi- 
eal officers in the United States service, praying 
for an increase in the rank and pay of medical 
directors of Army corps and of surgeons serving 
under bonds as medical purveyors, equal to that 
of chief quartermasters and commissaries of Army 
corps; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs and the Militia. 

Mr. WILLEY presented the petition of Fred- 
erick Bauer, in behalf of the German Evangeli- 
eal church, of Martinsburg, Virginia, praying for 
compensation for the loss of their house of wor- 
ship, alleged to have been burned while being 
used by Union soldiers; which was referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. JOHNSON presented a memorial of the 
Board of Trade of Baltimore, Maryland, remon- 
strating against the abrogation of the reciprocity 
treaty between the United States and Great Brit- 
ain; whieh was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

He also presented a memorial of the Board of 
Trade of Baltimore, Maryland, praying for the 
establishment of steam lines between the United 
States and the most important commercial marts 
af the world; which was referred to the Committee 
#n Post Offices and Post Roads. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEBS. 

Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, to whom was referred a bill 
(8. No. 177) to authorize the construction of a 
. ore in the oe of Columbia, and 

of other pur ,re it adversely. 

Mr. HARLAN, doch the Commniuiege Pub- 
tie Lands, to whom the subject was referred, re- 
— a bill (8. No. 264) for the disposal of coal 

nda, and of town property in the public domain; 
which was read and passed to a second reading. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
were referred the amendments of the House of 
Representatives to the bill (S. No. 160) granting 
jands to aid in the construction of certain railroads 





in the State of Wisconsin, reported a recommend-. 


ation that the Senate agree thereto. The Senate 
to consider the amendments of the 


House of Representatives; and they were agreed 


to. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
the District of Columbia, to whom was referred 
a bill (H. R. No. 383) to incorporate the ** home 
for friendless women apd children,’’ reported it 


adversely. : 
Mr. An THONY, frem the Committee on 
Printing, to whom was referred a motion to print 


_. she-petition of Geerge B. Simpson, inventor of 


‘ 
the submarine telegraph cable insulated with gutta: 
rcha, praying that he may be remunerai<d for 
is invention, or that the Commissioner of Pat- 
ents may be authorized to rehear his claim, and 
adjudicate ittupon its merits, reported adversely 
thereon, 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. The Committee on Fi- 
nance, to whom was referred the action of the 
House of Representatives on the Senate amend- 
ments to the bill (H. R. No. 198) making appro- 
priations for the support of the Army for the year 
ending June 30, 1865, have instructed me to move 
that the Senate agree to the amendment of the 
text of the original bill proposed by the House 
of Representatives, which is the substitution of 
one word for another which entirely changes the 
sense, the word “Army” having been inserted in 
a clause of the original bill in place of “ arms,” 
which would limit the operation of the appropria- 
tion very much, and embarrass the Department. 
In regard to the amendments of the Senate, in one 
of which the House of Representatives non-con- 
curs, the committee recommend that the Senate 
insist on its original amendment. Then there 
are several amendments concurred in with amend- 
ments. The committee recommend that the Sen- 
ate disagree to these amendments of the House 
of Representatives, insist on our amendments, and 
ask for a conference on these subjects. 

The PRESIDENT pro eee The first ques- 
tion will be on agreeing to the amendment pro- 
posed by the House of Representatives to the 
original text of the bill, which is on page 7, line 
eight, to strike out “*Army”’ and insert “ arms,” 
and to insert a comma after “ accouterments.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 2 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is further 
moved that the Senate disagree to the amendments 
of the House of Representatives to its own amend- 
ments, and insist on its own amendments, and ask 
fora conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. How shall the 
committee be appointed ? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. -By the Chair. 

The PRESIDENT pro . That course 
will be pursued if there be no objection. The 
Chair hears none. $ 

Mr. Fessenpen, Mr. Wirsown, and Mr. Hen- 
DERSON were appointed conferees on the part of 
the Senate. 

BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. ANTHONY asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to bring in a bill (S. No. 
265) to expedite and regulate the printing of pub- 
lic documents, and for other purposes; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of tatives, 
by Mr. Luoyp, its Chief Clerk, announced that 
the House of Representatives had ed to the 
amendment of the Senate to the bill of the House 
— 360) for the prevention and punishment of 

uds in relation to the names of vessels. 

The message further announced that the House 
of Representatives had agreed to theamendments 
of the Senate to the amendmentsof the House to 
the bill of the Senate (No. 31) making a grant of 
lands to the Lake Superior and Mississippi Rail- 
road Company in the State of Minnesota to aid 
in the construction of the railroad of said com- 
pany from St. Paul to Lake Superior. 

The message further announced that the House 
of Representatives had passed the following bills 
an@ joint resolutions; in which it requested the 
concurrence of the Senate: : 

A bill (No. 193) for the benefitand better man- 
agement of the Indians; 
A bill (No. 222) to exti 


riculiural and mineral purposes, 
A bill (No. 414) for the relief of the estate of 

B. F. Kendall; 

A bill (No. 425) for the relief of the Wea, 
eh bill (No. 441) providing for he eam ne 

‘ ing 
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A bill (No. 442) to authorize the President of 
the United States to —— with certain In- 
dians of middle ra relinquishment- of 
certain rights secured to them by treaty; 

A joint resolution (No. 71) for the relief of 
Thomas J. Galbraith, of Minnesota; and 

A joint resolution (No, 72) relative to pay of 
staff officers of the Lieutenant General. 

The message further announced that the House 
of Representatives had passed a resolution re- 
questing’the Senate to return to the House the 
bill (No. 159) for a grant of lands to the State of 
Towa, in alternate sections, to aid in the construc- 
tion of a railroad in said State, and for other pur- 
poses, for the purpose of correcting an error in 
the engrossment of the bill. . 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives had signed the 
following enrolled bills; which thereupon received 
the signature of the President pro tempore: 

A bill (8. No. 198) to aid the Indian refugees 
to return to their homes in the Indian eae: 

A bill (H. R. No. 220) to vacate and sell the 
present Indian reservations in Utah Territory, 
and to settle the Indians in the Uinta valley; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 360) for the prevention and 
punishment of frauds in relation to the names of 
vessels. ° 

HOUSE BILL RETURNED, 


The Senate proceeded to consider the resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives requesting 
the return of the bill of the House (No. 159) for 
agrant of lands to the State of lowa, in alternate 
sections, to aid in the construction of a railroad 
in said State, and for other purposes; and 

On motion of Mr. HARLAN, it was 

Ordered, That the Secretary be directed to return the said 
bill to the House of Representatives agreeably to its request. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills and joint resolutions from 
the House of Representatives were severally read 
twice by their titles, and referred as indicated be- 


low: 

A bill (No. 377) making appropriations for the 
payment of the awards made by the commission- 
ers appointed under and by virtue of an act of 
Congress entitled ** An act for the relief of per- 
sons for damages sustained by reason of the dep- 
redations and injuries by certain bands of Sioux 
Indians,’’ approved February. 16, 1863—to the 
Committee on Finance. 

A bill (No. 193) for the benefit and better man- 
agement of the Indians—to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

A bill (No. 222) to extinguish the Indian title 
to lands in. the Territory of Utah suitable for ag- 
ricultural and mineral purposes—to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs. 

A bill (No. 414) for the relief of the estate of 
Bede Kendall—to the Committee on Indian Af- 


A bill (No. 425) for the relief of the Wea, Pe- 
oria, Kaskaskia, and Piankeshaw Indians, of 
Kansas—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

A bill (No. #4} providing for the removal of 
certain stray of Indians from the State of 
Wisconsin—to the Commitee on Indian Affairs. 

A bill (No. 442) to authorize the President of the 
United to negotiate with certain Indians of 
middie Oregon for a relinquishment of certain 

secured to them by treaty—to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. jas , 
0 


A joint resolution (No. 71) for the relief 
ith,of Minnesota—to the Com- 
= ye anon ae ie : i 
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ish the Indian title || Mr. HOWE. 1 move that the Senate resume 
to lands in the Territory of Utah suitable for ag- || the consideration of the i 
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Peoria, || quorum in order to expedite ; and that 
|) ase pri question, according to the decision 
as residing Officer of the Senate. 1 trust 


Senator from Wisconsin will allow me to 
the Committee on the Ju- 
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diciary be discharged from the consideration of 
the resolution concerning a quorum of the Senate, 
and that we may settle that question this morn- 
ing. 1 do it simply to expedite business. I 
think if we adopt that resolation it will enable 
the Senator to get rid of his bill much better, and 
enable us to dispose much better of all the busi- 
ness of the Senate. I will submit that motion, 
with his consent. 

Mr. HOWE. Very well. Sei 5 

Mr. FOSTER, fore the question is taken, 
I simply wish to say that that resolution has been 
cbnaiderea in the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
that an expression of opinion adverse to its pas- 
sage has been cepoiewne by a majority approach- 
ing to unanimity in the committee. At the last 
meeting of the committee prior to the absence of 
the chairman in consequence of the ill health of 
his family it was discussed, and as it was not 
supposed that the Senate were in special haste in 
regard to the matter it was laid by until another 
meeting of the committee, which will occur to- 


morrow. 

Mr. SHERMAN, In making the motion I 
did not wish for a moment to reflect on the Ju- 
diciary Committee. I knew that the chairman 
of the committee was detained from the Senate 
by sickness in his family; I believe by the death 
of one member of his family and the sickness 
of another; and another member of the commit- 
tee is also absent. I therefore made the motion 
in order to expedite the business of the Senate, 
without any desire to trouble the Senate with any 
longer discussion on the subject. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN. [I offered a series of reso- 
lutions which were referred to the committee. I 
ask for the reading of the first resolution, which 
is the only one upon which I now desire action. 
I do not wish to delay the Senate by taking up 
the others. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The first 
question will be on postponing all prior orders 
and taking up the resolution for consideration. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolution, sub- 
mitted by Mr. Saerman on the 7th of March last: 

, That a quorum of the Senate consists of a ma- 
jority of the Senators duly chosen or qualified. 

Mr. SHERMAN. | willread the clause of the 
Constitution upon which this whole matter turns. 
It is the first clause of the third section of the first 
article: 

“The Senate of the United States shall be composed of 
two Senators from each State, chosen by the Legislature 
thereof, far six years; and each Senator shall have one 

e. 


vot . 
The only question is whether a quorum of the 


Senate consists of a meny, of those duly chosen 


by the Legislatures of the States, or whether it 
consists of a majority of all who by possibilit 

may be elected members of the Senate. I thin 

the grammatical construction is perfectly plain. 
The Senate is to consist of ‘* two Senators from 
each State, chosen by the. slature thereof ;”’ 
but until a person is chosen by the Legislature 
he is nota Senator and cannot be-counted. The 


grammatical construction is so plain that I can- 


not add to it. Cana man bea tor until he 
is chosen by the State Legislature? That is all 
T wish to say about the grammatical construc- 


tuon. Ay Xe 59 
As rds the precedents, they have been both 
the F ‘ penerenle hee oe 
. Foor,] inthe very able argument 
made on this subject during the last Congress, in- 
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over t ; ents, but of the first two prece- 
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now before me. The second one I will read: 
scene oii ah oe twelve States ap 
January j and were re considered sidered a ae 


_ Twelve are nota majority of twenty-four, but 


af 


Gass considered a quorum. 
But itis: ed that: of 
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second time the 
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. As 
beelected, 


‘this point was raised is this: 


| sion since I have been a member of the Senate. 


motes | 


twelve were considered a quorum. There being 
one vacancy, the number was reduced to twenty- 
three, and twelve were a majority of those elected, 

But again, the Constitution uses precisely the 
same language in regard to the House of Repre- 
sentatives. The first clause of the second section 
of the first article provides: 

‘The House of Representatives shall be composed of 
members chosen every second year by the people of the 
several States,” &c. 

The language is precisely the same; but the 
House of Representatives have definitely settled 
this matter. Gpen an appeal from the decision of 
the Chair, by an almost unanimous vote they have 
declared that the majority of those chosen or 
elected members of that House constituted a quo- 
rum. Here,is the action of the House of Rep- 
resentatives upon precisely the same language, 
which is a precedent to some extent, 

But I think the Senate decided this question 
substantially for itself by a very important vote, 
to which, by the way, the chairman of the Judi- 
ciary Committee called my attention, and told me 
it would probably influence his vote on the sub- 
ject; and that is a vote which was taken on the 
2d of March, 1861. It will be remembered that 
Congress at that time passed a resolution propos- 
ing a certain amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States. When that resolution was under 
eonsideration in the Senate, the point was made 
by the Senator from Illinois (Mr. Trumput] 
that it required two thirds of the whole Senate to 
concur in the proposed amendment. ‘ 

“Mr. TROUMBULL raised a question of order whether, the 
joint resolution being a proposition to amend the Constitu- 


tion of the United States, it did not require an affirmative 
vote of two thirds of the members composing the Senate.” 


The language of the Constitution upon which 


“The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses 
shali deem it necessary, shall propose amendments to this 
Constitution,” &c. 

The question was, whether “two thirds of both 
Houses’’ did not require two thirds of all that 
could by possibility be in the Senate or House of 
Representatives. The point was distinctly raised, 
and the Senate by an almost unanimous vote— 
by a vote of 33 yeas to 1 nay—decided that it 
only required two thirds of those present. 
_ Tsay then, Mr. President, on the ground of 
grammatical construction, on the ground of pre- 
eedent, and | might add on the ground of neces- 
sity, the construction I putupon the Constitution 
is the plain one. The framers ofthe Government 
never intended that their schemes should be bro- 
ken up and this Government di nized by the 
absence of the representatives of some of the 
States caused by death, secession, or anything of 
that kind. We are now justin that critical con- 
dition when we cannot call for a division on a 
question. We are afraid to call fora division, we 
are afraid to take the sense of the Senate, for fear 
we shall be left withouta quorum. At five o’clock 
last night on the of an important bill we 
were left withoutaquorum. Under these circum- 
stances | deem it my duty to bring the question 
to the attention of the Senate with the hope that 
we may now have a vote upon it. 

Mr, FOSTER. 1 am not about to detain the 
Senate from the vote which the honorable Sen- 
ator from Ohio wishesto have taken. | expressed 
my views briefly on this subject at a former ses- 
sion, and am not now disposed to repeat them. 
They would not bes thened by repetition. I 
may be wrong certainly (and when I differ from 
the honorable Senator from Ohio perhaps the pre- 
mae is that | am wrong) in my cc-nstruction 
of the Constitution. The general ground, how- 
ever, on which he puts it, to wit, the necessity of 
the case, 1 submit to him with great confidencé 
does not by any means exist, nor will the change 
of the quorum obviate the evils of which he com- 
plains.. He says that we adjourned last evening 
at fiveo’cock for want of a quorum. It is trae; 
but there were several members either in the Cap- 
itol or within call of the Capitol at the time. e 
have a few times during shis session been com- 
pelied to adjourn for want of a quorum, and but 
a very few-times only—fewer either this session 
or the last for that reason than any previous ses- 


Since our members have been diminished we have 
had what 1 deem aconstitutional quorum present 
during a longer period of each day than at any 





| prom prior to our diminution of numbers by the 
i 


ure of States to elect Senators. ~ 

‘If we make the change asked for by the Sena- 
tor from Ohio, what will be the consequence? A 
smaller number will make aquorum; what then? 
Every member will then feel ,what he does not now 
feel, that he may be away from his seat in the 
Senate, not perhaps absolutely with impunity, 
but still he can go without the risk which attaches 
to him if he goes now. A heavy responsibility 
is now felt by every Senator for himeelf, if he be 
eee as our States have said we are qualified 

or seats in this body, but he will feel that respons- 
ibility diminished when this change is made, and 
he will not be by any means as likely to be in his 
seat as he now is, and we shall have fewer mem- 
bers — than we have ndw. Inmy judgment 
it will be more difficult to obtain a quorum when 
the quorum is reduced to the number which the 
Senator from Ohio says is the proper constitu- 
tional quorum than it is now. It will be more 
‘troublesome to find that number here on a vote 
than it is to find the constitutional number under 
the present rule ona votenow. The more the re- 
sponsibility is divided the Jess itis felt. On that 
ground, therefore, if there were no other, I should 
insist upon following the rule which I believe has 
been uniformly adhered to from the foundation 
of the Government, unless possibly there may be 
one or two exceptions, fixing the quorum on the 
principle I contend for, at the number which it is 
now held to be. I will not, however, as i sug- 
gested, occupy the time of the Senate, 

Mr. DAVIS. I will respectfully suggest to the 
honorable Senator from Ohio that he make this 
subject the special order for some early day, 
when it can receive more consideration than it 
can receive this moreing 

Mr. SHERMAN. In reply, f will only say 
that this whole question depends simply upon 
the construction of two clauses of the Constitu- 
tion, and it has been now before the Senate for 
three years, I haye not pressed it, It has been 
discussed and conversed about a great deal, and 
I believe the Senate are ready to vote upon it. 
I think the adoption of this resolution will ex- 
pedite our business, and at the same time we 
shall come to the correct constitutional rule, It 
is due to the Senate that we should settle the ques- 
tion one way or the other at once, If the Senate 
decide against it now I shall never bring the 
question up. again. All I want is to have the 
vote of the Senate bg it. 

Mr. DAVIS. I do not make the suggestion 
from any desire to protract or put off unnecessa- 
rily or wantonly the considetation and decision 
of this question; but it strikes me that it is one 
of the most important that has ever come, or can 
ever come, before Congress. I am aware that it 
has been discussed heretofore. I listened with 
great pleasure and instruction to the elaborate and 
able speeches of the Senator from Vermont [Mr. 
Foor] and the Senator from Connecticut | Mr. 
Foster] on this eubject during the last Congress. 
I think it important to every member of the Sen- 
ate, whether he heard those debates or not, and 
especially to the new members of the Senate who 
have taken their seats in the body since those de- 
bates ete Pees they should be reproduced; 
that the able and satisfactory reasons against this 
proposition presented in those debates by the gen- 
tlemen whom I have named, as well as others, 
should be again presented tothe Senate. I do not 
desire to have thediscussion protracted. | should 
be perfectly willing to hear a few gentlemen who 
have investigated end who understand the subject 
present their views, and then,so far as | am con- 
cerned, that the Senate shall take a vote upon it. 
But to press to a vote this morning, on a few 
minutes! consideration, so important a question 
as this, involving the number of Senators that 
under the present condition of circumstances may 
constitute a quorum to do business, it seems to 
me would be precipitating one of the most im- 
portant ingu in which this body can be en- 
gaged. I suppose no gentieman expected this sub- 


jeet to come up for debate this morning, unless 


it was the gentieman from Ohio. __ 
Mr. SHERMAN. I gave notice of it yester- 


day. 

Mr. DAVIS. canes Lye pare 
called it up yesterday; not myself 
thaught. thes k woeld-be beonght « for debate 
thie morning. If the gentleman will consent to 
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let it go over until to-morrow morning, I shall 
have no objectiun to its consideration then and to 
a prompt decision of the question by the Senate. 

y object is not delay; but L merely want the 
arguments for and against this important proposi- 
tion again reproduced and presented in a concise 
form to the Senate and the country. I suggest 
that it be postponed to and made the special order 
for to-morrow at a quarter after twelve o’clock. 

The PRESIDENT pro 
ator from Kentucky submit that motion? 

Mr. DAVIS. Yes, sir; | move that the further 
consideration of the resolution be postponed to 
and made the special order for to-morrow at a 
quarter after twelve o’clock, - 

Mr. SHERMAN. I am never disposed to 
pense any gentleman toa vote onaquestion when 

eis not prepared for it; and at the s stion of 
some Senators around me, with the understanding 
that thewesolution be made the special order for to- 
morrow at half past twelve o’clock, I will consent 
to a postponement, 

Mr. HOWE. The motion of the Senator from 
Kentucky is to postpone it until a quarter after 
twelve o'clock to-morrow. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I am perfectly willing to 
agree to that; but I hope we shall then dispose of 
the subject. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CLAIMS OF WISCONSIN. 


Mr. HOWE. I now move that the Senate 
roceed to the consideration of the unfinished 
usiness of the morning hour of yesterday. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the joint resolution (S. No. 8) for 
the relief of the State of Wisconsin, the pending 
question being on the adoption of the amendment 
so from the Committee on Public Lands. 

r. FESSENDEN. Mr. President, I do not 
suppose it is possible to call the attention of Sen- 
ators to this question, although it involves a great 
deal of money. I noticed yesterday when the 
honorable Senator from Indiana [Mr. Henpaicxs ] 
was speaking, that, with the exception of the 
Senators from Wisconsin, I believe 1 was the only 
Senaror who attended to what he said, so that the 
argument on that side of the question was not 
heard, and [ presume this will fare no better. 
Still, { feel inclined to do what I can to call the 
attention of the Senate to it a little further. 

It is true that the Territory of Wisconsin or- 
ganized a company to open a canal to connect 
the waters of Lake Michigan with those of Rock 
river; and that company was authorized to apply 
to Congress to get a grant of land for the purpose 
of aiding in opening that canal. The Congress 
of the United States, it seems from the act grant- 
ing this land, were of opinion that it was advisa- 
ble to do it for the benefit of the United States, 
as well as for the benefit of the canal company 
itself. ‘Phey expected to derive a benefit from it 
in two ways: first, in having the canal for use; 
and in the next place, probably, in increasing the 
value of their land. ey granted, therefore, the 
alternate ‘sections of land, and made these pro- 
vieions: ' 

* Provided, That the e e 

thebranches thereof, shetl be und rover remela's pastte 
highway, for the use of the Government of the Guited 
States, free from any toll or other charge whatever for any 
property of the United States, or persons in their service 
passing through the same: Provided, That sald main canal 
shall be commenced within three years, and ed in 
e years, or the Onited States shall be entitled to receive 
Reber cut ar easneaceereaear ke 
ritory shall be vatid.” ” 

Thus the United States parted with the land 
and made a provision to secure to themselves the 
results of the sale of the land if the canal was not 
completed within ten years, It seems from these 
two provisos that the United States were induced 
to grant these lands for the benefit that they ex- 
pected to derive in using the canal free for their. 
own Pet posse, and made i a condition that they 
should receive back the money for which the 
lands might be if the canal was not com- 

| within three years and finished within ten, 

Then, in the sixth section, they further provide: 

«Phat the said State of Wisconsin’ — h 
Not yet a State at that time— 


* Tne. leachepad or eibtatnion be 
See ea a ae a 


. Does the Sen- 


Senator from Indiana, 
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> 
said lands, at the price at which the same shall be sold, not 
less than $2 50 per acre, if the said main canal shall not 
be commenced within three years and completed within 
ten years, pursuant to the provisions of the act creating 
said canal corporation.”’ 
And then came the seventh section: 


“That, in order to render efficient. the provisions of this 
act, the Legislature of the State to be erected or admitted 
out of the territory now. comprised in Wisconsin Territory, 
east of the Mississippi, shall give their assent to the same 
by act to be duly passed.”? 

lt is contended here that as the State of Wis- 
consin never did give its ** assent to the same b 
act’”’ of the Legislature, it is therefore not at all 
responsible, and the reportis predicated upon that 
idea. The simple facts as I understand them were 
these: the Territory of Wisconsin became under 
that act substantially the trustee of these lands; it 
went on and made sales; individuals connected 
with the corporation put into the work a certain 
amount of their own funds; they were to receive 
the benefit. It seems, however, from the state- 
ments made, about which there is no dispute, that 
after a while the Territory became rather tired of 
the businessand was disposed to appropriate these 
lands to its own use to stop the operation, and a 
petition was sent to Congress substantially to that 
effect, but Congress under a report—a very able 
one, as has been properly e by the 
present Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Howarp,)} 
then a member of the House of Representatives, 
which demonstrated the injustice of that proceed- 
ing so far as the canal was concerned and those 
who were interested in its construction, decided 
against that application, and the project fell 
through. The territorial authorities, however, 
according to the statement, about which I suppose 
there is nd dispute, went on and sequestrated the 
proceeds of these lands, so far as the sales were 
concerned, to the use of the Territory, but they 
did it. under certain resolutions passed by them 
which are stated at length in the report. I will 
read them: 

“ Resolved by the Council and House of Representatives of 
the Territory of Wisconsin, That the receiver of the canal 
Jands shall pay over to the treasurer of the Territory,all 
moneys which may arise from apy salé of the canal lands, 
except the sum which shall be required to defray the ex- 
penses of the sale, and the said treasurer is hereby author- 
ized to receive the same; and the said treasurer of the 
Territory of Wisconsin is hereby required to execute to the 
Governor of the Territory and his successors in for 
the use of the Territory or future State of Wisconsin, a 
bond in the penal sum of $50,000, to be approved by the 
Governor, conditioned for the faithful discharge of his 
duties as treasurer. 

“ Resolved, Thatthe moneythus received into the treas- 
ury of the Territory shall be liable for all debts due from 
said ‘Territory, and the said treasurer is hereby authortzed 
to pay and discharge the same in the same manner and for 
the same purposes as any other money in said eee 

“ Resolved, That the money so received shall be lia 
to be, and so much thereof as shall Seer arena: 
appropriated to the payment of the expenses of holding the 
convention to form a constitution for the State of Wiscon- 
sin the current year, and may be paid out in such manner 
as the convention shall provide. 

% Resolved, ‘That the faith of the Territory and future 
State of Wisconsin is hereby pledged to to the said 
canal fund the sum which shall be dive . 

» when- 


ever the'same shal! be required to be repaid, for the purpose 

Congress in making the 

lenpal rapt’ and ail jaws contravening these are hereby 
peal a 


The report and the remarks made by the honor- 
able Senator from Indiana draw a distinction be- 
tween the Territory and the State of Wisconsin. 


this obligation on which alone it was to be . 
That may di of the obligation technically 
under the sixth section of that act; but then the 
question arises what the equitable claim is first 
between the State which has received these funds 
and the Congress of the United States; and then, 
What the obligation is between the corporation and 

nting the Government, which 


Congress, represe 
| has parted with i for ific d 
Lam unable, wo far as this equitable obligation t 


concerned, to see the distinction that is attempted 
to be drawn in the of the honorable 
jween the Territory and 

the State. With achange of name, it is the same 
The money was received by the Terri- 


tory and went to 


when the State became such, and the distinction 
that. is attempted to be drawn, although i 


in pursuance 


SAS es ast 


benefit of the Territory; | 
consequently it went to the benefit of the 


May’3, 


I cannot on any principle understand how the 
State which was made out of the Territory, and 
which has through the Territory received ull the 
benefits of the fund, is to be distinguished from 
the Territory itself. It is introducing what to me 
would seem to bea new potete It may be 
illustrated in this way: if I incur a pecuniary 
obligation by the receipt of money belonging to 
another person, and go to the Legislature and 
get my name changed, the equitable obligation 
remains on me no longer to pay the money, ac- 
cording to the argument! I cannot understand 
the force of it. But here in these resolutions 
under which this fund was appropriated ear 
verted to other purposes, taken out and >is 
a specific obligation to pay back to the canal fund 
the money that they thus perverted—for what pur- 
pose? because that is left out of the argument of 
the honorable Senator from Indiana—for the par- 
pose of executing the trust; that is, completing the 
canal, and not to appropriate it for any other par- 
pose, or to repay it for any other ico 

I am merely stating the facts, and all the argu- 
ments, in my } nt, arise on the facts stated. 
Then the question arises: this money having been 
thus appropriated , Wisconsin ied to be ad- 
mitted as a State, and in her application to be ad- 
mitted as a State she asked permission to sell the 
portion A . 8 whi eer and #4 
use the s for certain ific purposes, an 
to dave thea counted aga ‘per of ther five hun- 
dred thousand acres of land granted by the act of 
1841, and to appropriate the five per cent. fund 
for the use of schools. Congress was asked to 
assent to that arrangement and Congress gave its 
assent. It was a petition of the State itself that 
it might beso, as one of the articles of admission. 
What did Congress say? They say they do as- 
sent to it, but they say in assenting: 

“ ‘That the liabilities incurred by the territorial 
governifent of Wisconsin under the act entitied ‘An act 
to grant a quantity of land to the Territory of Wisconsin 
for the purpose of aiding in eee canal to connect the 


waters of Lake Mich of Rock river,’ here- 
inbefore referred to, be paid and discharged by the 
State of Wisconsin.” 


Now, the argument ig that when we passed that, "- 
all the obligation that was upon the Territory was 
simply to repay the amount of money that might’ 
be due to the canal company, to y what they 
had advanced; that whatever the individual stock- 
holders had put in should be repaid to them,and ’ 
that they should be freed entirely from the obli- 
gation to complete the canal; that no one was to 
account to the Government for the money received 
from the sale of the lands, when the express lan- 

of the resolution of the Territory was that 
the fund diverted should be repaid for the purpose 
of completing the contract that was entered into; 
and now the State of Wisconsin having received 
the money, having sold the land, ere the 
money into her treasury, comes forward here and 
says substantially: ‘*The obligation of the Terri- 
tory was just to make good to these stockholders 
what they may have expended, and to make noth- 
ing good to the Government of the United States, 
ar from the fact that the canal has never been 
completed ”?—— 

The PRESIDENT pro . The Chair 
must interrupt the Senator to call up the unfin- 
ished business of yesterday, which is now before 


the Senate. 
Mr. HOWE. What is the unfinished busi- 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The unfin- 
ished business is the joint resolution appropriat- 
ing $25,000,000 to pay for one hundred days’ vol- 
Mr. FESSENDEN. { think itis hardly worth 


while to defer that; I suppose we can take a vote 
on it at once. tin F 


|| mess? ’ 


the do ant and the Senate were di- 
g on the main q » I think it is best to 

se tha 

“Mr: HARLAN. r that the Sen 
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the joint resolution as I have not yet had 2 


portunity to do, and I therefore move that thi 
previous be over informally until 
the Senator from ine concludes his remarks. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That order 
will be made, if there be noo jon. The Chair 
hears none. The Senator from Maine will pro- 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I desire to add nothing 
in reference to this matter, but to state the facts 
as | understand them, because | think they pre- 
sent a case that it is-reallyim e tohave any 
misuoderstanding about. Bear in mind the ar- 
gument of the tor from Indiana is founded: 
upon the idea thatthe faith of the Territory and 


‘the future State of Wisconsin, when they took 


this money, was only pledged to make good what 
might be lost by the stockholders of the company, 
but the pledge is that it shall be repaid * for the 
purpose of executing the trust created by Con- 
gress.” What other interest had Congress in 
making this large grant of land than to have the 
trust executed, than to have the canal made for 
the general benefit? That is all the interest Con- 
gress had in it. It gave this land under specific 
conditions, and for that single and sole purpose, 
so far as ress was concerned, that the United 
States might have the benefit of the canal; and 
when the Territory, which was the trustee, a 
propriated the money it was under that specific 
pledge to repay it all, (because it could give a 
good title to the lands,) for the purpose of exe- 
cuting the trust; and when the State of Wiscon- 
sin came in the provision was that ‘‘ the liabilities 
incurred by the territorial government of Wis- 
consin, under the act entitled «An act to grant a 
quantity of Jand to the Territory,’ &e., shall be 
paidand discharged by the State of Wisconsin.” 
Although the State of Wisconsin never passed an 
act to accept the liability imposed by the sixth 
section of the act of 1838, she took the money and 
put it into her treasury; and I contend that under 
any state of circumstances that is an equitable 
waiver, and when she comes to us, the party that 
granted the money, and asks us to yive it to her 
simply because she did not accept that act, I think 
we may first say to her, * If youask us to refund, 
we insist that you perform the obligation which 
owought to have assumed by the act of your 
Legislature before we do it.”’ . 
hat, then, is the simple state of the ease as it 
stands on the action of the several bodies in re- 
lation to the matter as 1 understand it. When 
the State of Wisconsin was admitted, the usual 
cremereee made “ five hundred Pe acres 
0 -for general purposes, and also five per 
cent. of the proceeds of the sales of public lands. 
The canal never was completed; the State of 
Wisconsin appropriated the money; the affair 
broke down; the ten yearsexpired. It is nearly 
twenty years since the State was admitted, and 
more than twenty years since ee: 
Nothing has been done; the has been aban- 
doned; the ‘Government has derived no benefit 
from it. May not the Government well assume,’ 
when acting with the Territory of consin, 
which sold this land,and with the State of Wis- 
consin which has received the benefit of it, and 
which has assumed the obligations of the Terri- 
tory, that they would see that the trust was exe- 
cuted? I apprehend that was the natural conclu- 
sion to which the Government of the United States 
must come. But the nt is, that inasmuch 
as the United States allowed the State of Wis- 
consin to put itself in the place of the Territory 
without passing an act of the Legislature on the 
subject, therefore, notwithstanding the Govern- 









metit have derived no benefit, are substan- 
fer} ad lose the — tees 8 which they 
. ha given. It is . a large portion 
of the argument of the honorable Senator from. 
Indiana has been predicated upon this idea, that 
it would be very unfair, and’ he has argued it at 
length, to take this money away from those in- 
pron fp ey bt ta 
on for what they had. d, as it has 

no . Thereis no dispute about 
that, The we ape notes oon 
Wesay of Wisconsin having mis- 
appropriated the money, having taken it to her- 


her treasury, stopped the work, 









tions in equity on the part of the United States and of the 
State of 


‘dressed to our 


has received to the United States. But the State 
of Wisconsin says, ‘‘ No, they shall be paid out 
of the proceeds of the lands estimated at one half 
the value fixed in the original act,”’ which is $1 25 
instead of $2 50 an acre. 

The Milwaukee and Rock River Canal Com- 
pany put in a certain amount of their own funds 
eeon>ty into this work. The Territory 
of Wisconsin misappropriated this money and 
prevented their going on with the work and de- 
riving a benefit from it; but when they did so they 
said, by the very resolution which they d 
in order to accomplish it, that it was their duty to 
pay these men back this money for the purpose 
of completing the work, certainly within the time 
limited—ten years—and hand it over to them, so 
that it might be done and they might get the 
benefit of the grant. Then they came to Congress, 
as I said before, and petitioned Congress to allow 
them to appropriate it to other purposes. Con- 
gress said, ‘‘ You may appropiate it to other pur- 
poses provided you assume all the obligations of 
the Territory;” that is to say, to hand over this 
money so as to have the canal completed within 
the ten years. And now, because Congress agreed 
td that proposition of the State of Wisconsin the 
State of Wisconsin comes forward and says, 
** You waived all your rights against us, and are 
no longer entitled to-call upon us to do anything, 
but we will appropriate this money to a certam 
extent.”” This resolution is very curiously 
drawn. It is not drawn upon the principles of 
the report at all; because, if the State of Wis- 
consin is correct in the ition that we waived 
our rights the whole of this fund should be given 
up. that I do not propose to speak. ° 
. But the main question is here: the Territory of 
Wisconsin took this money and agreed when 
they took it to pay it over for the purpose of com- 
pleting the ‘canal; the State of Wisconsin agreed 
by a proviso to the bill admitting the State into 
the Union to assume all these obligations; they 
did not perform the obligation; thé canal was not 
built; and now the State comes fo. ward and says, 
‘*Itis your duty to pay all these advances and 
losses of this company out of this very fund 
which, by our obligation, we ought to pay back 
to you, never having completed the canal at all.” 
That is the simple proposition, as [ anderstand 
it; and if anything more or less can be made out 
of it, I should like to hear it done. 

Let us look a little at the logic of this report: 


' The next question that arises is, what are the obliga- 


isconsin toward the canal company growin 
out of the grant of lands for the benefit of that company 
The company was organized under the hope of obtaining 
the land grant. That hope was excited by the provisious 
of the act of incorporation, and was realized in the eae 
The grant was munificent, and, in connection with the 
stock subscriptions, was atthe time believed to be sufficient 
to secure the completion of the canal. . In the eventof the 
construction of the work, the stock of individual subserib- 
ers would have been of value. Induced, no duubt, by the 
expectation of receiving dividends, or that the State, pur- 
suant to the provisions of the charter and of the act of Con- 
gress making the grant, would purchase the stock, payin 
ts par value with interest, individuals subscribed stock an 
paid their money, which was used in a partial construction 
of the work. Then the territorial government disregarded 
the trust and diverted the fund, and subsequently the Uni- 
ted States and the State of Wisconsin aogelesend therein, 
and by their action the State received an 
other » the granted lands, so far as they remained 
unsold. ‘Thus, by the action of the territorialgovernment, 
in diverting the canal fund, and by the action of Congress 
and the State of Wisconsin in diverting the unsold canal 
lands, the means were withdrawn whereby the canal vy 
have been built and the stock rendered of value, or the 
stock with interest have been paid for, and thus the com- 
y and the stockho were prevented the enjoyment 
a benefit which they had a right to expect under the acts 
of the eee ature and of Congress. The cor- 
poration ee ee ees ee 
I agree to all that; but who shall payit? The 
United States agreed, at the request of Wiscon- 
sin, to ‘et Wisconsin take the money, but said to 
the State, ** You shall perform these obligations.’’ 
It isnot the Milwaukee and Rock River Canal 
Compaen comes forward and asks relief of 
us, but the State of Wisconsin, that refuses to pay 
over this money and relieve these men from any 
obligation she had assumed, is the applicant. 
This argument would be a very good one, as ad- 


River Canal 3 but it 8 to be that 
it is in sede atthe trans of sawed which 


‘was bound to pay this money, and now comes 


Government of the Uni 


enjoyed, for an-, 





equitable considerations, if it was |) 
an argumentin favor of the Milwaukee and Rock 


= 


forward and asks us to pay it out of the money 
which should properly come back to us, The ar- 
gument, therefore, is addressed to us in favor of 
a trustee that has not performed its duty, or rather 
a& premissor who has not performed its promise, 
but calls on the Government to performit, That 
is the simple statement of the matter. 

It is very singular that this claim should have 
rested for such a long series of years with no ap- 


plication made in relation to it, and should come , 


upon us just a, this time when we want all the 
money we have got. 


How does this matter come up in this way > 


It seems that Wisconsin, like all the other new 


States, was allowed the five per cent. on the sales... 


of the public lands; but the Land Office has a 
rale that it pursues ip all these cases. If a State 
has received more than it is entitled to receive, as 
the Government has no remed insta State and 
cannot sue a State, if the Land. Office has funds in 
its hands belonging to that State, it makes a prac- 
tice of holding on to those funds im order to secure 
the liquidation of the obligation due to the Govern- 
ment; that is, to make itself good. Now, here 
is an obligation on the part of the State of Wis- 
consin, an equitable obligation, to say the least 
of it, to pay over all these proceeds within a rea- 


sonable time for the purpose of having this canal _ 


completed, The State of Wisconsin declines or 
neglects to do so, and the canal is not completed. 
Allthe benefit which the United States was to re- 
ceive from it is lost. Then the State of Wiscon- 
sin comes forward and claims to receive this 
money without performing its obligations. The 
States says, ‘‘ No, we 
will hold on to this five per cent. until you have 
paid us what, under the equity of the act, to say 
ngthing of the technical legal ground, you were 
to pay us incase the canal was not completed,’’ 
That is the difficulty which this joint resolution 
seeks to avoid. 

With reference to the perfect legality of that 
proceeding of the Land Office, I have here, but I 
will not trouble the Senate by reading it, an opin- 


ion given by Attorney General Cushing. An. 
c. Crit- 


opinion had previously been given by 
tenden, I think, to the same effect; that it was 
perfectly legal and right on the part of the Gov- 
ernment to take that money. 

Mr. HOWE. Mr. Crittenden’s opinion was 
the other way. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I thoughtit was the same 
way. It is so’ stated in the letter I have here, 1 
have not read the of ‘nion. 


Why, sir, if we yield here to Wisconsin we. 


shall be obliged to yield in other cases. The State 


of Iowa 1 understand has received more landa 


than she was entitled to receive, and her fund, or 
a portion of it, is held off to in precisely the same 


way. I believe there are some other States that 


are in the same condition. Now, if the Govern- 


ment is té6 be unpaid, if States that receive by ac-. 


cident more than they are entitled to are not to ac- 
count for it because y cannot be sued and we 
cannot hold on to any funds we may happen to 
have arising Gut of land sales belonging to them, 


‘that is one thing; but it strikes me it is perfectly — 


legal and proper that this course should be pur- 
sued. Sen is the only one that will secure 
the interest of the United States under circum- 
stances of this description. 

With regard to the particular provisions of this 
resolution, it provides gubstantially—and, as I 
said before, I cannot see upon what ground it 
should provide anything on the principles of the 
report that has been made to the Senate—that 
these lands are to be accounted for to the United 
States at the rate of $1 25 per acre, and so much 
more as they were actually sold for, The ori- 


ginal provision was thatif the canal was not built ___ 


they should be accounted for at the rate of $2 50 


an acre; and that is the way, as [ understaud it, , 


that the account is actually made up as against 
the State of Wisconsin, If there is any equity 
or any reason arising star 
the case from the gales, &., why the amonnt 
should be diminished for which they are to ac- 
count, that is another question which | do not 
feel d d to interfere with, Other gentlemen 
can ju much better than Ican in regard to 
that. I think the Commissioner of Public Lands, 
in a communication which 1 have 


of the Govern- 


ng out of the circumstances of 


before me in.. 
relatien to this t, statee the whole case very 
fairly.” Pa the 
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ment and the principle on which the matter is 





- settled, and he says it might be just not to charge 


them so much as $2 50 an acre under the circum- 
stances. That may be so. However, I do not 
feel disposed to argue that, 

What i contend against is, that the State of 
Wisconsin should on the principles of this report, 
which seem to be most singular to me, undertake 
to say that it is under no obligations whatever to 
the Government of the United Bates, aod that the 
Government of the United States are under obli- 
gation, out of this money which the State of Wis- 
consin has received and appropriated to other 
purposes, to pay these stockholders of the canal 
company the amount they had invested in it, when 
the Government of the United States has utterly 
failed by the action of the Territory and the State 
to get one dollar of value for all this ** munificent 
dopation,’’ as it is called in the report, that was 
made to the Territory of Wisconsin. 

I intended, as I said before, to merely state the 
case as | understood it, without consuming time 
by arguing it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
will now call up the order of the day. 

Mr, HGWE. Will the Chair indulge me in 
making thissimple remark? This resolution will 

o over now, I understand, at the request of the 
nator from Lowa, ae Haran.) I wish to 
say to him and to all other Senators who have 
taken any interest ia this matter, that I wish they 
would examine the resolution by to-morrow, so 
that there need be no otcasion for a further post- 
ponement, T want the Senate to understand the 
subject thoroughly, and | want them to be pre- 
pared to act upon it the next time we get it up. 


ONE HUNDRED DAYS’ WESTERN VOLUNTEERS. 


The PRESIDENT pro . The Senate 
will resume the consideration of the order of the 
day, which is the joint resolution (H.R. No. 69) 
for the payment of volunteers called out for not 
less than one hundred days, The question is 
on the passage of the joint resolution, and upon 
that question the yeas and nays have been or- 


red. 

Mr. HALE, I wish to say a single word on this 
subject, as [ stand somewhat peculiarly related to 
it, having Bpoken against it and shall now probably 
vote for it. My opinions are strong and decided as 
to theimpolicy of this measure. tn my judgment 
it is an unwise one. But I find that very many 
gentiemen with whom I ordinarily act, and whose 
judgment I generally regard with great defer- 
ence, to wit, my two friends from. Massachu- 
setts, the chairman of the Committee on Finance, 
and others, entertaining substantially, as some of 
them have expressed, the same views on the sub- 
ject that I do, notwithstanding that is their pri- 
vate opinion, think that the emergencies of the 
country are such and the situation of this matter 
is such that they will vote for this resolution, and 
I shall probably take that course myself. It is 
of very little consequence to the country, I sup- 
pose, how any individual Senator votes, but it 


-may be of some importance to himself; and I 


wish, therefore, to state that while my judgment 
condemns the proposition as unwise and inex 
dient I am unwilling to put myself in a position 
that might by any possibility be construed as 
opposing any measure which the Administration 
think necessary and wise to put down this rebel- 
lion, I do not believe this will do it, but it 
seems they think it will. The President of the 
United States, acting on his responsibility, has 
seeti fit to accept these men and callthemout. | 
should have been glad if the majority of the Sen- 
ate had thought proper to arrest the measure 
where it is, and py exactly and liberally and 
honorably every dollar that has been expended— 
not to repudiate, but to preserve the public faith 
in full. But as such does not seem to be the course 
that is indicated by those with whom I ordinaril 
act, rather than separate from friends with chew! 
have souls tt tah a yrets I shall on this 
occasion yield my judgment to the better judg- 
= ed wiaer men and hao el the — 
etrai: very peculiar cirsumstances in 
which this resolution oF Sneed and in which the 
country now finds itself, 


The question being taken by and nays, 


resulted—yeas 23, nays 14; as follows: 


act that I believe comprehends the 
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Howard, Howe, Lane of Indiana, Lane of Kansas, Mor- 
n, Morrill, Ramsey, Sherman, Sumner, Van Winkie, 
ifley, and Wilson—93, 

NAYS—Messrs. Buckalew, Carlile, Chandler, Davis, 

Harding, Henderson, Johuson, Nesmith, Pomeroy, Powell, 

Riddle, Spraguc, Wade, and Wilkinson—14. 


So the jointresolution was passed, 

Mr, CONNESS. I voted ‘* yea’’ on the pas- 
sage of the resolution for the pu of giving 
notice of a motion to reconsider. 1 now give that 


notice. : 

Mr. FESSENDEN.. Then the question will 
be on the reconsideration. Letus take it up now. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Sen- 
ator from California make a motion to reconsider? 

Mr. CONNESS. No, sir; not now; but I 
give notice that I shall make that motion, 

Mr. WI N. Is that matter disposed of? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is in the 
power of the Senate. , 

Mr, DOOLITTLE. I understand the motion 
to reconsider is entered. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. . It is. 

Mr. CONNESS. ‘The notice, not the motion. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The notice of 
a motion. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Does it not go over, as a 
matter of course? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The practice 
is to retain the bill until the motion is made. 

Mr. JOHNSON. But does not this motion lie 
over until the nextday at the instance of any Sen- 


ator? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. | take it the joint reso- 
lution has passed, and must go to the House of 
Representatives. 

‘Phe.PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolu- 
tion is passed, but the usual practice of the Sen- 
ate has been to detain a bill qr resolution for a 
time under a notice of a motion to reconsider. 
The Chair will suggest that it is competent for 
any Senator to move to reconsider, and the Sen 
ate can decide the question now. 

Mr, FOOT. Has that motion been made? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It has not 
been made; there has only been a notice of such 
a motion, 

Mr. FOOT. I take it, the resolution is not to 
be detained with a view to wait somebody’s pleas- 
ure to move a reconsideration, 

The PRESIDENT protempore. Ithas usually 
been done. : 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I will make the mo- 
tion to reconsider. 

Mr. HALE. I hope that that course will not 
be taken. I have never known it done, within 
my recollection, in the Senate where any gentle- 
man—under the practice we have two or three 
days in which a reconsideration can be moved— 
has given notice of that reconsideration, that some 
other member introduced the motion and pressed 
the consideration of it immediately for the pur- 


pose of depriving the Senator giving the notice 
of the constitutional right which he and bas 
of moving areconsideration. [tis competent for 


the Senate to do it no doubt, but it is a course 
that I have never known pursued in Senate 
since I have been a member of it. 
’ Mr. FOOT. The motion is now made for re- 
consideration. 
Mr. HALE. I know it is; but that isa thing 
I have never known done. 
Mr. CONNESS. If this course had been take 
just prior to an adjournment there would have 
test an evident propriety then in forcing a vote 
at this time; but under circumstances | did 
not expect that the motion would now be made. 
However, if Senators desire to in that 
course they are welcome to it so far as I am con- 
. Sir, I feel—I will not continue my re- 
marks more.than amoment—that before this res- 
olution shall pass, if it passes at all, there should 


be some limit imposed upon it other than is now. 


imposed. I feel it very seriously and solemaly. 
Itis notan ash of esamitanas on part, but an 


sige, aves Unis morning, which I could, not i: 

ven this w not in- 
trude core the ate, as the Senate adjourned 
yesterday pending a call upon this question, 
conuinaed me that this measure should not pass, 
at least in its present condition. I intended to 


z 


dan ecg ana! ah ub 


a reconsideration now; but if the Senate see fit 
to vary their own rule for the pu of bring- 
ing on a vote, of course [ have nothing to say. 
r. LANE, Mr. President, the 
people of five States are now engaged in raising 
aoe that are to be paid by —— resolution. 
I believe that the best interests of the country are 
involved in the immediate raising of these one 
hundred thousand troops, and that a few hours’ 
delay is oo to my country. I was not 
aware of the rule or the custom suggested by the 
Senator from New Hampshire—— 
Mr. HALE. The Senator misunderstood me. 
I did not say it was a rule. I said it was the in- 
variable practice so far as I knew. — ; 
Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Well, in this body 
that isa rule. Ido not want to do anything to 
violate the courtesies of the Senate. Before | with- 
draw my motion, however, [ appeal to the Sen- 
ator from California in behalf of the country that 
while I withdraw my motion he will withdraw 
his motion.. There is but one feeling so far as 
the executive branch of this Government is con- 
cerned, They are earnest in their desire to have 
this resolution passed without a moment’s delay. 
Mr. CONN . Mr. President, I have no 
bargains to make here. When, only a few ar 
0, the honorable Senator from Maine [Mr. 
ESSENDEN} pare such a notice of recommenda- 
tion as this, i did not feel as though it was my 
right to object. If the Senate shall see fit to de- 
part from ite usage in this case at the instance of 
the Senator from Kansas, if he shall press his 
motion, I shall at least stand justified in the prem- 


ises. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I have too much re- 
8 for myself, and too much respect for the 

nator from California, to su t a bargain. 
Itisas enunciation, when | appeal to him 
on behalf of his country to withdraw his motion 
that he should call that a proposition for a bar- 
gain! I ann ne Reeen neat for —_ too —— 
respect for thi » to pro a bargain. t 
as Riseene to be a yfolation of ahe courtesies of 
the Senate I will withdraw my motion. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion 
to reconsider is withdrawn. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I am not satisfied that 
this matter shall go over by default, as if it were 
any violation of any courtesy or any practice or 
any usage of this body for a Senator who votes 
with the majority on any proposition to move to 
reconsider, whether another Senator has given 
notice that he shall move to reconsider or not. 
There never has been any such practice or any 
such u » to my knowledge, in the Senate. 
The rule fixes the time within which any person 
voting with the majority can move a reconsidera- 
tion. If this question is suffered to pass off in 
this way it may be considered hereafter as if 
there was some violation of the courtesy due to 
one Senator giving notice of such a motiog for 
another to move a reconsideration. I to 


the older members on this floor if there has been © 


any such tice or any such usage. 

Me. COLLAMER. i wish to inquire whether, 
on the final of a bill or resolution, a no- 
tice that a motion will be made within two days 
to reconsider would keep the bill or resolution 
from being sent to the Executive? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Always. 

Mr. GRIMES. Never. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I wish to be understood. 
I do not'mean a motion to reconsider, but the no- 
tice that such a motion would be made, which 
may or may notbe made. Birks 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair is 
informed that it has been the custom of the Senate, 
in such a case, to withhold the bill fora time from 
the House of Representatives. The Chair is not 
aware that it has ever occurred, on the final pas- 

2 of a bill, to withhold it from the Executive. 

. ER. ‘I wish the matter under- 

stood. Has that been the custom when a notice 
has been given of a motion to reconsider ? 

PRESIDENT pro tempore. it has been 

the custom, when a st has been made or a 

sinheghot sikdaed ia therambay 00 

made, for the bill to be retained in the custedy of 

i Mg. JOHNSON. 1 was about to say that I 
the usage has been uniform. I am 


favor of dering the passage of tide rlooke: 
Gh ncnen tsb enbilty of the Senate have de- 
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cided to pass it. But the rule of the Senate gives 
two days in which to enter the motion to recon- 
sider, and if a Senator gives notice of the propo- 
sition to reconsider the bill is always retained. 
The Senate of course have a right to say that it 
shall not be retained; but I only speak of what 
has been the usage. fi 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. This resolution as I un- 
derstand has passed by a yote of 23in the affirm- 
ative to 14in the negative. I understand itto be 
clearly the purpose of the majority of the Senate 
to pass it. It is of that class of measures that is 
necessary to be passed at once if passed at all, 
and that ought to take effect atonce. 1 therefore 
renew the motion to reconsider, and will ask a 
vote of the Senate upon it at once. 

The motion to reconsider was not agreed to. 


BUREAU OF MILITARY JUSTICE. 


Mr. WILSON. I desire to call up the report 
of the committee of conference on the bill to es- 
tablish a Bureau of Military Justice. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I hope the special order 


will be taken up, and then I shall have no objec-- 


tion. Will that report take any time ? 

Mr. WILSON. I hope not. ° 

The PRESIDENT e. TheChair will 
call up the bill which is the order of the day, the 
bill (H. R. No. 395) to provide a national cur- 
rency, secured by a — of United States bonds, 
and to provide for the circulation and redemption 
thereof, and-that bill is now before the Senate. 

Mr. WILSON. Now, with the consent of the 
Senator from Ohio, I make the motion that I have 
indicated. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the report of the committee 
of conference on the’ di ing votes of the 
two Houses on’ the’ bill (H. R. No. 208) to es- 
tablish a Bureau of Military Justice. 

The Secretary read the report, as follows: 

The committee -of conference appointed to take into 
consideration the di ing votes of the two Houses on 


the bill of the House No. to establish a Bureau of Mil- 


iwry Justice, having met, full and free conference, 


have agreed to recommend and do recommend to their re- 
spective Houses to agree as follows : 

That the Senate recede trom their several amendments 
to the bill of the House of ves, and agree to 
the same without amendment. , 

Mr. HALE. I wish to know of the chairman 
of the committee if that report leaves the offi- 
cers of this bureau to be paid as the officers of the 
Army are to be paid? 

Mr. WILSON. Yes,sir. | 

Mr. HALE. Then I hope the Senate will not 
agree to it. : 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to know 
what were the points of dispute. 

Mr. WILSON. I will state the whole matter 
in a very few words. The House of Represent- 
atives passed a bill establishing a Bureau of Mil- 
itary Justice, making the head of that bureau a 
brigadier general, and giving him two assistants 
with the rank ‘of colonel. ‘The Committee on 
Military Affairs of the Senate had the impression 
that the rank of major would be sufficient for those 
assistants, and they so reported. When the bill 
was before the Senate that amendment of the Com- 
mittee was lost and an amendment was adopted 
that the two assistants should have a salary of 
$3,000 a year, and the Judge Advocate General 
shone have a salary of $4,000 a year, with the 
ran at § brigaiier general. The House of Repre- 
sentatives did not concur in those amendments, 
and a committee of conference was appointed. 
The question came up in that conference whether 
the committee would agree to the amendments of 
the Senate. The facts were presented, the sta- 

istics and points argued in the committee; and 


tistics 8 é 
the Committee on the part of the Senate receded 


en 


from the amendments of the Senate. In the first 






place, they considered that it was making an invid- 

General Holt? The Adjataat General, General 
0} ahe in ner 

Taylor, General Meig all the other heads 





and all the 
of these other burea 3, have the y and emolu- 
ments of a brigadier general “The head of this 
M ; Bureau has as much wD Emaend 
offic he rnment. During the first three 


. 
my . 






mon ht thousand and sixt 
cea Seas 
_ Delo wat the for 

they had there , an one thitd of the 


The country is suffering at a rate, per- | 
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haps, of millions of dollars a year because this 
business is not keptup as it ought to be. Itwas 
stated that we ought to have these two additional 
officers with the rank of colonel at any rate; that 
we wanted two able and strong men in these po- 
sitions who would have the proper inferior offi- 
cers under them detailed, so that the immense 
business which comes from the armies of the 
country could be promptly disposed of. The pe- 
cuniary interests of the country and the adminis- 
tration of justice and the government of the Ar- 
ay require this business to be kept up promptly. 

e are to-day some eight or nine thousand cases 
behindhand. 

Mr.GRIMES. How many officers have you 
got in that bureau? 

Mr. WILSON. There are a few detailed offi- 
cers. I do not know the number, 

Mr. GRIMES, This bill diminishes them. 

Mr. WILSON. I think not. At any rate, the 
committee of conference thought on the presenta- 
tion of the facts of the case that the Senate ought 
to recede from these amendments, and they have 
so reported. ; 

Mr. COLLAMER. I wish to ask the Senator 
one question. What will be the difference be- 
tween passing the House bill and passing our 
amendments? =. 

Mr. WILSON. | think the difference in the 
aggregate wil! be frontwo to three thousand dol- 
larsa year. It will be the difference between the 
pay and emoluments of a brigadier general and 
$4,000 and the pay and emoluments of two colo- 
nels and a compensation of $3,000. That is the 
difference. 

Mr. HALE. I wish the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts would inform the Senate how much 
quicker the same men will get through with the 
business, which he says clogs up this office, by 
giving them'the rank of colonel? 

Mr. WILSON. The Senate by its vote determ- 
ined to give these assistants that rank. That 
was not the question.in the committee of conser- 
ence. The only question there was the question 
of compensation. The Senate gave these assist- 
ants the rank of colonel. 

Mr. HALE, How much quicker would they 
get through the business by having the rank, pay, 
and emoluments of colonels than if they had a 
fixed salary? How much does he think the busi- 
ness would suffer by giving them a fixed salary? 
The argument for agreeing to this report he tells 
us is the great amount of cases that ate now on 
hand, and the great necessity of their being dis- 
posed of at once. I wish to know how much 
more quickly they will be disposed of by paying 
these men the uncertain sum, the amount of 
which nobody knows, ofthe pay and emoluments 
of colonels, than if they bad a simple salary of 
three or four thousand dollars a year. Sir, it is 
a vicious way of paying salaries. It is a way 
that I have fought ever since | have had the honor 
of a seat on the floor of the Senate, I shave la- 
bored again and again to have this system aban- 
doned in the Army.  Itis now abandoned in the 
Navy. We pay there a fixed salary, and there 
is no difficulty aboutit. We oughtto pay a fixed 
salary inthe Army. But here it is proposed to 
extend this uncertain payment to the civil service; 
for this is nothing but a part of the civil service. 
It is a court, a judicial tribunal that you are es- 
tablishing to try military offenses; and, in my 
humble judgment, itis not only not necessary but 
absurd to give it any such rule as this. I think 
the thing is so vicious that the Senate ought not 
to ee eas This i8 a very 
simple thing. e House insist upon paying 
judicial officers by a standard, qiadGating their 
pay according to the rank and emoluments of cer- 
tain officers of the Army, and I-venture to sa 
that there is not a manin this Senate who can tell 
what they are. Besides, in some years it will be 
more than in others, and under‘some circum- 
stances it will be more than others. | think they 
ought to be paid a fixed salary. ‘If $3,000 is not 
enough, I would give them $4,000; | would give 
them anything; but | would know what | gave 
them. I hope the Senate will not concur in this 


rt. 

r. WILSON. I will say to the Senator from 
New Hampshire that if his views prevail we 
shall be departing from what has always been 
the policy of the Government. His objection 
applies to our Adjutant General, to our Quarter- 
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master General, to our Commissary General, and 
to General Ramsey of the ordnance department. 
They all receive the pay and emoluments of a 
brigadier general, whatever they may be, and 
this is to be a military bureau. Colonel Holt is 
now filling the place, By this bill we make him 
a brigadier general, I venture to say there are 
very few men ip the Government or the country 
who labor more hours or render greater service 
to the country than Colonel Holt is doing in that 

lace. 1 think he would feel, his friénds would 
eel, and we should all feel that it would be o 
degradation to him to make a general of him and 
at the same time notgive him what we give other 
brigadier generals. e have made the Provost 
Marshal General'a brigadicr general. I do not 
wish to underrate the importanee of that office, 
but we have made him a brigadier general with 
all the rights, privileges, and pay of a brigadier 
general, and now it is proposed to select General 
Holt out and degrade him, and degrade the offi- 
cers under him, in a department of this Govern- 
ment overwhelmed with business, and in which 
they have got to bring great legal learning and 
great industry. 

Mr. HALE. 1 do not wish to occupy time, 
but if this thing is to go on, why not make the 
Solicitor of the War Department a brigadier gen- 
eral? 

Mr. WILSON. That is a different thing. 

Mr. HALE. It is a different thing, because 
one is a judge and the othera solicitor. They 
are both civil officers. These are civil officers to 
all intents and purposes. 1 hope the Senate will 
adhere to the position they have taken. «1 ask 
for the yeas and nays on the question of concur- 
ring in this report. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 18, nays 16; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Anthony, Clark, Collamer, Conners, 
Doolittle, Foot, Fuster, Howard, Lane of Indiana, Lane 
of Kansas, Morgan, Morrill, Powell, Ramsey, Sumner, Van 
Winkic, Willey, and Wilsou— 18. 

NAYS—Messrs, Buckalew, Carlile, Chandler, Cowan, 
Davis, Fessenden, Grimes, Hale, Harian, Henderson, Joha- 
a, Pomeroy, Sherman, Sprague, Wade, and Wiikiason 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is no 
quorum voting. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Two Senators have 
left the Chamber who will be back in a few mo- 
ments. I was told to inform the Senate that the 
Senator from Oregon [Mr. Harpe} would be 
absent but for a little while. I therefore move 
that the absentees be called again. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The vote has 
been annotnced. 

Mr. GRIMES. I move that the Senate ¢o 
now we oe I do not see any use in sitting 
here when there is no quorum present. 

Mr. FOSTER and Mr. POMEROY called for 
the yeas and nays, and they were ordered; and 
2 taken, resulted—yeas 10, nays 23; as fol- 
ows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Buckalew, Carlile, Collamer, Connoss, 
Cowan, Davis, Grimes, Hale} Riddle, and Samner—10. 

NAYS—Mesers. Anthony, Clark, Doolittle, Fessenden, 
Foot, Foster, Harlan, Henderson, Howe, Jobnson, Lane of 
Indiana, Laneof Kansas, Morgan, Morrill, Pomeroy, Pow 
ell, Ramsey, Sherman, Sprague, Van Winkle, Wilkinsoa, 
Willey, and Witson—23. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senate 
refuses to adjourn, but the vote shows that the 
Senate is without a quorum. | 

Mr. DOOLITTLE, | I move that the Sergeant- 
at-Arms be directed to request the attendance of 
absent members. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I havean objection to that. 
I have heretofore objected to it, and I object to it 
now. Unless you direct the Sergeant-at-Arms to 
keep those who are now here present it will do 
no good to send the Sergeant-at- Arms after those 
who are not to get them in, 

Mr. WI iN. the doors. 

Mr.COLLAMER. Nosucharrangement has 
ever been made in this Senate. There is no rule 
for it, and we cannot do any such thing. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I believe some business has 
interposed since the last motion to adjourn was 
made, I will therefore renew the motion to ad- 
journ. Ido not think there is any use in us sit- 
ting here withouta quorum. I ask for the yeas 
and nays upon the motion, 


The and nays were ordered. : 
The eee eens 
Mr. FOOT Cor his name war called) said: 
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———— 
I shall vote in the affirmative, assuming that there 
is no probability of getting a quorum to-day. 

Mr. RIDDLE ‘= en Mr. Sautssuay’s name 
was called) said: | wish to state that my colleague 
{Mr. Savu.spury] is detained at home by sickness 
in his family. 

The cunle was then announced—yeas 17, nays 
15; as follows: 

YEAS— Mesers. Buckalew, Carlile, Collamer, Conness, 


Cowan, Davis, Foot, Grimes, Henderson, Pomeroy, Ram- 
a Sherman, Sumner, Van Winkle, Wade, and 
iltey —17. 
NAYS—Messrs. Clark, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foster, 
Hale, Harlan, Howe, Johnson, Lane of Indiana, Lane of 
Raat Morgan, Morrill, Powell, Wilkinson, Wilson 


























































So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned, _ 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespar, May 3, 1864. ~ 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
y the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Caannina. 


he Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. SCHENCK obtained the floor. 
JUDICIAL DISTRICTS IN VIRGINIA. 


Mr. WILSON. 1 ask leave, with the is- 
sion of the gentleman from Ohio, to take from the 
Speaker's table’ bill of the Senate No. 256, to 
change and define the boundaries of the eastern 
and western judicial districts of Virginia, and to 
alter the names of said districts, and for other 
purposes, for the purpgse of having it referred. 

© objection was made; and the bill was taken 
from the Speaker’s table, read a first and second 
time by ids title, and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 


TREATY WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 


Mr. McBRIDE. 1 ask the unanimous consent 
of the louse to have Senate bill No. 187, to carry 
into effect the treaty between the United States 
and her Britannic Majesty for the final settlement 
of the claims of the Hudson’s Bay and Paget Sound 
Agricultural Companies, for the purpose of refer- 
ence. 

No objection being made, the bill was taken 
from the Speaker’s table, read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 


LAND GRANT TO KANSAS. 


On motion of Mr. WILDER, by unanimous 
consent, bill of the Senate No, » making an 
additional grant of lands to the State of Kansas 
to aid in the construction of railroad and telegraph 
lines, was taken from the Speaker’s table, read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mitice on Public Lands. 


LAND GRANT TO IOWA. 


Mr. ALLISON. Iask the unanimous consent 
of the House that a message be sent to the Sen- 
ate asking the return of House bill No. 159, for 
& grant of lands to the State of Lowa, in alternate 
sections, to aid in the construction of a railroad 
in said State, and’ for other purposes, in order to 
correct an error in the en ent. 

There being no objection, it was so ordered. 


INCREASE OF SOLDIERS’ PAY. 


Mr. JULIAN. I would ask what is the regu- 
lar order of busineds? ’ 

The SPEAKER, The Chair is not yet aware 
for what purpose the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
Scaenck] obtained the floor. 

Mr. SCHENCK. _I have authority from the 
House to report back from the Committee on 
Military Affairs the bill of the Senate (No, 145) 
. equalize the pay of soldiers in the United States 

rmy. 

The SPEAKER. If that bill is not reported 
now, the bill reported from the Committee on 
Public Lands last Tuesday evening will be the 
first business in order. 

Mr. SCHENCK. _I propose to 
now. 

y Affairs to report the bill back with an 
tin the nature of a substitute. I move to 
strike out all after the enacting clause, and to in- 
sert ih tieu thereof the following: 
THA on ae — Way of 
nh the 
ss.thean sae! 
date, also, the pay of non-commissioned officors shail be 
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1 am instructed by the Committee on Mit 
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increased as follows: shall receive eighteen dol- || relation to the pay of colored troops as relates to 
lars per months; sergeants, including commissarics? and |! the rajaing of the pay of all the private soldiers, 
derly sergeants, twenty-four dollars per month; and ser- B The first section, therefore, which was the fifth 
geant majors, twenty-six dollars per month. in the bill as recommitted, simply contains, as we 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Army ration i i 


have reported it, a general provision increasin 
the pay of private soldiers from thirteen dcllarne 
month to sixteen dollars a month, with an addi- 
tional provision for increased pay to non-commis- 
sioned officers, who gentlemen will understand 
are an exceedingly valuable class of officers , stand- 
ing between the commissioned officers and the pri- 
vates, if made as efficient as they ought to be, We 
propose to give to corporals two dollars a month 
ee to privates; they now receive no addi- 
tional pay. e propose to give to sergeants two 
dollars <poab saree tend corporals; we propose 
to give orderlies or first sergeants four dollars 
more, and sergeant majors two dollars a month 
— aa that. - - 
ow, Mr. Speaker, su ing that every gen- 
tleman here has made meas sind! whether he 
will vote for an increase of pay to the soldiers or 
not, I do not propose to enter inte any discussion 
upon that subject. There may be adifference of 
opinion between members as to what amount of 
increase ought to be granted. Some are in favor 
of raising their pay to fourteen dollars, some to 
fifteen dollars, some to sixteen dollars, the rate 
we have agreed upon, and some at a higher rate. 
The Committee on Military Affairs have determ- 
ined, considering all the circumstances, consid- 


shall hereafter be the same as ided by law and regula- 
tions on the lst day of July, 1861: Provided, That the ration 
of pepper prescribed in the eleventh section of the act to 
promote the efficiency of the corps of engineers and of the 
ordnance department, and for other purposes, approved 
March 3, 1863, shall continue to be furnished as heretofore. 
But nothing contained in this act shall be construed to alter 
= commutation value of rations as regulated by existing 
jaws. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That so much of the 
fifth section of the act entitled “An act to authorize the 
employment of volunteers to aid in enforcing the laws and 
protecting the public property,” approved July 22, 1861, as 
provides that each company officer, non- cominissioned offi- 
cer, private, musician, and artificer of cavalry shall furnish 
his own horse and horse equipments, and shall receive 
forty cents per day for their use and risk, is hereby re- 
pealed, except only so far as the same may hercafter be 
made to apply and relate to mounted troops called into the 
oven of the United States for a term not exceeding six 
months. 

on 4. eg be it further nee, mae and ones 
the e of this act the of clerks o ymasters in 
the Armyrot the United States shall be $1,200 | per annum. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the thirty-first 
section of an act entitled “An act for enrolling and oe 
out the national forces, and for other purposes,” approve 
March 3, 1863, be, and the same is hereby, so amended as 
that an officer may have, when allowed by order of his 
proper commander, leave of absence for other Cause than 
sickness or wounds, without deduction from his pay or al- 
lowances: Provided, ‘That the te of sueh 
shall not exceed thirty days in any one year. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the provisions of 
the first section of this act shall terminate and expire at the 
end of the present rebellion. 

Sec. 7. And be it enacted, That all laws and parts 
of laws inconsistent with the provisions of this bill are 
hereby repealed. 

Mr. COX, I ask the gentleman to yield to me 
a moment, not for the pospens of making a speech, 
but for the purpose of offering in good faith and 
in all sincerity an amendment from this side of 
the House to increase the pay of the private sol- 
dier two dollars a month and the pay of the non- 
commissioned officers two dollars a month. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Ohio yield for that purpose? 

Mr. SCHENCK. [| cannot. I pro to call 
the previous question on the bill after a brief 
statement in relation to its contents. 

Mr. COX. The other day the gentleman made 
a speech upon this subject, and this side of the 
House had no opportunity of saying a word in 
reply. Now, sir, we upon this side of the House 
desire to propose to the other side, and allow a 
test vote to be taken upon it, to raise the pay of 
the private soldier to a point that will enable 
him to purchase the necessaries of life for his 
family at Tt ey rice of living. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I ask the gentleman from 
Ohio whether he will not at least allow us to sub- 
mit a proposition to make a discrimination be- 
tween white and colored soldiers, I wish to 
propose eighteen and twenty dollars a month re- 
spectively for the colored and white soldiers. 

Mr. ENCK. I cannot yield. 

Mr. DAWSON. I want to know of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio if he will not give me an op- 
portunity, as chairman of the caucus of the Dem- 
ocratic party of this House, to pro what 
they have instructed me to propose for raising 
the pay of the soldiers before he demands the 
previous papetoel lL hope the pay of the private 
soldier will be increased to not less than twenty 
dollars a month in the present depreciated cur- 


rency. 

My. SCHENCK. No, sir, I shall demand the 
previous question, and if the Democratic caucus 
are more numerous than the Union caucus they 
can vote down the demand. ~ 

Mr. DAWSON. Very well, let thatgoas the 


soldiers, what has been done in rd to bounty, 
what has taken place upon the subject of the cur- 
rency, and the ability of the Treasury to meet 
the demands upon it, to leave it to the House to 
adopt or reject our proposition. 
he next section provides for the reéstablish- 
ment of the Army ration at what it was in )861, 
atthe commencement of this war. We ascertained 
from the Commi General—in the report that 
I have upon my table—that that ration is ample. 
Every one who has been in the service knows it 
to beso. The ration was increased from eighteen 
to twenty-two ounces of bread, eighteen being 
more than is allowed to any other soldiers in the 
werld, and twice as much as Jeff. Davis’s sol- 
diers get. What was added to the ration only 
increased the waste and difficulty of transporta- 
tion without the soldier getting actually anything 
more than he did before. There has been a pro- 
vision by which the surplus of rations might go 
to a post or regimental fund, but in no case has 
it gone to the individual soldier. Without taking 
anything away from the soldier—I speak of the 
icuilesindtinahwats add three dollars in cash to 
is pay. Going back to the ration of 1861 and 
what it wasin January, 1864—I have no later esti- 
mate—it makes a difference in the entire ration 
of one cent and ninety-nine one hundredths. As 
I have said, the entire ration in the field is scarcel 
possible-to be used, It makes then in one mont 
a difference of fifty cents if the soldier realizes it, 
which he does not, So really, taking nothing 
from him, and making a saving to the Govern- 
ment, we give him in lieu of it what he would 
pretty some five or six times that sum in cash to 
added tohis pay. There isa part of the ration 
increased since 1861, which the Senate and House 
Military Commitee on consultation with the War 
Department thought it proper to retain. I refer 
to the allowance of pepper. 

Section three refers to the provision allowing 
forty cents a day toa man who furnishes his own 
horse, and limits that to the cases where the men 
are called out for a short time, not exceeding 
three months, Thatis aspoees to the law, on the 
application of the ed u, communicated 
to us by the Secretary of War, who approvesit, 


gentleman’s answer. and because it is found in practice a great deal of 
-Mr. KERNAN, I want to ask the gentleman || abuse and little or no advantage has n from 
from Obio in his statement of the provisions of || that provision of law. 
this bill to explain wherein they differ from the || There is a section providing that the pay. of 
of ihe. pre bill, é paymasters’ clerks shall be $1,200 year. 
r. SC CK. I will do so, I had sup- nittee have in this de: the 
cone tnat ovesys le would understand 1t. || eral rule which they have adopted for themselves, 
ous bill No. 145 izes the pay of soldiers, || not to recommend an i of the pay of any 
ing the the colored to the stand- |} officers or clerks. They have this ¢ 
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of clerks in the t, and no hi | 
tis the only increase that -the committee have 
reonininhaal te cone of officers or clerks. 


In another section we provide for repealing the 
rovision of law as it now stands in reference to 
ves of absence. Officers, as it were, have been 
fined by a deduction from their pay and allow- 
ances even when absent by leave. That has been 
found iri practice to operate harshly on some of 
the best of our officers. Men who have been ab- 
sent two dr three ‘could not visit their fam- 
ilies even with a leave of absence except with a 
deduction from their which they could ill 
afford, Itis provided t officers may have leave 
of absence without deduction of pay provided that 
the leaves of absence shall not exceed thirty days 
in any one year. It is proposed in the bill from 
the Senate that the officers should have leave of 
absence ten days at a time. e Committee on 
Military Affairs of the House have thought that 
that was not a fair provision, for the reason that 
while it would be a benefit to soldiers serving in 
armies near home, as in the army of the Potomac, 
it would be of little benefit to the soldiers in Ten- 
nessee and Georgia, who would require more 
than ten days to get home and back again. We 
agree that the officer may take it in parcel or in 
the aggregate, as his commander may allowhim, 
but it is not to exceed thirty days in any ohe 
han 1} Thirty days would allow an officer at a. 
istant point to visit his family and return, 

e next section provides that the increase of 
pay provided in the first sectionshall expire with 
the termination of the present rebellion. Congress 
will be left to take care of the Army in the future 
as to the amount of pay, 

The next is but a repealing clause; and this is 

therefore an exposition of all the contents of the 
bill. I hope my friend from New York is satis- 
fied with the explanation I have given. Without 
entering into any discussion, sypposing that every 
gentleman has made up his mind, and is able to 
vote upon the bill now, either to reject it or to 
pass it, I move the previous question, 

Mr. ROSS. I ok permission of the gentleman 
from Ohio to offer an amendment to strike out six- 
teen dollars a month forsoldiers, and inserttwenty 
dollarsamonth. Ta 1 to the honorable chair- 
man of the Military Committee to take the sense 
of the House on that point, 

Mr. SCHENCK. I am acting under the in- 
structions of my committee, which directed me 
to make this report. If voted down, of course 
gentlemen can offer any other proposition which 
they may consider better. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Will my colleagueon 
the committee allow me to make a s stion in 
regard to the pay of quartermasters’ clerks, which 
is reduced abe is bill? 

_Mr, SCHENCK declined to withdraw the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. HOLMAN called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs, Dawson 
and Scuenck were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 71, noes 40. ee 

So the previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered, which was on agreeing to 
the substitute reported by the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, 

Mr, KING. I desire to ask a question of the 
chairman of the Military Committee for informa- 
tion. The seventh section is one which presents 
some difficulty to my mind, It the fifth 
section of the act of 1861, which allows.a mounted 
volunteer forty cents a day forhishorse. I wish 


to know from the chairman of the mittee on 
Military Affairs whether it is intent there b 

to make 66 allowance to a mounted man in the 
service for his horse. I know of no law ex- 
cept the act of 1861 which allows pay for the 
soldier’s horse, If that is repealed, does the 
ona who owns his own horse get nothing for 


m * 
suite a this: Shalit fe bator ie ge teed ond 
1 has is 3 tter to a 
edberéie the opialigh of Gatiinean wel, 
Ing its own horses, unless where cavalry is called 
out for a very short time. It of course does not 
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simply falls back upon the principle of the Gov- 
orses. 


ernment furnishing its own 
Mr. KING. And it will not interfere with 
men already in the service with their own horses? 
Mr. SCHENCK, Not with the past. Not 
with any pay for the past time. 


The question was taken, and the substitute was 


to, 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be read a 
third time; and was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved the previous question 
on the passage of the bill. 

The previous qgevden was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. SCHENCK called for hezees and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. bag 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 135, nays 0; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aig ose Ames, A Ander- 
son, Arnold, Ashlie y, Augustus é. Baldwin, Joba 
D. Baldwin, Baxter, an, Blow, Boutwell, Boyd, Bran- 
d » Brooks, Broomall, Witliam G. Brown Chanpler, 
Cobb, Cole, Cox, Creswell, Henry Winter Davis, Dawes, 
Dawson, Deming, Denison, Dixon, Donnelly, Driggs, Eck- 
ley, Eden, Eldridge, Eliot, Farnsworth, Fenton, Finck, 
Garfield, Grider, Grinnell, Hale, Hall, Harding, Charles M. 
Harris, Herrick, Higby, Holman, Hotchkiss, Asahel W. 
Hubbard, John H. Hubbard, Hulburd, Hutehins, Philip 
Johnson, William Johnson, Julian, Kasson, Seliayy Francis 
W. Kellogg, Kernan, King, Knapp, Law, Lazear, Le Blond, 
Loan, Long, Longyear, Marcy, Marvin, McBride, McClurg, 
McDowell, MeIndoe, McKinney, Middleton, Samuel F. 
Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, Daniel Morris, James R. Morris, 
Morrison, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Noble, Norton, 
Odell, Charles O'Neill, John ONeill, Orth, Patterson, Per- 
ham, Perry, Pike ae Price, Radford, Samuet J. Ran- 
dali, William H. Randall, Alexander H. Rice, John H. Rice, 
Robinson, Edwa Rollins, James 8. Rollins, Ross, 
Schenck, Scofield Seat, Shannon, Sloan, Smith, Spaid- 
ing, John B. Steele, William G. Steele, Stevens, Stiles, 
Strouse, Stuart, Thayer, Thomas, Upson, V: ees, Elihu 
B. Wasivburne, William B. Washburn, Whaley, Wheeler, 
Chilton A. White, Joseph W. White, Williams, Wilder, 
Pees Windom, Fernando Wood, and Yeaman—135, 
AYS—0, 


. So the bill was passed, 
pee the call of the roll, 
r.GOOCH stated that he was paired off with 
Mr. Swear, but that being informed that Mr, 
Swear would have voted in the affirmative on this 
bill, he would vote ** ay.” 

Mr. HOLMAN stated that his colleagues, 

essrs. Epcertonand Haraineron, were neces- 
sarily absent from the House... Both of them 
would have voted “ ay”? on this bill. 

Mr, STILES stated that. his colleague, Mr, 
Mutxer, was paired off with Mr, Tracy. 
Mr.COX stated that his colleges Mr. Peniie- 
TON, was paired off with Mr. Kasson. He pre- 
sumed that both would have voted “‘ay”’ on this 


bill. 

Mr. RICE, of Maine, stated that his colleague, 

r. Buame, was detained from the House by 
sickness. 
The vote was announced as above recorded. . 
Mr. SCHENCK moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

he latter motion was agreed to. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I move to amend the title 
by striking out the words *‘ equalize and.” 

he amendment was agreed to. 

ENROLLED BILLS. 
Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that they had examined and found 
truly enrolled bills of the following titles; when 
the Speaker signed the same: 
An act for the prevention and punishment of 
frauds in relation to the names of vessels; and 
An act to vacate and sell the.present Indian 
reservations in Utah me og and to settle the 
Indians of said Tesritory in the Uinta valley. 
NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. STEVENS. [| now report from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means the Senate amend+ 
ments. to the carereppetpeeiios bill. 

_The SPEAKER. the amendments involve 
appironmasens! 

r. STEVENS. They do. 

. The SPEAKER. They can then be consid- 
ered in the House only by unanimous consent. 

_Mr. HOLMAN. 1 have no objection to con- 
sidering them in the House under the rules that 
prevail in Committee of the Whole. 

_ The SPEAKER. The amendments will be con- 
sidered in the. House with that understanding, if 
there is no objection. The Chair hears no objec- 


THE. CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








EEE 


First amendment of the Senate: 

vests of te Hore, GUINEA ok me ne 
Ne : 

For repair and tasinesance of ¥ of the Navy, ts- 
bor, materials, and gil 

For the com oreltvees steam screw stoops-of- 
war, . 

For purchase, construction repair of vessels, 
mene and labor for the nen ee 000,000. 


For 7 purchase and charter of vessels naval and 
blockading 


For oxen babee, @2 ciean afi &e foreign sta- 
tions, 600,000. — 

The SPEAKER... The Committee of Wa 
and Means recommend a concurrence in 
amendment, with an amendment, as follows: 

Add to the end of the Senate amendment the following: 

ea wodigary sanmnbe, cmdee the Jolus seeobution of Febye= 
a 
ary 24, 1864, 500,000. 

Mr. STEVENS. This Senate amendment is 
nt itemising the same amount which we had 
in the bill in gross. We think it is an improve- 
ment. The amendment recommended by the 
committee is to provide for what we have alread 
by law agreed to—a bounty to the sailors, We 
have a communication from the Department re- 
questing that an appropriation be made, as none 
was made at the time the law was passed, 

Mr. BROOKS. I would inquire of the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means if 
that appropriation for sixteen fast screw steamers 
is likel to be enough? 

Mr. STEVENS. All those steamers are un- 
‘der way under former contracts, and this appro- 
priation is + to complete them. 

Mr. BROOKS, . Does this appropriation ap- 
ply to no new ones? 

r. STEVENS. To none except those al- 
ready provided for. 

The amendment to the Senate amendment was 
agreed to. 

The Senate amendment as amended was agreed 


to. 

Second amendment: 

Page 1, line thirteen, after the word “for” insert ** the 
completion of;”? so that the clause will'read, “ for the 
completion of armor-plated veesels,”? &c. 

The SPEAKER. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Third amendment: 

P. li after the word ** 0 
eTeetestege oe ee ene 

The amendment was agreedto, | 

Fourth amendment: 

Page 4, lines twenty-one and twenty- strike out 
“five hundred” and insert ‘ two hundred fifty ;”? so 
gisso,co0 will read, “of vessels in the Navy, 

The SPEAKER: The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence, 

The amendment was agreed to, 
Fifth amendment: 


- Page 7, line clghteon, after the word “ quarters’? insert 


The amendment was agreed to, 
Sixth amendment: __ 
Page 9, line four, strike out “ mooving” and insert 
 mooring.”? 
The amendment was agreed to, © 
Seventh amendment; 
Page 9, line six, after “* warehouses,”? insert ‘ or,** 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Eighth amendment; 
Page 9, line thirteen, after the word « kinds” strike out 
e for the extension of the water-frout by purchase of 
a price not exceeding 
hundred 
reof the words “one hundred and eighty-four.” 
The SPEAKER. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence. 
Mr. HOLMAN. 1 move to amend the Sen- 
ate amendment by striking out * one hundred and 
eighty-four” inserting ‘‘sixty,’’ 1 ask that 
certain i ion I have in my hands may be 
submitted to the House. 
Mr. STEVENS. The Committee of Ways and 
eans recommend non-concurrence in the amend- 
ment of the Senate. 
The read The amendment of the Sen- 
ate is to out riation. 
Mr. STEVENS. 4 oe struck out the 
iation for the purchase of land for the 
n navy-yard and the Committee of — 
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* improvements they had put upon the premises and deliver 


they had bought of Mesers. Lawrence & Sawyer. 


; : : . ’ ° o 
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Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence ge see for the purchase of this property, The || Mr. STEVENS. Itis only a part of the prop- 
in striking it out. : nate'struck out the appropriation. My motion’ || erty that the gentleman refersto, The evidence 
Mr. HOLMAN. I misapprehended the Senate || is to concur in the Senate amendment. “Now, it |! is thet the whole improvements have cost $25,000. 
amendment. | understand now thatthe effect will || appears from the affidavits I have read, and from || But the Government does not want the whole 
be this: if the Senate amendment be rejected the || the editorial of a leading paper in Charlestown, ||'property. It needs only the water-front of two 
appropriation will stand at $135,000. I now move || Massachusetts, that this property, last m- Rund and eighty feet of the best water in Bos- 
that the House concur in the Senate amendment, || ber, was sold by the then owner, to Oakmitin & || ton harbor, as is agreed by all parties, and which 
and I ask that an affidavit which I send up may be || Eldredge for $55,000, there being improvements || is absolutely necessary, and they offer for it 
read. i on it worth $6,000, making the value of the prop- || $135,000, which will leave a profit of about twenty 
The Clerk read, as follows: _  * |] erty $61,000; and that Oakman & Eldredge, to || or twenty-five thousand dollars to those who pur- 
1 pGusthvus V. Hall, of Charlestown, in the county of ||} whom the property was sold, proposed to sell it || chased this property on Speculation. They offer 
Middlesex, and Commonwealth of Massachusetts,on my |) back to the same party at a loss of $10,000, pro- || the whole property for $160,000, and this part of 
oath say, that late in February, A. D. 1864, 1 was preseut ided tl failed t | thi : th Al it fi 1 Hod hat ma + be nerh ; l 
at an interview between Mr. Onkinan, of Charlestown, and vee aey talice 60 86 - property tot a wov t for 35, - at may perhaps, too large 
Mr. Hittinger, who sold him a wharf in said Charlestown, || ernment. And yet, for this property, it is now || a profit for men who bought this property some 
called Brintaall’s wharf, wherein said Oakman told Mr. || proposed by the House to pay $135,000. I think || years ago; but it is not larger than other gentle- 
see _ oo or — Seen eet —— there can be no two opinions about this matter. || men in the same neighborhood make in the rise 
convent did wotteke it, as heexpected, for 410,0004ess than || Lthoughtthe gentleman from Llinois[Mr.Wasn- || of property. The evidence is very conflicting on 
be gave for it. . GUSTAVUS . HALL. BURNE} was right when he assailed this measure || the part of those interested inCharlestown. They 
in the beginning. These affidavits, and this edi- || all concur if saying that it is too much for the 
; Boston, prit 27, 1864. |! torial article, from the very locality where this propery Officers of the Government, Admiral 
eas 24 Ft st ON eget oe property exists, establish the fact beyond ‘con- || Stringham, Admiral Gregory, Rear Admiral 
sande ant thee toe orcas wader by yenamed, and |! troversy+that here is an attempt to purchase for || Smith, and all others who have examined it, 
true. ‘Before me, JouN Q.’A. oniveln . the United States property which was bought || think that the price is but a fair one, and that the 
Justice of the Peace for all counties. || last fall for $55,000 at the price of $135,000, | || Government should not lose the opportunity to 
Mr. HOLMAN. I now ask that an affidavit || trustthat there will not be one moment’s hesita- || purchase. Other evidence has been sentin by 
from the party making the sale of this property || tion on the part of the House in concurring in the || disinterested gentlemen which convinces the Com- 
to the present owners may be read. Senate amendment, and defeat a scheme of specu- || mittee of Ways and Means that the price is not 
The Clerk read, as follows: lation gotten upby ingeniousgentlemensomewhat || exorbitant. It may be a fair, full price, but no 
1, Jacob Hittinger, of Belmont, in the county of Middle- || Skilled in selling real estate to the Government. more than can be got from others, and no more 
sex, and Commonwealih of Massachusetts, on my oath, Mr. STEVENS. This is a matter which is || than the Government ought to pay. At this point 
say > that {noid the wharf known as Brintnall’s wharf, at |! very fiercely contested between the officers of the || I ask to have a communication read. 
sald Chariestown, the third wharf situated westerly of the |! Government of the United States and the citizens The Clerk read a*letter from the Secretary of 
of Charlestown, the mayor and others, who think || the Navy to the chairman of the Committee of 
themselvesaffected by this purchase. Alli shall do Waysand Means, stating that he deemed it of the 
will be to state briefly the facts as they have come || utmost importance to the Government to possess 
before the Committee of Waysand Means. Before || the water-front proposed to be purchased of Oak- 
the original appropriation of $135,000 for the pur- || man & Eldredge, adjacent to the Boston navy- 
chase of this property was reported, the Commit- || yard, and recommending that the committee non- 
tee of Ways and Means had the naval authority || concur with the Senate amendment striking that 
before them, Admiral Smith and some others, || item out of the Navy appropriation bill. The De- 
and they came tothe conclusion that the property {| partment considers the price not unreasonable, 
is very necessary to the Government, and that || and the present necessities of the service require 
upon the best evidence they could get, althou the purchase to be made. 
the seller will make something from the sale, the r. STEVENS. Under these circumstances, 
property is now fairly worth $135,000. the Committee of Ways and Means thought it 
_'Mr.HOLMAN. The gentleman willallow me || best to recommend non-concurrence, and to let 
to make a stetement here. I have not seen these || the matter go to a committee of conference, as 
amendments, for they have not been printed, and || the ag seems indispensable to the naval ser- 
I have only heard them read, and I at first sup- || vice. 1 may add that all the officers who have 
posed that the Senate had increased ek ri- || been superintendents of the yard for years pest 
ation from $135,000 to $184,000, but I find that have concurred in urging upon us the purchase 
there’ were two items embraced in’ this ‘section || of this property as being absolutely necessary for 
with an appropriation of $319,000, and that the || the Government, and not atan unfair price. The 
Senate struck out this appropriation of $135,000, || chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs and 
leaving the appropriation of $184,000. My mo- || other gentlemen have evidence on this subject 
tion, therefore, is that the House concur in the || which, if there be time to lay it before the House, ~ 
amendment of the Senate, which strikes out this || will, I hope, at least induce us to send back the 














































































original tine of the Brig zeen ; that I sold said wharf in the 
month of December, A. D 863, to Oakman & Eldredge; 
that f exceuted the decd thereof to them in the month of 
February, A. D. 1864; that I received therefor the sum of 
$55,000. Oakman & Eldredge had been lessees of said 
wharf onder a lease Whicli had expired about six months 
before said sgie in December, and pane earlier; and they 
were occupying at the time of the sale in December under 
an agreement for an occupancy of one year after the ex- 
pirauen of said first jease. Their occupancy, [ think, was 
to terinfiate, by the terms of our agreement, about May |, 
A. D. 1864. Oakman & Eldredge offered to séi1 me all the 


them to me, ineluding scales and railroad and all else, for 
$6,000; but I did not buy them for the reason that [ thought 
the property not worth so much, On the day the deeds were 
passed, Mr, Oakman told me he would give me $10,000 to 
take the property back if liis proposed sale to the Unitea 
States failed, or was pot consummated fur any reason, 
Belore this sale, | had owned this wharf twelve or fifteen 
years; bad dune business upor it; and for some e 

years bad done business on wharf were ae mime- 
diate neighborhood. s because | U agood 
price for it,and [ had no other reason foneaiting int Before 
the sale | had frequent conversations with Oakman & El- 
dredge about selling it to them, and their objection to buy- 
ing it wads that the price asked and finally i was too’ 
great, and that the wharf was not worth it. ‘They also said 
it wawef tees value than Caswell’s wharf adjoining, which 


JACOB Hf NGER. 


‘ fi a April 27, 1864. onprorcition entirely. : proposition to a committee of conference. 
‘ onwealth of Massachus see 7 
‘Torsonaily apealiedr tases Midhener, Shove os r. STEVENS. ‘I was going to state that the Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. [I move to 


gentleman misunderstood the matter. The Sen- || amend by reducing the appropriation one dollar. 
ate have rejected the appropriation for the pur- || I will not detain the House longer than is neces- 
chase of this property, and have sent it back to || sary to make a plain and simple statement of the 
us for concurrence. The Committee of Ways || facts involved in this case, so faras lunderstand . 
and Means recommend non-concurrence. them. I believe that a grent deal of unnecessary ° 

As I said before, we had investigated this mat- || discussion has arisen on this subject, and that 
ter very thoroughly before; and although there is || this discussion has been of a nature to lead the 
& great contest between the property holders of || House to suppose that this is some scheme, or 
Charlestown and the various naval officers who || that there is something wrong attaching in some 
have had charge of the navy-yard there, we came || form or other to this purchaee. For my oWn part, 
to the conclusion that the property is absolutely || I have no idea that there is anything wrong in it. 
necessary for Government purposes, and that the |/ It will be recollected that this proposition came 
price is not high at the present rates of property | before the House from the Committee of Ways 


made oath that the foregoing affidavit by him signed is true. 
Before me, JOHN Q. A. GRIFFIN 
Justice of the Peace for ali counties. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I now ask the Clerk to read 
an article from the Charlestown Advertiser, of 
April 30, 1864,a —— Republican paper in that 
city, presenting all the facts as to the value of this 


ro » 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

‘The affidavits ofa large number of the most 
and competent men were furnished that the of the 
wharves proposed to be sold for $135,000 would be dear at 
Silla k Scene megs ronpeoentes 
at they preposed teks so that they would keep atleast || there. It is said that the owners of this prop- |j.and Means in the ordinary manner in which 
erty will make a large speculation. They pur- || other appropriations in the bill were reported. It 
chased the rty 1m. two parcels; and for one || came on a recommendation from the Navy De- 
they paid and for the other $49,000, mak--|| partment, b ich the wants and necessities of 
ing $104,000 for the two, It appears from the || that Department are communicated to ae: 
evidence that they have improved the property It has, therefore, the same authority and the 
to the amount of about twenty-five thousand dol- || same oe as all other appropriations embodied 
lars. "That would bring upthe actual cost to the ||) in this bill, ; 


neighborhood 
chants, from wiarfingers, from wharf builders, from. gentie- 
men Who own and sell real estate, in fees fore the bust elt- 
izens of the town, having knowledge of practical affairs. 
But this was not all. The proofs summoned bythe mayor 
established that magy thousand feet of unsurpassed nae 


property could be constructed on the premises 


owned and inclosed by the Government, as cheaply atleast, || owners to nearly one hundred and thirty thousand |} While thid eubject was! before the tise on a 
eet a Me for Gov eccerapesed sale || dollars. ‘The Government now ssc them to sell | emit EE. ere the wceekaiten a 

asdeey. i the whole of the water-front, with the improve- || this ase arose out of the vast increase o 
cccupeney “Fide tnaleosay Sosee ary tanny Conroe Snr || Soe tg pon it, together ahebradl far'eaad Ur ortees tt the rung samee Wwe breaking ook oF thd rabetliod, 


cessary tosquare the navy-yard, and offers them || We have not now as much navy-yard accommo- 





ater ae character for and good. 
pean ein hi dearer oe paar $195,000. | dation an we had before the rebelton commenced 
forth Ghasstetmnarge wale wil tame exe Wane " Mr. HOLMAN. The gentleman who sold the while we tanve Wavt the Higa! seations at Norfolk 
wharf property would affect the city of in || property to the present owners who now propdse || and Pensacola. On the hand, the number 
wi '|} to sell it to the Government says that the improve- || of naval vessels in thé service has increased from 
Cee oe a, were. by the || ments puton the p do not exceed in value || seventy-six to near six hundred. Abies partion 
Er peraraeeraearstes eee | bone eter aiae ot Eger eon ance a eat 
in it had been by usetts i s. He the qT et : but for an= 
only, hy Mr, Wasnaunns, of ipinois.” 9°) 4 ‘tile nfarine; they le to bear 


000, —_. improvements would 


Mr. HOLMAN. The House appropriated || make $61,000. the wear and tear of naval service. They decay 
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more rapidly. They come for repair, and | 
their oe ined to be filled sooner than if | 
they’ 
er he recommendation, therefore, was | 
on the necessity for inc accommodation at 
these yards, in order to enable the Department to 
discharge the duty incumbent on it in consequence 
of the rebellion, The necessity is certified to not 
only by the Secretary of the Navy and the chief 
of the Bureau of Yards and Docks, but also b’ 
the civil engineer of the Charlestown pexy-iyerds 
by the commandant of that yard, Admiral Strin 
ham; by Admiral Gregory, who was formerly 
commandant of that yard; and by Commodore 
Montgo » who was recently in command of 
it and who is now in command of the navy-yard 
in this city. All these» unite in testi- 
mony of the fact that the enlargement of this navy- 
yard at cannons - a matter of oe sled 
cessity, t partment will be cri 
in Dubna the work there unless the aaa’ 
ment he made. i 

Now, sir, | understand thatthe objection is not 
to the extension of the limits of this yard, so: 
much as that the price at which it is pose to 
purchase this property is exorbitantly large. | 1 
am well aware that affidavits in la 


numbers: 
have been sent here to be presented in this dis- 
cussion, for the purpose of showing that the price 
at which it is proposed to purchase this property 


is too large. On the other hand, I present the 
opinions of officers of the Navy; whose duty it 
waa_to investigate this subject, upon whose shoul- 
ders the responsibility rests of complicity in a 
the Government, as this 
purchase has been designated in this House. And, 
sir, the officers of the Navy, and the Officers of 
the Navy Department, so far as I know or have 
neal are puleed that the price which it is pro- 
to f is property is not an unreason- 
able or an denies cma I will nat detain the House 
by any further remarks in this connection, for I 
peeerey in answer to the affidavits that have 
n submitted to show that the property is not 
worth what it is proposed to pay for it, to ask 
the attention of the Housgto a few opposing affi- 
davits upon that subject. F 
Here the hammer fell.] rato dee BV 
. RLCE, of Massachusetts. I do not often 
this House, and I hope I shall be permit- 
ted i hens two or three avits read, + 
_ Mr. HOLMAN. Upon a matter of so much 
importance [ hope there will be no objection to 
our having a full debate upon it. at 
There being no objection, Mr.. Rice was per- 
mitted to d. 
Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I only desire 
to speak upon this subject so far as to put the 


House in possession of the facts of the case, I 
have no interest in the matter any further than 


trouble 


every other gentleman has, who desires that the 
interest of the Government shall be subserved and 
that simple justice shall be done to the parties. 1 
hold in my hand a letter from Commodore Mont- 
gomery, the commandant of the 
navy. yard, lately the commandant of the Charles- 
town navy-yard, which | send tothe Clerk’sdesk 
and ask. to have read. , 

_ The Clerk read the letter, as follows: 

Navy-Yarv, Wasuineron, “April 20, 1864. 


Simei that estimates for the 
hundred 


Son ating omer pee cet 
n the * 1 have 
Frome naval appropriation Bil nthe Senate of the Uni 


. im- 
to the navy yard 50 


portance of the 
sufficient to accommodate and float vessels 0 the largest tit 


se ever been an aan a ee and, 
disadvantage tothe plicit es een 


been built for the legitimate naval ser- |]. 
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ihe letter also of Commodore Stringham, the 
commandant of the yard there, to the same pur- 
port, and | will state in the same connection that 


“n a conversation with him, on meeting him cas- 


ually on the street, he told me that he was au- 
thorized to use the name of Commodore Gregory 


to thesame purport. Now, sir, notto detain the 


House too long with this matter, I will simply 
ask to have read one other affidavit, that of Mr. 
Addison Gage, a large ice dealer in the imme- 
diate vicinity, who is widely known as a man of 
the strictest integrity and honor. I ask the at- 
tention of the House to it. — 
The Clerk read the affidavit,as follows: 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Suffolk, ss : 
Inthe matter of the sale of Caswell and Brintnali’s wharf 
Gitte 3 at 2 wia't 
ison on oa epose and say that Iam now, 
and Sette than thirt years have been, in the ice busi- 
Ness ; ay office is at 70 State street, Boston ; my chief 
place business In shipping ice is at Swett’s wharf, 
Charlestown, the next wharf, westerly, adjoining Brint- 
nall’s. I am familiar with the two wharves first above 
mentioned, having occupied the wharf between them and 
the navy-yard some years before that was sold to the United 
States, or owned by Oakman & Eldredge, and since then 
the one [ now occupy—-in the whole, on both wharves, 
above thirty years—and I know well what advantages they 
possess over wharves anywhere else in thisharbor. I have 
not now, nor ever had, any interest in these wharves, or 
either of them, nor any interest or concern, direct or indl- 
rect, in the proposed sale. The late firm of which I was 
a member owned the wharf I now occupy. When that 
firm was dissolved I conveyed my interest in this wharf to 
my late partners. Since then I have leased it at a rent of 
$6,000 per year. The chief and altogether the most con- 
siderable value of these wharves consists in the water-front 
It is by that their value in the market is determined. My 
wharf has a front of only about one hundred and sixty feet 
and its value is $100,000. Considering the water-front of 
these two wharves, Caswell’s and Brintnall’s, that part of 
them which Mr. Oakman to sell to the United 
States is worth at least $ ,000. I am certain that at that 
price the United States do not pay one dollar above the fair 
market price. There are, besides these, but five wharves 
between the Charlies river bridge and the navy-yard. Every 
one familiar with the business knows that the respective 
values of each of these depends on the water-front; and 
$135,000 for that part of these two wharves Mr. Oakman 
proposes to sell to the Government is certainly not above 
the fair value of this property as compared with the other 
perty on the same line of water-front. I willadd Ihave 
ad considerable experience in dredging. It is very ex- 
pensive, and wherever there is an eddy in the tide the berth 
dredged will soon fill again. The tide, on the contrary, 
sweeps by these wharves and keeps the berths open. My 
opinion is, it would be cheaper and far better for the Gov- 
ernment to buy the parts of these wharves above mentioned 
at the pri¢e mentioned than to undertake to dredge berths 
In front of the navy-yard wall, as I am told has been talked 
wf, So far as I am personally concerned, the selling of the 
property to the Government would be to my disadvantage 
as my business must be carried on between the navy-yard 
and Ghartomaere bridge. And as I do not own any wiiarf, 
at the end of my present lease there would be Jess number 
of wharves that I could rent; but I think it is for the inter- 
est of the Government to purchase it. 


ADDISON GAGE. 
id 15, 1864, 
Suffolk, se: aca 
Subscribed and sworn to before me. 
J.P. HEALY, 
Justice of the Peace. 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I now submit 
other affidavits, and without detaining the House 
with their reading, I will ask that they may be 
published with these proceedings. 

The affidavits are as follows: . 
Commonweaith of Massachusetts, Suffolk, ss: 

I, Erastus E. Cole, on oath, depose and say that I am a 
wharf and bridge builder. I know quite well all the 
wharves at Charlestown, and have known about the two 
wharves which the Government talk of buying of Oakman 
& Eldredge, for the last twenty-five years. at gives 
these wharves value is the deep water-front; and for that 
a oe very valuable ; and the value of all those wharves 
ia determined by the water-front they have. A wharf with 
narrow water-front is worth very little compared with one 
ving abroad water-front though both have the same quan- 

land—I should think not a quarter as much. I 
think the actualeost of building a pier wharfon deep water 


like these wharves will be at jeast two dollars 


per square 
foot at the present time... I have no interest in the sale of 
these wharves, or in he } heeded ws od he ® any way, 
shape, or manner, but t 
value to the Government. z a 
ERASTUS E. COLE. 


April 16, 1864. 


Suffolk, ss1 
Subscribed and sworn to before me. 
J.P. HEALY, 
Justice of the Peace. 


I, Benjamin F. 
Tam agerchant; was for many years associated with the 
So a. Cranmer: eat bee the eiset of 
his ice the wharf owned and used by him 


Charlestown, and which is situate between the 





tiver bridge and the navy-yard, and on the same genoral 
line with the wharv "Tamed by men Kilvetese 
TE ee ca reueee e best and uost val- 
uable in that side of the por. y arc On the deepest 
water, with a natural flow; will ac te vessels of 
the largest class at low ; below 

and they have railroad facilities 
have; yet their chief value is their water-front. 1 should 
say the value of these wharves be measuced chiefly 
by the r-front they have. 

BENJAMIN F. FIELD. 


April 21, 1864. 
Commonweulth of Massachusetts, Suffolk, ss: 
Subscribed and sworn to before me. * 
JAMES B. F, THOMAS, 
* Justice of the Peace, 


Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Suffolk, ss: 

I, James Lee, jr., on oath declare and : Treside in 
Charlestown ; am a merchant; my office is in ee 
I have built and owned vessels, and am well acquain 
with wharf rty in Boston and Charlestown; know 
Oakman & Eldredge wharves near the navy-yard; the 
value of such depends on the water-front and the depth of 
water at low tide; and as there is little water-front in 
Charlestown and but little in Boston as weli situated as 
these wharves are, [ cannot estimate the value of them at 
less than four times the value per foot of street or upland 

ro) . ’ 

, Ant ondnostated the Government have been in treaty for 
this property as an addition to the yard, I suppose th 
must appreciate it as thus situated on deep water; and ai- 
though the purchase of it by the Government would be in 
some small degree adverse to my interest as a tax-payer in 
Charlestown, yet, if the Government reed it, as in my 
jud t they do, as essential to the o ions of the. 
oar, I should Le ashamed to urge that as a reason why 
they should not have it. So believing, I hope the Govern- 
ment will conclude the purchase, and not be deterred from 
it by persons styling themselves land Speculators. [| know 
that Messrs. Oakman & Eldredge have built upa large avd 
I should think a profitable business on these wharves. My 
wish is that Government may have alt the land it needs for _ 


its business. JAMES LSB Jr. 
A 18, 1864, 
Sufolk, aa. ee ie 
ubscribed and sworn to before me 


CALVIN P. BINDS, 


Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Suffolk, se : 

I, Benoni Bixby, of Boston, on oath depose and say: I 
am and have for more than twenty years been a and 
bridge builder. JI know both the Brintnall and Caswell 
wharves in Charlestown, and have worked on both of them, 
Theirgreat value isin the watet-front. We consider 
wharves on as front as any we have in Boston har- 
bor. In myj t that part of them which Oakman 
& Eldredge nose to sell to the United States is worth 
$135,000. build a pile wharf like those, where they are 
built on flow would cost $1 75 square fom. f 
put some piles under these wharves last autumn, eacifone 
of which is worth now from twenty-three to twenty-four 
dollars. I should think the buildings on the part proposed 
to be sold were worth about nine thousand dollars at pres- 
ent. I have no interest in these wharves or either, nor in 
the sale of them in any way. BENONI BIXBY, 


— 


Suffolk, eae 3 
Subscribed and sworn to beforé me. 
GEORGE S. DERBY, 
‘ e of the Peace. 


April 15, 1864. 


_ NAvr-Yarp, Boston, April 18, 1864. 

81x: In compliance with your request to furnish you 
with an estimate of the cost of building a pile wharf at 
this yard, I have to say that one iiundred superficial feet 
Three bak plies, 60 teet long, at thirty-five dollars, ¢ 

ree ve two 

vertical and One shore).ss..c¢eeceeee vee cee 105 00 
Fifteen lineal feet. white sixteen 

inches square, (three hundred and twenty feet, 


board ) at dollars thousand,, 9 6 
One iundred superBelal feet whian giae covering, 
ten inches k, one thousand feet, at thirty 

dollars per thousand......... steer ewe ee ewes 30 oo 

Three S aandnane feet flats mud, (eleven an 

y at eubic yard.... eee eee eeeee i. 

Labo ds plex oation tenons, and 
stringers ng, 

fitting See eRe Rete ee eee 5 50 

Sone ee ‘coal, and incidental expense eee 1 15 

expenses... 5 0 

Fifteen treensil, (making, boring, and driving,) at or 





Petal ne non «cane SPEER RRR RR HE eee HHO gl74 & 


This estimate is at the it prices of materials and 
labor, and, as you will see by the items, rather within, and 
there are many contingencies and incidental expenses 


which are not noticed. he 
that ene tandred seperficia! fott 
nner ED Ds is kind cvuld be contracted for with 








of Boston, on oath depose and say: | "Teen, respectfully, JOS. E. BILLINGS 


Boston Navy- Yard. 
Samoet Oakuan, Esq., Present. 
No estimate for dredging in above figures. 
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THE, CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE: 


Crerx’s Ovr1CBe Navr- Jenn, | Commonwealth of 
Boston, April 18, 1864, 


My Dean Bin: My attention be called to the debate, 
as published in the Globe, in rel to the sale of the 
wharf for the use of the pavy-yard, I musteay | was struck 
with astonishinent at the range te took in the Sen- 
ate, for 1 do think there was a Sthiundatinndion on the 
part of the Senators, or they could not have aa the pur- 
chase was ucreasonable. In my opinion the Navy De- 
partment do need, and I, as 1 said in debate in the city 
council, of which board I am a member, and have been 
for foar years, when the oe was under consideration 
for the appeinunent of a lobby to fight against the De 
ment’ buying the wharf, | now repeat, that as to the mat- 
ter of taking away taxable from the city, that un- 
leas there was a proposition to remove the yar. from the 
city, | should vote . a4 sending any one to Washington 
to fight against the bill, but would vote to give to the Depart- 
ment the whole line of wharf property from the yard tothe 
Chartes river bridge, and as we had the yard in our city it 
ware pom one of the greatest naval the coun- 
try. Hoping ng the Senate will reconsider the matter, and 
give to the yard this wharf, which L think they very. much 
= for the sake of its water-front, 

am, respectfully, your obedient se 
CHARLES FIELD. 


To Samvet Oaxmax. 


“ht Lowell. W. Chamberlin, treasurer and collector of 

» for the city of Charlestowa, in the Commonwealth 

of husetts, hereby certily that lam such treasurer 
and collector; that as such | have the care of the records 
of valuation, ke., ned. Spahie, napaten Sate the books of 
valuation of the assessors of said Sabeteaein, that the 
stores and wharf on Water street and Charies river, mens 
Charlestown, owned by Oakman & Eldredge, in the bow 


1862 were, by the assessors of said city, for that year, 
ot ou Bs Gina, and that said Oakman & 
assessed therefor, by said es a tax of $1,152. 
liness my hand, March li, 1864 
L. W. CHAMBERLIN. 
March 11, 1864. 


? 
Then, the above named Chamberlin made oath that the 
above certificate is correct and true, 
Before me. CHARLES ROBINSON, Jr., .. 
Justice of the Peace. 


Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Suffolk, ss: 

1, David N. eat or Boston, on oath de 

say: fama dealer ; my firm is David N. N. 
Skillings & Co. 3 office in Kilby street. I was formerly a 
wharfin nger in Boston, and am well acquainted with the 
value of wharf property. I know very well Brintnat 
and Prewrt eee Seat rn nes 
ing lepth of water, an J fp a gira 
I cofisider them among ne Sw mee uable wharves in 
the harbor, For the M 


Suffolk, ae: 
Subscribed and sworn to before-me. 
GEORGE 8. DERBY, 
Justice of the Peace. 
Navy DerartTMent 
Borzav or Yarps anv Docks, April 18, ised. 
Sin: Having been called upen for an opinion as to the 
necessity for the hase of addi t at the 
Boston wavy-yard, I tive no tation in sa that [ 
cousider the propesed purchase of the ‘utmost 
to the Government. , 
The limited amount of tat this yard 
pony te le gurieutasty sees thet, Wane) eerig'se 
ence, y 30 at owing to 
the large number of vessels visiting the woe 
The would about eighty thousand 
foet to the area of eee 


A 


> proba’ than expire be- 
fore Item beso far advanced ae oe andes Danaieaaeeer 


have ie honor to be, with great expos, yoarabodiont 
Engineer 


ee ee 
Hon. Avexanper H. Ricr, 
Naval Affairs, House of R 


Massachusetts, Suffolk, ss 
In the matter ofthe sale of Caswell and Brintnall’s wharf 


do, where the water is deep and below 
but the value of the latter must be many enetasmeet i 
ehould say the fair market value of teas part of these 
wharves which Oakman & Eldredge ons taeleed mae wll svte was 
see beneisd on thirty five or one hu 
san 


I have no interest whatever in these wharves, or either, 
a the sale; but if [ owned the wharves, us 


do, 1 would not sell what ghey pro- 
pose to sell for less than § 


0. D. WITHERELL. 
April 15, 1864. 


Suffolk, ss: 
Subscribed and sworn to before 
7 JAS. B. F. kta 
ustice of the Peace. 
I, the undersigned, Charles P. Chamberlin, of Boston, 
being duly sworn, depose : I have been in the coal busi- 
ness these twenty years; have ee kept a wharf, and 
Siow: ghewhthe eatue of wherees 


Boston, New eens _Freights are always 
taken to them at rates. Oakman & 

had established Geebelene a) on large and lucrative busi- 
ness on the wharf they sold nited States in 1862, 


a ee ome tae and 
cuter eunineende sutideetaste sad totihohs 
more than a fair one. . 


not merely the water-front of these the best 
in the city, but also the facilities afforded by the railroad 
running from the head of them, to be very great. I know 
too, about the cost of bu: pier wharves ae and should 
say, to build on deep water, as good as these, would cost 
now two dollars Ne ee 
berths in front of the navy-yard wall, as I hear has 
peruano See pears et oe It 

would need redredging as 


CHARLES P. ¢ P. CHAMBERLIN. 
April 19, 1864. 


y are am 
on deep water ai all times of 
below all bridges, and with aos ater front. T con- 
sider the ce of $135,000 bine, or $160,000. 
for the w of Rene gritrete, to be ne no more than a fair 

as between and merchant or any real estate 


ble wharves in the harbor; 


merchant 
To the Government I think them in I 
know also that Oakman & ae rete Eat 
i. 


Gov 
I have no faith in the to it at“Charlestown. 
don’t believe it is rita 


Mr. RICE, of Winntieheintipatce Mr. Speaker, 
bene eee connection with this | 


emnaiueess has peg seas by those who 
pose iation; it t wharves may 
bs snes ithin iia of he 


a 
He 
i 


that t will cost to oahe that Tesneeaeaet, al 
out any addition to the premises whatever, more 


‘than it will to purchase this property, and be- 


sides it would require from six to twelve moran 
to make these improvements, w: while, dpe | 
ment needs these wharves for it 


I will only.sa indian that gp propri- 
ation has deg ye int thn appre of 
Ways.and aoa is of te’ Comet | 
on Naval: ’ 


where there is no eddy ;. 
aed 


They 
he teetomantade ee for. 





May 3, 
inion that the Government needs the rt 
and that the price is not too large. i hope the 
pam will non-concur in the Nia cana the 


Mr. KING. I understand this to be a propo- 


| sition upon the part of the Senate to strike out an 


a priation of $135,000, which was placed in 
ee ieeropion: bill by the Rouse; uae the 
question upon which I feel disposed to submit a 
remark or two is whether, under the circumstances 
sareentene this proposed purchase which have 
} been developed in he course of this discussion, 
7S are cotlbed | in voting $135,000 for this pur- 
Senate must have had sonfe motive for 

out this matter. They seem to have done 

it, at. niking events. After that naval officers and other 
parties interested in this matter seem to be aroused 
on the subject, and we have affidavits presented 
here as to great importance to the Government 


e this position, and as to the supposed value of 


this property. 1 can say here that the statements 
made as to the importance of it by these officers 
have little weight with me. I know nothing of the 
influences which operateon them. Their motives 
may be patriotic and proper. Here is a man who 
7 this propery last tonne for $55,000, and 

ada ate 

Me. STEVENS. That re vou ly one purchase. 
There was another for $49,000. 

Mr: KING. [| understand that vg property 


for which eee is proposed to be appropri- 
ated is the wat d by this man for $55, 
Mr. STEV No, sir; but both the prop- 


erties, which cost 104,000. 
Mr. KING. Then, sir, 1 have been mis- 
taken. | 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. The gentleman 
from Missouri is mistaken in his facts, as was the 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr: Houtman.) | 

Mr. HOLMAN. My statement of facts wae’ 
made on the authority of the affidavits of citizens 
and the editor of a Republican paper of Charles- 
town. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I do not ons 
about the ee of the i te The lands 

ernment cost these 
Proatiegee $104, 000. 
Memser: Before the improvements? 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. And there have 
been twenty-five to thirty thousand dollars of im- 

reeneen oe upon’ them since the purchase 
hese are the facts. 
Me. + KING. There were two purcels. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. Yes, sir; there 
were two parcels, and the gentleman mistook one 
parcel for the whole. 

Mr. KING. ‘Where are the facts to show that: 
the two: — ‘of land both together came to 


104,000? 

Mr. oe nd Massachusetts. They were sub- 
—- os arn to the Commit- 

of Ways and I think that the chair- 

ether — een has stated them to the 
House. | 

Mr. KING. I ask to have the affidavits read. 

The affidavits presented by Mr. Hoiman were > 


again read. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. Now, hearme 
a moment. I wish-o call the gentleman’satten- 
au Brintnall's wharf, for which they paid 955,000; 
as Brin sw w e 
> makes no reference to Caewel <i 949,000, neal a al 

the purchase, for which the 
ing for all $104,000. They ha have aneoted at on 


ae pews since that somewhere be- 
, and thirty thousand dollars. 
to sell the for oe 


pod a oo what = oe 
eta the Depa tdoes not 
eed, for 9160 _ These are the facts of the 
case as . tand them; and I have nothing 
in the of ’ which controverts them. 
Mr. N. oReaiie te  e eae 

| ect ps 
fact. was aie tiimen. 
fot betaees Ido not know w oo 














_ tigence in Massachusetts, Mr. man again left for Wash- 
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redge, are not new acquaintances here. These 
same gentlemen received the appropriation made 
two of $123,000. 1 read from the Re- 
publican paper I have before referred to: 


But they finally wanted to sell, and sought a purchaser in 
the United States. But application was made to 
the proper officers, and the property was offered for 
$75,000 or less, the owners were unable to sell it. They 
were made to understand the Cnited did not want 
it. They thereupon sold it to Messrs, Oakman & Eldredge 
in 1861 for $65,125. These gentlemen added certain im- 


‘ea after sold the whole to the United 


tes for $123,000. sale was consummated by a ces- 
sion of jurisdiction on the 
an uct passed on April 30, 1862.” 

That was the item to which I called the attention 
of the House when this item was under consider- 
ation before. More than two years ago you ap- 

ropriated for the enlargement of this very wharf 

,000. It now turns out that these same stock- 
jobbers purchased it at $65,000, made some im- 
rovements, and immediately afterwards trans- 
erred it to the Government for $123,000, when the 
men who sold it to them had offered it to the Gov- 
ernment for $75,000. 

Another fact: it was said that the Government 
ought to secure this land at once, because the own- 
ers were not anxious to sell and would only ex- 
tend the offer of the land to the Government for 
a short time; we should be prompt, therefore, in 
securing itupon such favorable terms. Such was 
the argument. This paper referring to the ap- 
parent absence of anxiety to sell says: 

“It was confidently stated in the debate in the Senate, and 
by individual Senators who favored the measure in con- 
versation, that Oakman & Eldredge were not at all desir- 
ous of carrying through the trade, and had quite as lief re- 
tain the property as sell it at the p ce. This 
seemed, even then, st e, in view of the fact that the 
cession of jurisdiction been asked for by them, and not 
by any officers of the Government; that their private coun- 
sel appeared before the committee to urge it; that, Mr. 
Oakman was present.at Washington then urging it, and it 
was apparent a lobby memb®r or more was engaged upon 
the House. The Senate, consideration e proofs, 
however, by the very e vote of 25 to 11, rejected the 
appropriation. Immediately u the receipt of this intel- 


ngton. We ere ae yet ee ; ae tele- 
oan omeioua of Wer and Moana. This again 
seems strange, if, as has been sooften and so earnestly rep- 
resented, the owners do not desire to sell at the d 
price. Accordingly, the mayor, in pursuance of the duty 
east upon him by the city council, has forwarded to Wash- 
ington some fresh affidavits, and among the facts related 
therein is one to this effect: that when Messrs. Oakman 
& Eldredge bought Brintnall's wharf, Mr. Oakman said he 
was payin hao bea a price for it, that it was not worth so 
much, and that if he did not succeed in selling it to the Uni- 
ted States at any time within one year he would give Mr. 
Hittinger $10,000 to take it back !” . 

So that Oakman & Eldredge pocketed from the 
Government for the sale of this very ground the 
difference between $65,000 and $123,000 less than 
three years ago, buying the property for that very 
purpose. And now they = se the same game, 
and the Senate, indignantly frowning upon cor- 
ruption and fraud, reject the amendment; and now 

atlemen are urging, with all these proofs before 
them and the country, thatthis fraud shall be con- 
een by the pertinacious obstinacy of this 


Mr. KING. | certainly will not gainsay the 
declarations of the honorable chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means or of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts as to the different 
versions which have been given of this matter. 
Doubtless they have given their versions upon 
what they consider to nds, butevery 
step taken in the progress of this matter confirms 
me in the opinion that ee 
a very great wrong in m appropriation 
wien the circumstances. Bg Se 

ene nee oceans ae 
erence to this thing, right n the ground 
at Charlestown. | eam ae able to determine 
whether those who made the affidavits intro- 


duced by the gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. Hot- 
_MAN,] or those who made the affidavils introduced. 


by gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Rice,} are correct; but that difference sanabaty 
makes an issue, and leaves the matter so doubt- 
ful that I am unwilling to vote 000 out of the 
public Treasury until that is removed. I 


will 3 
‘but my opinion is-that there is some scheme on 





a ve 





ery, and of the Secretary of the Navy, and the 
chief of the Burean of Yards and Docks 



















































%, large speculation. It seems thatthey dou- 
bled their money upon a sale connected with this 
property only two years ago; and now it seems 
they will make no trade unless they can about 
double their money again, according to the version 
of those parties whose testimony has been read. 
here. The editor of that newspaper published at 
the place where the property is situated says the 
are trying now to have an act passed by whic 
they are to double their money. 1 do not object 
to that if the property is worth it; but rightupon 
the top of that it appears that these parties pro- 
posed to sell back the property to the partyfrom 
whom they purchased it for $10,000 lessthanthey 
paid, provided they did not sell it to the Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. WILSON. I desire to call the attention 
of the gentleman .from Massachusetts to a state- 
ment made in one of these articles. It is stated 
that the affidavits of a large number of the most 
experienced and competent men were furnished 
that the portion of the wharves. pro d to be 
sold for $135,000 would be dear at $60,000, and 
that the portion retained from the two wharves 
by Oakman & Eldredge was worth as much or 
more than that they pro to sell; so that the 
would retain one half of the value of that for whic 
they pee ape and sell the other half for 
$135,000. This evidence came from the owners 
of wharf property in the neighborhood, from mer- 
chants, from wharf builders, and from gentlemen 
who sell real estate, and who have the best knowl- 
edge of these affairs. 

t seems from that statement that they propose 
to retain more than one half of this property in 
value, and to receive for the remaining one half 
$135,000, being $31,000 more than they paid for 
the whole property. I would like to have the 
gentleman from Massachusetts explain that. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, »1 thank the gen- 
tleman from lowa for the opportunity of replying 
to that statement. I stated when ee on the 
floor before that the whole cost of this property 
to Oakman & Eldredge, according to the evidence 
submitted to the House, was $104,000. Upon it 
~— have made improvements costing from twen- 
ty-five to thirty thousand dollars. That makes 
the net cost of the property something more than 
one bundred and thirty thousand dollars as it 
stands to-day. A certain portion of this prop- 
erty is of no practical use whatever to the Navy 
Department, and therefore Oakman & Eldredge 
propose to sell to the Navy Department all that is 
of value of that which cost $130,000 for $135,000. 

In reply to the suggestion of the gentleman 
from Iowa, that the part which the owners re- 
serve is worth as much or more than that which. 
they propose to sell to the Government, I will 
say to him distinctly that Oakman & Eldredge 
offer to sell the entire property to the Government 
for $160,000, which only amounts to $25,000 for 
the part that they retain. Then; sir, how pre- 
posterous it is to come in here and say that the 
portion which they propose to retain for them- 
selves is worth as much or more than what 
they propose to sell to the Government, when 
they ask $135,000 for the part which they will 
sell to the Government, but will sell the whole for 

160,000! The simple truth is that there is con- 
usion in respect to this subject, as I apprehend, 
growing out of the fact that two purchases were 
made, and gentlemen have got into their minds 
the sum paid for one wharf-and the sum paid for 
another without combining the two together. 

In rep}y to the gentleman from Missouri, (Mr. 
Kine,] who raises a doubt in regard to the value 
of this land upon the suggestion that we have 
affidavits upon the one side that the land is worth 
sixty or seventy thousand dollars, and on the 
other side that itis worth all that the Government 
ee to pay for it, I desire to ask him how 

will decide a question of this kind? “Will he 
set aside the opinion of Admiral Gregory, and of 
Admiral Stringham, and Commodore Montgom- 


into the House. But I simply say, without im- 
pugning the motives of the writer of that arti- 
cle, and without impugning the motives of an 
man who opposes this purchase, that all the evi- 
dence we have on the subject, which we are 
bound to receive, is in favor of these two things: 
in the first pee that this purchase is absolutely 
necessary for the use of the Government; and in 
the second place, that the price is a fair one. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Will the gentleman yield to 
me for a moment? 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. [I will, with 


great pl re. 

Mr HOLMAN - Let me say to the gentieman 
that if it is true that there is some conflict. ag to 
the value ofthis property, if the citizens of Chariee- 
town, being on the ape have misconceived its 
value, and these naval officers living abroad can 
understand the matter no better than the citizens 
there do, is it not a much safer policy if the Gov- 
ernment really needs this land to let it be reg- 
ularly condemned under the law which we are to 
pees for the condemnation of property required 

y_ the Government? 

Mr. WILSON, I suggest to the gentleman 
that that bill has already passed. 

Mr. HOLMAN. So much the better. Then 
there is alaw upon the statute-book to avoid these 
chances of fraud and peculation upon the Gov- 
ernment,a law for the proper and legitimate con- 
demnation of property if it is needed for the pub- 
lic use, just such alaw as we should have had in 
force from the beginning of the Government, and 
which would.not only have saved millions of 
money, but would have prevented an ocean of 
frauds committed on the Government, 

Now, sir, here is the judgment of the city of 
Charlestown in relation to the value of this prop- 
erty. 1 read from the Republican paper to which 
I before referred: s 

“Tt was and is no part of the purpose of ‘the city of 
Charlestown to check the ane expansion or prosper- 
ity of this naval station. If all its territory were readily 
needed by the Government it would be cheerfully surven- 
dered, and s0 of any . Butit opposes what it deems 
an neice pure’ , for the reason that, if eonanm- 
mated, it will be a loss to the United States not ives than 
to the efty, and, indeed, the public at large. Besides, at a 
time when the public Treasury is attacked by a Vigor greater 
than that which is exerted against the enemy in arms, it 
was th tto be a plain duty to furnish the facts impert- 
ant to be known by those who are its custodians, in order 
to an intelligent discharge of their duties.” 

And now, if the gentleman will permit me, I 
will say that if, with this light before us, Without 
a clear knowledge that this land is necessary, 
without a clear knowledge of its value, and witha 
law on the statute book-authorizing the condem- 
nation of this property—if under these circum- 
stances we permit this fraud to be consummated, 
it will reflect severely on the integrity of the Gov- 
ernment, 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. With all due 
respect to the gentleman from Indiana, | submit 
that it is hardly fair for him to characterize tiie 
enterprise asa fraud. I do not believe there is 
any evidence before him or before the House to 
justify him in characterizing it asa fraud, In 
doing so he c fraud on one of the highest 
Departments of the Government, and on a large 
number of gentlemen whose integrity, so far as | 
know, stands unimpeached here er elsewhere. 

I want to say a single word more in reply to 
the gentleman from Indiana. I understood him 
to advocate the forcible seizure of this property, 
that it might be converted to Government pur- 


_Mr. HOLMAN. If required for Government 


use. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. Iam quite sur- 
prised to hear from the honorable gentieman an 
advocacy of a measure of so harsh a character. 
I thought he was one of those who did not be- 
lieve in the assumption of arbit powers on 
the part. of the Government, I believe there is 
not an instance on record where the Government 
has ever from its foundation to this day seized‘ a 
piece of property for the establishment of a navy- 

ard or for emy similar purpose whatever. And 

am greatly surprised that in this time, here, 
when there is an opportunity to make a fair pur- 
chase and for a use declared to be necessary by 
ali the officers of the Government who have any 
know of it—a purchase which two commit- 
too of is House have sanctioned, which this 
‘House itself has sanctiored—the gentleman from 


ine 8, and the. 
civil engineer of the yard, and, I believe, of every 
officer of the Navy who has given any opinion 
sore this subject? Will he set the opinions of 
| these officers aside, and consider them of onl 
equal value to the article in a newspaper, whic 
was submitted here by the gentleman fi i- 
ana? Ido know who wrote that article in 
the newspaper. I have seen it only since I came 
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Indiana should come here and declare that the 
Government is incompetent either to ascertain the 
value of this property or to conduct a negotiation 
for it on ordinary business principles, and should 
recommend that the Government should with an 
jron hand seize the property of these private citi- 
zens and convert it to pablie use, paying for it 
whatever the Government might see fit. Formy 
own: part, | protest against such a proceeding un- 
der such circumstances, or until it shall become 
a matter of necessity. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Will the gentleman from 
Massachusetts allow me to say a word? 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. Yes, sir, 

Mr. GRINNELL. | rise to a point of order. 
My friend from Indiana has already spoken three 
times on this subject, and I want to limit him to 
halfan hour. | desire to speak myself. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, in assniling the provision for condem- 
nation of lands for the use of the Government, as- 
sails the policy of probably every State in the 
Union. He comes in at a very late moment to 
assail that policy, after him, and myself, and all 
others, permitting that bill to pass through with- 
out one dissenting voice, But now, when the 
principle touches the State of Massachusetts, the 
gentleman is very indignant. 

Mr. STEVENS, r. Speaker, how can I 
limit this debate? There must certainly be some 
way to limit it. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Wegave the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania all the time he wanted. 

Mr. STEVENS, Not one twentieth part of 
the time the gentleman has occupied. 

The SPEAKER pro t » (Mr. Rotims, of 
New Hampshire, in the chair.) The Chair is 


informed that debate is going on by unanimous || 


consent. 


Mr. GRINNELL. 


ct. 

Mr. KING. I will resume the floor. I have 
yielded first to one gentleman and then to another, 
with a desire to elicit the true facts of the case. | 


I deny that as a matter of 


. do not know enough about the case to undertake 


to form an opinion or to pronounce that a fraud 
is manifestly intended to be perpetrated on the 
Government. But there is just such a case pre- 
sented here as to justify me in asking the House 
whether it is prepared to ‘vote $135,000 for the 
purchase of this prepeny If the Government 

the owners will not ac- 
cept a fair value for it, it can be seized and a fair 
vaiue paid for it. The Government would not 
pretend to take it upon their own valuation. If 
they do seize private property for ee er 
poses they will have to adopt some rule by which 
&@ fair valuation of that property can be arrived at. 

For one, | am not content to vote for this ap- 
propriation with all the facts that have been de- 
veloped in the course of this discussion. I do 
not desite to detain the House; 1 simply rose to 
call the attention of the Hlouse to these tacts; and 
I will add that after the tesumony which has been 
presented to-day in support of thepropriety of this 
appropriation Tf confess that! do not feel enlight- 
ened by it; but on the contrary it has only served 
to confirm me in the opinion that the appropria- 
tion ought not to be made. 

Mr. STEVENS, 1 demand the previous ques- 
tion upon this amendment of the Senate. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The amendment of the Senate was concurred 
in—ayes 56, noes 38. 

Mr. HOLMAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment of the Senate was con- 
curred in; and also moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. oe E 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
Ninth pmerament ss wed. 
10, | » two, and strike ont‘ 
com nen bi at k seven hu of and 


Rineteen,”? and i ‘fn View thereof “six hundted and 
-@ixty-nine ;°? so as 40 make the appropriations fur the New 
York wavy yard $669,315. ' 
_. The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
amended coneurrence in this amendment. : 
. The amendment was concurred in. : 
Tenth amendment: 
* Page 10, ines fifteen and sixteen, strike out“ marine 
railway in west ship-bouse”’ In the following clause of the 


® 


at ey 


: 


¢iilpor exteanet jotta sao ing: mil, marine railway in 
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The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. * 


Twenty-second amendment: 

Strike out ‘three’ and insert “ four,? so that it will 
read: ‘‘ For the pay of assistant astronomer, four aids and 
clerk, $8,500.” . 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended non-concurrence. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

‘Twenty-third amendment: 

Strike out the following words: 

,000 thereof shall be divided among three aids as 
their salary. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended non-concurrence. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Twenty-fourth amepdment: 

Fon the purchase and ration of a site for a cemete 
for the Navy and imtae Carpe near Philadelphia, $15,000. 
* The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended non-concurrence, ; 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Twenty-fifth amendment: 


Insertafter the word ‘“ photographer’ the words “ for the 
ordnance department.”’ 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in, 


Twenty-sixth amendment: 

Insert: 

For the compensation of petty officers, seamen, and oth- 
ers of the crew of the United States steamer Monitor, lost 
at sea December 30, 1862, $3,000. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Twenty-seventh amendment: 

Insert : 

For compensation of petty officers, seamen, and others 
of the crew of the Unitéd yo steamer Cairo, lost in the 
Yazoo river, December 12, 1862, $8,250. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence. _ 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Twenty-eighth amendment: 





























ie ea ee and tools, storehouse “ ~ 
kinds, and rail eat in yards, $220,465. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence in thisamendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Eleventh amendment: 

Page 10, lines eighteen and nineteen, strike out “two 
sees teeree mie as meee 

3”? oO n 

above coregeas of the bill $149,000, 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence in this amendment, 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Twelfth amendment: 

Page 11, after line three, insert: 

For machinery and materials for the repair of veasels at 
Pensacola, Ship Island, and New Orleans, $100,000. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended coneurrence in this amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Thirteenth amendment: 

Page 12, after line nine, insert: 

Mare Istand, California: 

For completion of bospital, $75,000. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended non-coneurrence in this amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Fourteenth amendment: 


Page 13, in the paragraph “for pay of superintendents, 
naval constructors, and alt the civil establishments of the 


severai navy-yards and stations, $125,688; this appropri- 
ation is made upon the basis of no increase of Sy 
strike out the words, ‘‘ this appropriation is made upon the 
basis of no increase of salary,” and insert.in lieu of, 
“and the aunual salary of the constructing engineer at 
Mare Island, California, shall be $3,200 after the close of 
the present fiscal year.” 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended non-concurrence in this amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Fifteenth amendment: 

Page 14, strike out lines seven and eight, as follows: 

For pay of clerks in the ordnance department at the sev- 
eral navy-yards, in lieu of the present per diem pay, viz: 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence in this amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. ) 


Sixteenth amendment: 


Page 14, strike out the following: nt Strike out the following: , 
For salary of one clerk at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That for the e 
navy-yard, $1,000. of building a floating dry-dock for monitors at the New 


For salary of one clerk at $1,200, and one at $1,000 per 
annum, at Boston nayy-yard, 


For salary of one clerk at the Philadelphia navy-yard, 


1,000. 
: For salary of chief clerk at $1,800, one clerk at $1,000, 
andone draughtsman at $1,800 per annum, at Washington 
navy-yard, 600. 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence in this amendment, 

The amendment was concurred in, 

Seventeenth amendment: 

After line seventeen insett: 


‘York navy-yard, and also atthe navy-yard at Philadeiphia, 
at a price not exceeding $260,000 each, the sum of $520,000 
be, the same fs oe iedtndoae to be paid out of 
the priation of $750, oating dry-dock at navy- 
yard New York, provided for by the act ing appropria- 
tions for the naval service of the United States, approved 
March 3, 1863; and the balance of said appropriation be, 
and the same is hereby, repealed. 

. The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended a non-concurrence in the amendment. 

he amendment was non-concurred in. . 
Twenty-ninth amendment: 


- Tah ne ones ngneeeriated Add: 
the Naval Academy shall be « to the support of any And be it further That there shall be added three 
ipmen hereatter appointed not in strict con professors to the number of mathematics now 
with the provisions of the law for appointing pmen || authorized by law, who shall be nted and commis- 
to the Naval Academy. ’ sioned as now provided by law, who shalf be a professor 
The Committee of Ways and Means recom. || Of etiiies and Eugiish sundivs, & of Spanish, and 


a professor of drawing at the Naval Academy. 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended a concurrence. a 

The amendment was concurred in. 


mended concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Eighteenth amendment: 


I : J : .% Rn 

For constructing a coal wharf at Key West, Florida, || bop steps te 

The Committee of ‘Ways and Means recom- lee eteeeeeterd semen: aodeena 
mended non-concurrence. grounds Dednte Apnapolis, in the State of Maryland, before the 

The amendment was non-concurred in. ‘commencement of the academic year, 


, Nineteenth amendment: 
lusert: ~* , tah 
F coal to storehouse at Key West, Flor- 
The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 

mended non-concurrence. ; 

‘The amendment was non-concurred in. 
‘Twentieth amendment; 
nesert: 4 4 + . he 
railroad from wharf to the coal 

Weather nettane 

‘The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 

ed non-concurrence. | oa 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 


mended a concurrence. 
eae ceria — regen has act- 
ually atA vanul t ing out of 

this rebelli It was then thought 

patie Ieabeisen athe: Wty teak cs. choats 
sutbony ncgarasiechenieion, tama. 
can return it to e° - 
stand the y of War declines to. sur- 
render the buildings, which are now used as a 
sitbary ary station. It may be asimportant in 1865 
as ee it may be 
ee ne A » if we pass this law and 
was non-concurred in. 6 a eho pe ny sapemanan the eee 
; wenty-first ndment: ay ay 2 by h propert Ww . . 
age age ‘officers to: the Gievel Acaiheusy ° Woeal me tha if iis heceenry de loome 
ae ~ a oe be postponed until a future time, and until 
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the necessity and ae ce ee 
property can be used by the Naval Academy to 


the advantage of the Academyand of the country. 

As I said before, there is no necessity of pass- 
ing this law, for the reason that the power and 
authority already exist in the Department to re- 
move the Academy if they see fit. 

Mr.STEVENS. This Academy was removed 
to Newport from necessity, and that necessity has 
ceased to exist. There is no reason, therefore? 
that we know of, why the Academy should not 
be returned to An . Ayear is given before 
it is to be done, and if before that time circum- 
stances should bealtered, this law can be repealed. 

Bilt there are various reasons conpected with 
the discipline of the School why it should not be 
at Newport. Newportis a and fashionable 
place, subject, of course, to all the vices which 
always attend upon large cities. It is no place 
to send young men for education of any kind. I 
do not speak this of Newport more than of any 
other large place. I believe it is always better 
to have seminaries of learning in small villages, 
where there afe but few temptations to vice. At 
Annapolis there are but very few people. Itisa 
small village, and just about the right size for an 
institution. It is in a healthy climate, it is al- 
ways open to the sea, and the frosts never inter- 
fere with the navigation. Last year I voted against 
this same proposition because I thought Mary- 
land was not yet redeemed, and I was unwilling 
to vote to return the Academy there until she was 
redeemed. But I am glad to believe that that 
time has now arrived, and I am ready now to 
vote for the removal. 

I learn that the expenses to be saved will be 
between seventy-five and one hundred thousand 
dollars; and I also learn that it is the desire of 
the faculty and professors of that institution that 
it should he returned to Annapolis. 

Mr. DIXON. In what way is that money to 
be saved? , 

Mr. STEVENS. Igis so stated by those who 
have examined the matter; but I have not in- 
quired into it. 

Mr. DIXON. The Naval Academy has been 
very largely increased in numbers since its re- 
moval to Newport. The accommodations at New- 
port were supposed to be temporary, and the 
accommodations at Annapolis were not entirely 
equal to the numbers there previous to its re- 


moval. 
Mr. CRESWELL, I will say to the gentle- 
man that the accommodations there were ample. 
Mr. STEVENS, I desire to know how much 
rent the Government is now paying at Newport? 
Mr. DIXON. 1 do not know. 
_ Mr. inky nba ‘here is a large item of sav- 
ing in that. 
he amendment of the Senate wasconcurred in. 
Last amendment: 


Amend the title by adding thereto the words “ and for 
er purposes.” - 


The amendment was agreed to. 


‘Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the sev- 
eral votes by which the Senate amendments were 
concurred in; and also moved to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table. — ° 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


- ‘PACIFIC RATLROAD. 
Mr. COLE, of California, by unanimous con- 
fic railroad a CH aa TT) te on 
thorize and = o = sakes 7 ata rao 
connecting the Pacific railroad in California with 
the Columbia riyer in Oregon; which 
mitted, and Cedarea fe be printed. eee 


ay v4 


_ MESSAGE FROM THE SENATD. 

A from the Senate, by Mr. Fonwey, thei 
retary inferasdd the Ever thactha Beitpis hod 
agreed to the amendments 


the House 


: b 
BR ede crore ill ( “R.No. 198) mak- 
jing a 
ing June | 


ns for the Army forthe year end, 
ing 0, 1865; that the Senate insist upon its 
nth amendment, disagreed ee the House; 


_ Of the House to the seventh and eighth amend- 


ments of the Senate to said bill; and ask a confer- 

v of the two Houses 
appointed Messrs. Fessen- 
such committee 











‘tory that is familiar to all, especially to gentle- 
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Also, that the Senate agree to the amendments || election then approaching. To this convention no 
of the House to the bill (S. No. 160) granting || ‘northern fanatic’? was invited. There was no 
landsto aid in the construction of certain railroads || Wendell Phillips, no Cheever, no Beecher, no 
in the State of Wisconsin. Garrison, no Greeley, and nota single black Re- 

Also, that the Senate have passed a joint reso- || publican to interrupt the free flow of brotherly 
lution (H. R. No. 69) for the payment of volun- || love and the exercise of * concession,’’ “ compro- 
teers called out for not jess than one hundred days. }| mise,’’ and *‘ peace.” In ‘short, there were no 


abolitionists to ‘* molest or make, them afraid.’’ 
THE REBELLIOUS STATES. . Being free from all these fanatical elements, which 
The SPEAKER. The next business is the || they say have produced the war; it would be rea- 


consideration of the bill in relation to the rebel- || sonable to suppose that the men'who are now 
lious States, upon. which the gentleman from || such devoted disciples of peace might have kept 
Maine [Mr. Pernaw} is entitled to the floor. peace in their own brotherhood. Bat noveo. The 
Mr. PERHAM. Mr. Speaker, when I took || southern members determined to obtain more ex- 
my seat as a member of this Congress I was im- || plicitackno t as to the rights of their pe- 
pressed with asense of the responsibilities which || culiar institution in the Territories. The north- 
attach to the position, and the magnitude of the |} ern delegates objected. ‘They had made a good 
questions which were toclaim our attention. We || run with Buchanan on the Cincinnati plalform 
are in the midst of a gigantic war, such as the || four years before, by giving it one constrection 
world has never before seen. Our democratic || in the South and another in the North; and they 
form of Government has suddenly and violently || were assured that with the same platform the 
been put to the severest test. The opponents of || same thing could be successfully chaged in. 
our system of Government have been compelled, || They (the northern delegates) proposed to leave 
in view of our unparalleled prosperity, to admit || the whole question of slavery in the Territories 
its superiority in time of peace; but they have |} to the decision of the Supreme Court. By this 
told us, tauntingly, that whenever internal com- || they hoped to keep that exciting question out of 
motion should arise we should find our form of |} the canvass and prolong Democratic rule another 
government inadequate to withstand the shock, || four years. To this proposition the southern 
and should go down beneath the bloody surges of || members objected. Mr.Glenn,a member of the 
battle, as other republics have gone before. The || convention from Mississippi, said: 
time foretold is now upon us. ,. The shock has « Sir, at Cincinnati we adopted a platform on which we 
oneae, with terrible force. The world holds its oo ree new ne z= Went, of pe en oe the 
; i ty » an w ‘was e@ con- 
arene San - Tene ena ots struction placed upon that platform in the different sections 


; f the U; ? You at the West said it méaunt one thing, 
of our downfall; while the down-trodden, the op- || we at the South said it meant another. Either we were 


essed,and the liberty-loving masses of all lands || right or were right; we were w or you were 
oo conunually offering cen for our success. || W!0Ms- We come here to ask you which was right and 
lt is a struggle between freedom and despotism, || “8 W% Wrens. 

not only for us, but for the world, Never, per- |} _ Mr. Milton, of Florida, accused the northern 
haps, were such weighty issues committed to the || Democrats of having ** hardened their hearts and 
arbitrament of the sword. In this view of the || stiffened their necks against the South.’’. Mr. 
struggle in which we are engaged our action be- || Yancey, of Alabama, made a very sensible re- 
comes important. All our efforts should be di- || mark, when he said in the convention, ‘ You 
rected to the success of our mutual cause—the || gave up the real ground of battle, the key-note 
suppression of the rebellion and the salvation of || to success, when you acknowledged that slavery 
our commoncountry. With these views, and in || was wrong.”’ ‘* You are now,”’ he says, * in no 
this spirit, | have thus far contented myself in || condition to defend it.” After quarreling in the 
being a quiet worker with my associates. And || convertion for ten long days, with no result but 
now, did [ not feel that the course pursued by the || the secession of a large portion of the southern 
members on the other side of this Hall is calcu- |} members, they adjourned. And after six weeks 
lated to undermine the people’s confidence in the || spent in consultation and in earnest effort to re- 
Government, create discord among those who || store harmony, they came together at Belumorc 
should be agreed, dishearten our friends, encour- || agreeably to adjournment, only to renew the old 
age our enemies, and prolong the war, my voice || family quarrel. And at the end of six days, 
would not be heard to-day. spentin alternately ‘*‘ compromising,’’ ‘‘ conced- 


the most extravagant declarations as to what they || ocratic presidential tickets were put in nomina- 
would do if the people could be induced to give || tion. If the northern delegates bad been willing 
back to them the administration of the Govern- |} to = a tithe of what they have since demanded 
ment. In the face of the fact that they continued {| of Congress and the Administration the southern 
in power till seven States had defied the authority |} delegates would have been..satisfied. But they 
of the Government and the war fully inaugurated, || would not. It is said the South has been driven 
they have the hardihood to tell us if their coun- || out-of the Union by the friends of the Adminis- 
sels had prevailed the rebellion’ would: not have || tration. By the same processof reasoning | might 
occurred. They persist in characterizing this || Say to the opponents of the Administration, You 
as * Lincoln’s war,” ‘ Black Republican war,” || drove them out,of your. convention. ‘They'se- 
** abolition war,’’ “‘ war for the niggers,’’ a ** hell- ceded from the convention because you would 
ish crusade’? carried on in * violation of the’ Con- {| not yield to their demands. - They seceded from 
stitution,’ &c.,&c. They evidently hope by con- || the Union because a majority of the people had 
tinually ringing the changes on these terms into voted against their demands. You drove them, 
the ears of the people to conceal the real facts in || nearly all, out of the Charleston convention, and 
the case and divert the attention of the country || whennew delegates wereelected, and every south- 
from the record which the history of the last four |} ern State except South Carolina knocked at the 
years has made for them. doors of the Baltimore convention for admission, 
I have been compelled to listen to these charges |} and assured you that if you refused them they 
for five months on this floor, and from other Dem- || would dissolve the Union, you drove them away 
ocratic sources ever since the commencement of || also. Itis notfor me to say that your action 
the war. I-therefore deem it my duty to deny || was wrong. l amonlyapplyingto you the same 
the allegations and repel the slander, and, so far || rule you apply to us, was before (re man- 
as I may be able in the time allotted me,appeal to || hood of your party was entirely ground out, as 
the facts in the case to sustain my position and || evinced in a brief made inthe Baltimore 
place the responsibility of the war and its contin- || convention by Mr. Church, of New York. Mr. 
ustion where it belongs. Church said: P 
To show the success which attended the last ‘One question after another has been presented to us, 
effart of the Democratic party to conciliate their ood wo bere. hoon Arked be gente Sin peinions that point, 
thern brethren and their adaptation to that |} jten ns "alte we are lowe te ttad ah chersinins 
kind of work, I propose to refer wa piece of his- ; r manhood—nay, more, everything 


ou 
which distinguishes the manhood of two hundred thousand 
Democrats behind us.”’ 


men overthe way. Onthe 3d day of May, 1860, 
the party known as the National Democratic These words were well spoken, and contained 
party met at Charleston, South Carolina, for the || whatyou all know tobe truth, but they were the 
purpose of adopting a platform of principles and |) last expiring sounds of Democratic ** manhood.” 
nominating candidates for President and@ Vice || I recognize on the rolls of the convention the 
President to be supported by the party in the |} names of some of the members of thie House. 


TN 


Gentlemen on the other side have indulged in || ing,” and quarreling, they divided, and two Dem- 
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They could not save their own party from disin- 
tegration; they proved themselves entirely inéom- 
petent to save the country from the same fate when 
they had the power, and how they come here and 
ask the American people to trust them to restore 
the Government they have so sadly mutilated! 
But the people are notagaim to be cheated. From 
the granite hills of New Hampshire, the valleys 
of Connecticut, the fertile fields of Maryland, 
from almost every ballot-box in the land, there 
goes up one rebel-extinguishing, copperhead- 
crushing, Union-inspiring, No! 

Gentlemen on the other side persist in apply- 
ing to us such terms as “ negro-worshipers,’’ 
friends of the “‘everlasting negro,’’ &c. Now, 
I have never met a class of men from the ends 
of whose tongues and pens the éxpression of 
thoughts pertaining to the negro run off soeasily, 
so rapidly, and so naturally, and whose resolu- 
tions and speeches are so burdened with such 
thoughts, as these Democratic gentlemen. Take 
the convention to which | have referred as an ex- 
ample. None but Democrats were allowed to 
take part; and yet, as usual, the first question in- 
troduced was the negro question. The negro -was 
in every speech, every resolution, every vote, 
and, ay sree in every ee the conven- 
tion. And, after sixteen long days spent in this 
way, the negro was the rock on which they split. 
And when that party has become so obnoxious 
as to be a stench in the nostrils of all good men, 
as it is fast becoming, an indignant people will 
bury it out of sight, and, borrowing an expression 
as familiar in every well-regulated mocratic 
family as * household words,”’ they will write 
upon its tombstone “Died of nigger on the brain,”’ 

All the South demanded in the convention that 
was not willingly granted by the northern dele- 
gates was a recognition of their right to take 
their slave property into the Territories and have 
it protected there. This proposition was rejected 
by the very men who, a few months later, be- 
came enamored with the Crittenden proposition, 
so called,and who have not ceased from that time 
to the present to point to that as the ** golden op- 
portunity’’ when the rebele might have made 
our friends. This measure would have had, if 
passed, no other effect than to demonstrate anew 
the capability of the northern people for self-abase- 
ment, as su went events have fully shown. 
By this promenes the Constitution ** as it és,”’ 
about which our Democratic friends are now so 
very tenacious, was to be so amended that sla- 
very would be fastened more strongly on the 
peeple. The right of Congress to abolish slavery 
in territory ander its immediate jurisdiction was 
forbidden. The right to transport slaves from 
ene State to another was to be guarantied; thus 

ctically making every State in the Uniona slave 

te, by cierto the master to carry the slave 
code of his own State intoany other » with 
power toenforee it there. The Government was 
to pay to the owner of fugitive slaves, in case 
he should be prevented from captu them by 
force, the full value of the slaves. All the ter- 
nae of the United States south of 36° 30’— 
nearly as large as the thirteen original States— 
was to be dedicated to slavery during its terri- 
torial condition; thus making it morally certain 
that these Territories would eventually become 
sluve States. All these guarantees were to be se- 
cured to slavery by constitutional amendment; with 
the further vision that no future amendment 
of the Constitution should affect these orthe ex- 


isi rovisions pertaining to that #u ty or 
“ whan shall aathorize or cide to Ooabres any 
power to abolish or interfere with slavery in any 
of the States by whose laws it is or may be al- 
lowed or permitted.’ As a consideration forall 
these new constitutional protections for slavery, 
and ss an equivalent for them, it was magnani- 
mously conceded that the provision imthe fugitive 
siave law, which gave a bribe, in the shape of a 
double fee, to the commissioner for remanding 
the accused to slavery, should be pis Gere 
the fee should be the same whether the deci 
should be in favor or against the claimant. This 
is what is called ‘* compromising” with ee 
The America pan ow had just declared in 
election of Mr. Li ,on the Chicago platform 
that slavery should not be carried imto | 
then free. The President and the members of 
elected by the people on that issue were 


required to repudiate every obligation that rests || In like manner we have been equally watchful to guard our || to the various considerations involved in the 


on public officers to respect and maintain invio- 
late the principles on which they were elected. 
The Administration was requlioted to do just what 
the American people had instructed it not to do, 
and what both the old parties had repeatedly re- 
fused to do. Strange as it may appear to the 
world, we were required by men professing to 
act from democratic principles to sarrender the 


right of a constitutional majority to rule, and* 


transfer it to a defeated minority. All these de- 
mands were made upon the loyal people of the 


country to win back to their allegiance a few |! 


thousand rebels who wickedly wrested the Gov- 
ernment of # portion of the States from the loyal: 
people, whose right it was to rule; threatened and 
bullied them into submission; stole the property 
of the Government; murdered its citizens; incited’ 
the merciless savage to the most terrible deeds of 
outrage and murder known in modern history; 
laughed at the efforts of the Govefnment to strike 
down their rebellious hands, and declared they 
would not come back into the hated Union even 
if they were given a sheet of white paper on which 
to dictave their own terms. 

To the declaration so often made on this floor 
that the Administration and its friends are re- 
sponsible for the war | answer: } 

1. If the South had any cause for complaint, 
the Democratic party, and not the Union or Re- 
publican party, is responsible for it. T 
controlled the Government, with but brief inter- 
ruptions, for sixty years; and when the rebel 
States seceded, though a Republican President 


had been elected, the Democrats had a majority 
both in the Senate and House of Re ntatives, 
and would have been able to hold an effectual 


cheek upon the executive branch of the Govern- 
ment. If they had not given the southern peo- 
ple their rights it was their own fault. — 

2. There was no ground for complaint. The 
southern States had continued in the enjoyment 
of all their constitutional rights, and, so far as 
the election of Mr. Lincoln was concerned, they 
never stood on a firmer basis than at the time of 
secession. This declaration is corroborated by the 
testimony of leading Democrats, both North and 
South. Mr. Douglas, in his speech delivered in 
Chieago, May 1, 1861, said: 

“They [the rebels] assume, on the election of a particular 
candidate, that-their riglits are not safe’inthe Union. What 
evidence do they present of this? | defy any man to show 
any act on which it is based, What act been omitted 
to be done? | appeal to these assembled thousands, that 
»o far as the constitutional rights of slaveholders are con- 
cerned, nothing has been done and nothing omitted of 
they can complain. 

“There has never been a time from the day W. 
was inaugurated first President of these United States 
when the rights of the southern States stood firmer under 
the laws of the land than they do now ; there never was a 


time when tiey bad not as good cause for disunion asthey | 


have to-day. . What good cause have they now that has 
not existed uhder every Administration? 

“Uf they say the territorial question: ‘now, for the first 
time, there is no act of Congress prohibiti Se nea 
where. Lf it-be the men-onforaeuipall of ee seeniss ite 
complaints that L have heard have been of the too 
‘and faithful falfillmeut of the. fugitive slave law. ‘Then, 
what reason have they ? 


"The slavery question is a mere excuse. ‘The election 


othe present secession 4 vement is, the result of an 
“ a on e 

dadbinaus Goes cy Chbed pore than ayearsince, forined 
by leaders in southern confederacy more than twelve 
months ago.”” 

I desire to call the special attention of those 
men who persist in attributing all our difficulties 
to ** northern aggression”’ to the following ex- 
tracts from aspeech of the present vice president 
of the southern confederacy, Hon. Alexander H. 
delivered in the secéssion convention of 





\ we bave had twenty-fourto 


They had | 





aera ee! 


‘May 3, 


interests in the ' of Government. In choos- 
ing the coketonteaion tempore) of the te, 
eleven. Speakers of the 
fear ep oc thee Bs wnneesieate andabe aie. While 
e usajority epresentatives, from the ater popu- 
ies were are Seer ee er ae 
gencrally er, , toa greater ex- 
tent, shapes and ouabain legislation of the ee. 
we 2 ‘Attorney Generals we have had 
fourteen, while the North have had but five.e ror min- 
isters we have had eighty-six, and they bot fifty-four.” * 
» *  *. & We have had the principal embassies, so 
as to secure the. world’s markets for our cotton, tobacco, 
sugar, on the best possible terms, We have had avast 
of the higher offices of both Army and Navy, while 
of the soldiers and sailors — 
the North. 80 of clerks, audit comp- 
0 the Executive Departments. records 
new for the last fifty years that of thrée thousand thus 
ployed, we have had more than two thirds of the same, 
while we have but one third of the white population of the 
wri of ° * * A fraction over three 
ps of the revenue collected for the eunness ot the Gov- 
ernment bas uniformly been raised from the North. Pause 
now while you can, gentlemen, and contemplate carefully 
and candidly these important-items.” 
I might continue these quotations to any length, 


but those I have given are sufficient for my pres- 


ent purpose. 

. 3. Phe rebel governmenthad been organized, and 
through the aid and coéperation of the traitors in 
Mr.Buchanan’s Government they had thoroughly 
papers for war, and the issue—abject subjection 
to the malcontents, and the dismemberment of our 
once glorious Union, or war for the maintenance of 
the national unity—was fully made up, and trans- 
mitted from Mr. Béchanan's to Mr. Lincotn’s Ad- 
ministration. In December, 1860, three months be- 
fore Mr. Lincoln’s term commenced, seventy thou- 
sand stand ofarmsin Charleston, which Mr. Floyd 
had placed in the care of the South Carolina rebels, 
were taken possession of forthe rebel government. 
On the 25th of the same month, Major Anderson 
was obliged to abandon Fort Moultrie and seek 
refuge in Fort Sumter. On the 7th day of Jan- 
uary, 1861, about two months before Mr, Lin- 
coln’s inauguration, the Richmond Dispatch an- 
nounced that Virginia was prepared efficiently to 
arm twenty-five thousand troops. On the 14th 
day of February, 1861, forty-two self-constituted 
Democratic representatives of seven rebellious 
States met at Montgomery for the purpose of or- 
ganizing a rebel government within the old Union. 
And on the 18th of February, fifteen days be- 
fore ‘the expiration of Mr. Buchanan’s term of 
office, Jefferson Davis, having abandoned his seat 
in the United States Senate, was inaugurated the 
head of this self-constituted government. Imme- 
diately after Mr. Davis’s inauguration, a mémber 
of their military committee said: 

** We have arms in abundance, E State has amply 
‘ itself to meet any emergency may arise, and 
is daily purchasing and receiving cannon, mortars, shells, 

d oul repels ot i with which to overwhelm 
the versary. Organized armies now exist in all 
the States, commanded by officers brave, accomplished, 
and oapesinncess and even should war occur in twenty 
days I feei confident that they have hoth the valor and, the 
arms successfully to resist any force whatever. Let the 
issue come, J fear not the result.”?> - . 

On the 19th of December, 1860, Mr. Miles, a 
former member of Congress, in a speech made in 
the South Carolina convention, stated that the fol- 
lowing, among other things, was said to Mr. 
Buchanan: . _ 


| if you attempt to send 
rleston harbor,) that 


* Ttis our n conviction 
a solitary soldier to these forts, [in ‘ 
the instant the ‘reaches our people, and we 
shall take care that it does reach them, for we have sources 


stormed. 


information, these forts will 


© About the middle of November, 1860, Hon. L. 
M. Keitt, ina declared that ** Mr. 
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sok ary 
Buchanan was pledged to secession, and he 
to hold him:toit.”’ : 
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tion of the seceding States. Congress should so 
employ its opportunities that the act of secession 
may be consummated with the least possible 
amount of ill feeling and inconvenience on either 
side.’ January 31, 1861, this Democratic organ 
suspended its publication, announcing that its 
issue would be resumed in about one month at 
the capital of the southern confederacy. Com- 
ments unnecessary. A more disgraceful record 
has not been made by any party on the face of 
the earth than that made by the leaders of the Dem- 
ocratic party during the last four years, 

4. | answer, this is emphatically a Democratic 
rebellion, inaugurated by Democrats, under a 
Democratic Administration, by its knowledge and 
consent; stimulated and enco d by the prom- 
ise of powerful aid from the Democrats of the 
North, and now kept alive by the hope that the 
** peace Democracy”’ of the North will come to 
their aid and allow them to * go in peace,”’ In 
proof of this declaration, I propose to notice the 
paft which leading Democratic officials took in 
the inauguration of the rebellion. On the 9h of 
January, 1861, nearly two months before the close 
of Mr. Buchanan’s Administration, the Star of 
the West, sailing under the American flag, with 
supplies for our famishing soldiers in Fort Sum- 
ter, was fired into by rebel batteries commanded 
by Democratic officers and manned by Democratic 
gunners, thus commencing the war. 

Jacob Thompson, Mr. Buchanan’s Secretary 
of the Interior, revealed his treason to the coun- 
try in a speech which he subsequently made in 
Misssningte as fullows: 

T sent 9 dispateh to Judge Longstreet that the Star of 
the West was coming with reinforcements, The troo 
were then put on their guard, and when the Star of the 
West arrived, she received a warm frotn boom- 
ing cannon, and soon beat a hasty retreat.’’ 

John B. Floyd, then Secretary of War, took 
good care to so scatter the United States forces to 
remote parts of the country that they were, as he 
intended, entirely unavailable. He had also taken 
caré to deplete all the northern forts and arsenals 
of the most approved arms and munitions of war, 
and to transfer them to the depositories in the 
South, taking care that men were placed in com- 
matd who would surrender their commands with 
all the Government property whenever the new 
goreenrt which was to be, should make the 

emand. Seven hundred and seven thousand 
stand of arms and two hundred thousand revolv- 
ers were thus transferred from the North and 
taken possession of by the rebel government. 
Having betrayed his geen ae ‘polluted her 
sanctuaries, this Democratic official was, like Mr. 
Buchanan’s organ, very properly transferred to 
the southern confederacy. 

Our Navy, then under the direction of Isaac 
Toucey,a New England Democrat, consisting of 
ninety vessels, carrying some twenty-five hun- 
dred guns, had, during the time the “re was 
being planwed, been so distributed in the different 
waters of the world that a select committee, ap- 
pointed by the House of Repsesentatives Febru- 
ary 21, 1861, reported that at the time of their 
appointment the entire force available for 
= gata of the whole. lic aaceeee 

steamer Brooklyn, twenty-five 

sete sant Relief, two gene; while dhe forme 
Charleston Terese wih ale except at spring 
tide, and the latter was under orders to the cous 
of Africa with stores for the African ete 
remained unexpended, no effort was made to put 

reasury, under the direction of Howell 
Cobb, of Georgia, was no better than the 
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sagen ly soe st cate 
to the very verge o tey. 
“rfid Dethotratic albciute 1 
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power to secede, I have never believed 
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The scenes of violence and murder committed 


on those suspected of loyalty to the old flag beg- || 


gars deserip*ion. Qne of their vigilance committ- 
tees in Texas boasted that they had in three 
months whipped and banished or hung over two 
handred abolitionists, including three Methodist 
ministers. Other similar associations, made up 
in most cases of leaders of the Democratic party 
and their adherents in their several localities, were 
at the same time pursuing the same bloody busi- 
ness. This wae the state of the country under 
Buchanan's Administration, Could we have had 
at that time an Administration of the Jacksonian 
stamp long enough to =~ and execule just one 
** By THE ETERNAL,” the rebellion, like that of 
thirty years betore, would have been nipped in the 


bud, and these millions of treasure and rivers of 


bivod and tears saved. o 

But, considering the weaknessof human nature, 
and the fact that the South had for many years 
held the President subservient to their will, it is 
perhaps no wonder that the old man, then in his 
dotage, who was acting as an apology for Presi- 
dent of the United States, surrounded by advisers 
such as I have referred to, acting undera promise 
and solemn pledge, as the rebels claimed, that he 
would not attempt to ** coerce”’ them, and con- 
sidering the other fact that his party friends North 
were committed to the anti-coercion doctrine, and 
that a large majority of them at that time were in 
full sympathy with the rebels, declared that the 
rebellion had attained such ** vast and alarming 
proportions as to place it entirely above and be- 
yond Executive control,” co 

5. All the facts that have come to light dur- 
ing the progress of the war show that the South 
commenced the rebellion with the expectation 
based on the assurance of northern Democrats, 
that a civil strife was to be created in the northern 
States which would neutralize the power of the 
Government there, while pe would makean easy 
conquest of this capital, take possession of the 
public archives, and establish the confederate gov- 
ernment as the Government of the United States. 
Many of their declarations show this expectation. 

In aspeech made by Mr. Walker, Jeff. Davis’s 
secretary of war, on receiving the news of the 
full of Sumter, he gave utterance to this idea in 
the following language: 

“No man can tell where the war commenced this day 
willend. But TI will prophesy that the flag which now 
flauuts the breeze lrere will float over the dome of the old 
Capitol at Washington betore the lst of May. Let them 
try southern ebivalry and test the extent of southern re- 
sources, and it may float eventually over Faneuil fal) it- 
self.” 

Mr. Douglas, who had the best of opportuni- 
ties for judging of the motives and expectations 
which gave life to the rebellion, in his Chieago 
speech already referred to used the following lan- 
guage: 

«TI know they expected to presenta united South against 
a divided North, ‘They hoped in the northern States 
nosy anesione would bring civil war between Democrats 
and Repubiicans, when the South would step iu with her 
coliorts, aid One party to conquer the other, and then make 
easy prey of the victors. Theif sehene was carnage and 
eivit war in the North.” 

I now proceed to show that thisexpectation of 
aid from the northern Democracy was not un- 
founded. Ex-President Pierce, in a letter to his 
friend Jeff. Davis, says: 

‘Without diseassing the question of right, of abstract 

that absolute dis- 

of the Union can occur without blood; and if, 

thro the madness of northern abolitiouism, that dire 

mnust come, the will not be along Mason 

and Dixon’s line werely. {1 will be within ourown bor- 

der, within our own streets, between the two classes to 

whom Ihave teferaen. Those who defy the law aad scout 

constitutional pone will, if we ever reach the arbi. 
trument of arms, find occupation enough at home,” 

Daring Mr. Bachanan’s administration Jeff. 
Davis made avvisit to the North, stopping some 
weeks in the State of Maine, ostensibly to recruit 
his trealth, but, as sul ent events prove, to 


consult with his political friends there in regard 


to the course to be pursaed by them in the event 
of the defeat of the Democratic party in the next 
presidential election. 

On his return to Mississippi he made a speech 
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t thé capital of the State, in which occurs the 
ollo wing language: 


“ Lam happy to state that during the past summer [beaut 
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in many places, what previously T had only heard tran the 
late President Pierce, the dectiration that whenover a 
northern army should be assembled to march for the enhju 
gation ef the South they would bave a battle so fight at 
home before leaving the limits of their own State, and oue 
in whieh our friends claim that the vietory will be at feart 
doubtfial !? 

Why should ** the late President Pierce” make 
this declaration unless he and Mr. Davis had 
been in consultation about just such a rebellion 
as was afterwards inaugurated? And why did 
Mr. Davis so unfold his plans to Mr. Pierce as 
to call out this declaration unless lhe understood 
Pierce to b@ in sympathy with the movement? 
How did it happen that Mr, Davis heard ‘in 
many places”’ the same declirration unless he wos 
there for the purpose of sounding the Democratic 
sentiment on his prospective rebellion, and ua- 
less he found willing ears to listen to his propo- 
sitions ? 

Jefferson Davis, in one of his specthes in the 
United States Senate, attributes to Caleb Cush- 
ing the declaration that whenever a state of things 
should occur like that described by Mr. Pierce 
we of the North should be throttled where we 
stand, 

C.L. Vallandigham, the pet of the Democracy, 
that ** pure patriot,” actording to the gentlemen 
on the other side—the man for whom they have 
Bhed so many tears—said in the city of New Yor\, 
November 3, 1860, and repeated in the Cincin- 
nati Enquirer eight days later: 

“If any one or more of the States of this Union should 
at any time secede, for reasons of the sufficiency and jus 
tice of which before God and the great tribuual of history 
they alone may judge, wuch as I should deplore it, I never 
would as a Representative in the Congress of the Uuued 
States vote one doliar of money whereby one drop of Amer 
icau blood should be shed in civil war.” 

What could be better calculated to encournge 
the rebellion which was then being organized? 
What could be the purpese of such declaration 
in advance unless it was intended to encourage 
the conspirators? Here waa the acknowledged 
leader of the Democratic party in the popular 
branch of Congress, just reélected to another term, 
pledging himself and the power of his great influ- 
ence with his party to nppoee all appropriations 
necessary to maintain the Union of the Siates. 
This man subsequently boasted that he had kept 
his pledge. Nosoldier, batiling for his country’s 
cause, has ever been clothed or fed by any vote 
of his. As might be expected, he became cu- 
deared to the Democratic party. He wus, with 
great unanimity, made their candidate for Goy- 
ernor of the great State of Ohio, and { have yet 
to learn of a single Democratic stump orator who 
was not Joud in praise, ora Democratic paper 
in the whole country that did not advocate bis 
election. 

To go further, and show the sympathy which 
these men felt for the rebels and the rebellion at 
the commencement of Mr. Lincoln’s term of of- 
fice, | quote from a speech made in the Senate of 
the United States by Mr. Lane, of Oregon, the 
candidate of a portion of his party for Vice Presi- 
dent, March 2, 1861, two weeks afier Jeil. Davis 
was inaugurated president of the confederacy. 
Mr. Lane said: 
eg eae Lhave not words to My contempt 
or any mai a 
Jefferson Davis. ‘Jelfersbu Davie © tattor! ‘Treawun np. 
plied w him! ie, the purest and bravest of patriots! Ho 
tought for his and country when the cowards aud 
troons that now dare vilify him were supine at home, He 
will live glorious in history when they are earth: aud for- 
gouen.” é 

What could be more encouraging to the rebels 
than to tell them their chief is to ‘* live glorious 
in history?’’ Ia the. same speech he says of tlic 
confederate government: 


* Look upon that Government as one of the finest ox 
periments ou the face of the earth or in the bistory of 
mankind ; ewbodying the purest iotism, tee highest or- 
der of staternimnship, and the gre amountof talent aud 
administrative capacity that ean be found a the sauje 
Guasbey af goeyin tn any Goverument’an the ace of the 
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The sympathy that existed between the rebels 
South and their abettors North is most strikingly 
illustrated in the similarity of their arguments. 
‘+ Let usalone,’’ said the usurpers who were steal- 
ing our property, insulting our flag, murdering 
our citizens, and plotting, while still in official 
positions, the overthrow of the Government 
which had fostered and protected them. ‘* No co- 
crcion,’’ responded their northern allies, on the 
penalty of ** blood flowing in our own streets,’’ 
being ** throttled where you stand,” marching over 
‘** dead bodies of Democrats,’’ &c. If they de- 
sired to “adhere to the enemies of the country, 
giving them aid and comfort,’”’ could they have 
done it more effectually? 

This state of things continued till the attack 
upon Fort Sumter, when the indignation of the 
people became so aroused that these men found 
it impossible to breast the irresistible tide. Such 
was the uprising of the patriotic citizens of the 
whole country that a large portion of the Dem- 
ocratic leaders were forcibly borne gong by the 
overwhelming force of the loyal masses, and for 
a while either fell back into studied silence or be- 
came loud in their professions of sympathy with 
the Government, But this silence and these pro- 
fessions of friendship were only for a time. 
Their true sentiments were held in abeyance, 
Waiting fer an opportunity to raise an issue with 
the Government, upon which they might regain 
their lost influence before the people. True to 
this they have pursued a policy which will place 
their names by the side of the worst enemies of 
the country, and calldown upontheir heads the 
execration of coming generations. 

When it was proposed to allow the contra- 
bands to come within our lines and work on our 
fortifications and be protected from the claims of 
their rebel masters, they opposed it. When it 
was proposed to arm the negroes, and thus save 
a portion of our own sons and brothers for the 
workshops and the farms, they opposed it. 
When it was proposed to strike the shackles 
from the limbs of the black man, who had been 
the truest friend to our suffering soldiers, braving 
death itself to impact valuable information to our 
officers, they opposed it. When we were raising 
volunteers, they opposed it and said the Army 
should be filled, if at all, by drafting. When it 
was proposed to draft, they Siipeeel it and said 
if we must have troops we should rely on volun- 
teers and not drag unwilling men from their 
homes. And when the President told them they 
might take their choice and get the men either by 
draft or by volunteering, they discovered that it 
was not best to do either. hen it was pro- 
posed to confiscate the property of rebels in arms 
and thus obtain a slight compensation for the 
mischief they have done us, they opposed it. 
Indeed, aside from a few of those propositions, 
where they knew opposition would be the grave 
of the party while it could not change the result, 
J am not aware that there has been a single im- 
portant measure for the suppression of the rebel- 
lion which they have not opposed, And when 
a member of this House, while our brave Army 
is standing face to face with the rebel army, ex- 
presses the hope that we ‘‘will never subjugate 
the South,’’ accompanied by a prayer to Almighty 
God ‘* that it may never be,” egghteen Demo- 
cratic members vute that he is not even deserv- 
ing of censure, the larger part of the others de- 
clining to vote. 

‘The sympathy and encouragement to the reb- 
els expressed by the Democratic press and Demo- 
cratic speeches and votes on the hoor of Congress 
have done more to prolong the war than our de- 
feats on the battle-feld. The rebels watch our 
political movements with as much interest as they 
do our armies, and hail with joy every Demo- 
cratic triumph. 

The Raleigh (N. C.) Progress says: 

“We remember to have heard an eminent divine remark, 


afew months ago, that his only hope of salvatign for the 
Sen So eee Demvcratie or peace party of the 

‘ . 

General Johnston of the rebel army has said 

they did not expect to conquer by the force of 
arms, * but through dissensions in the North.’’ 
‘I'he Jackson Mississippian, now published at 
Atlanta, referring to the subject, says: 

‘+ Have our neighbors read the Chicago Times, New York 
Express, Metropolitan Record, Cincinnati Enquirer, and 
vartous other papers of the North which are exponents of 
the opposition to Lincoln? Have they read the speeches 
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of Bright, V Merrick, and various others? Have 
they ever found in any of these papers or s hes asyllable 
that did not breathe the most orthodox States rights doc- 
trine and uncompromising opposition to coercion? These 
are the men we wish to encourage, and these are the men 
whose success will bring peace.’’ 

To show what ee by ‘* peace,’’ I quote 
from the Richmond Whig of a recent date: 

‘* Por ourselves we are free to say that we are for peace. 
We want peace. We willhave it. We must have it. On 
any terms? Yes, on any terms which General Lee, stand- 
ing in Faneuil Hall, may choose to dictate to the base-born 
wretches wlio have sought to ensiave us.”’ 

The Richmond (Virginia) Enquirer, the imme- 
diate organ of the rebel government, about the 
middle of July, 1863, said: 

Let not the people be downcast by the result at Get- 
tysburg, nor by the loss of Vicksburg and Port Hudson. 
‘Those tosses will be more than made good to us by the dis- 
orgnnization of northern society by the expected triumph 
of the peace Democracy in the tree States.” 

The Mobile Tribune, speaking of the New 
York riots, says: 

‘ Those riots are the result of the doctrine taught by the 
Democratic party, which in New York city has strength 
enough to dely the Government.” 

A correspondent of the Chattanooga Daily Ga- 
zelle says: 

“A few days ago I fell in company with a prominent 
rebel citizen of Chattooga county, Georgia. 

“The conversation turned upon the probabilities of 
Lincoln’s reélection to the Presidency of the United States, 
whereupon be remarked with considerable warmth: 

“*If Lineoin is reélétted we may just as well give up 
the game, for we can in that case have no hope of gaining 
our independence. We have been grying to keep up ap- 
pearances with the hope that the peace men of the United 
States would be able to carry the clection. Ourall is staked 
upon the issue, for it is an absolute impvussibility for us to 
hold out another four years.’ ” 

I commend these extracts, which might be 
extended indefinitely, to the careful attention of 
honest Democrats throughout the country. 

Mr. Speaker, much has been said on the other 
side of this Hall abouta * violated Constitution.” 
But it is a fact worthy of notice that while they 
hold Mr. Lincoln to the most limited construc- 
tion of that instrument that can possibly be given, 
papenselly in regard to his measures to crush the 
rebellion, but few, if any, words of complaint are 
uttered against the rebels who are setting at de- 
fiance every constitutional obligation. The whole 
purpose appears to be to limit the war powers of 
the President, so as to render him entirely power- 
less to grapple effectually with the rebellion. 

Not being a lawyer, it would not become me to 
attempt an exposition of the Constitution from a 
legal stand-point; but I have certain common- 
sense views about the powers of the Government 
and the rights of the citizen under the Constitu- 
tion which I desire to present. I cannot conceive 
that this Government is under very strong con- 
stitutional obligations to Jeff. Davis and his rebel 
government. Indeed, I am unable to discover 
what rights he and his rebel crew have under the 
Constitution they are trampling under their feet 
which the Government is ‘* bound to respect.’” 
When | read what George Washington said in 
his letter, transmitting the doings of the Constitu- 
tional Convention to Congress, that “ individuals 
entering into society must give up a share of lib- 
erty to preserve the rest,’’ | recognizein ita wise 
and necessary limitation to individual rights, and 
the duty of the citizen to submit, in times of great 
emergency like the present, to some personal in- 
convenience for the general good. When I read, 
in the judicial construction of the Constitution, 
“that the Government of the United States can 
claim no powers which are not granted to it by 
the Constitution, either ¢xp y or by neces- 
sary implication,’ 1 conclude there are some 
powers which, though not “ expressly’? stated, 
are given by * implication ;”’ and that 


among these latter powers may be enumerated 
the right to arrest and confine disloyal citizens 


when their liberty end rs the public good; 
the overthrow of the whole system of southern 
slavery when chat system stands before the Gov- 
remnant as a protecting wall to its enemies; the 

ight, though not expressly given, to capture New 
Bical, Veksbare Port edeaee ane when we 
can do it, Richmond, Charleston, and Mobile; 
in short, to do anything not inconsistent with the 
rules of civilized warfare that may be necessary 
to crush the rebellion and effectually remove every 
element that threatens to bring a similar war 


upon ourchildren. 
When read in the Constitution that ™ treason 


against the United States shall consist only in 
levying war against them or in adhering to their 
enemies, giving them aid and comfort,’’ | con- 
clude that those who do “‘adhere to our ene- 
mies’’ and *‘ give them aid and comfort,”’ are, by 
the common-sense construction, traitors. Aid 
when I hear, on this floor or anywhere else, the 
leaders of a great party declare—as did Vallan- 
digham—they never would ‘vote one dollar of 
money’? to feed or clothe our soldiers in the field; 
when they declare, as did the gentleman from In- 
diana, [Mr. Vooruzes,] that “ this Government 
is dying; dying, sir, dying; when they charac- 
terize the war for the supremacy of the Consti- 
tution and the laws, as did the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. Fernanpo Woop, ]as “a hellish 
crusade;”? when they pray Almighty God, as did 
the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. Harris,]} 
that we may never subjugate ourenemies; when 
they deelare that Jeff. Davis is the ** purest and 
bravest of patriots;’’ that he will * live glorious in 
history,” and that his government is * one of the 
finest experiments on the face of the earth or in 
the history of mankind;”? when they aver that 
nothing has been gained by our armies; when 
they magnify our defeats and belittle our victo- 
ries, | confess my inability to see why they are 
not * adhering to the enemy’’ and * giving them 
aid and comfort” in the most effectual manner 
possible, unless they should adopt the more maiily 
course and join the enemy in the field. Even 
then it is doubtful whether they could be of as 
much service to the rebel cause as they are here. 
I submit, therefore, to the members of this House 
and the country, whether the acts of these men 
are not clearly within the constitutional defini- 
tion of treason. 

I will not attempt to judge of the heart of this 
class of men, but my convictionsare strengthened 
in view of the fact that many of these men, all 
over the country, have from the beginning ap- 
peared to be delighted with every rebel victory 
and depressed by every Union success. Is there 
a town or village in the loyal States where many 
Democrats are not found who, with joyous coun- 
tenances, nimble feet, and willing tongues, spread 
the news of rebel successes in the field, but who, 
when the telegraph announces the success of our 
arms, retire in sullen silence to their own homes 
or place of business, with nothing to say, ex- 
cept it be to detract from the importance of the 
victory or declare the report an ‘** Administra- 
tion lie???” Who has not noticed when import- 
ant events have been transpiring in the Army 
that the news could be as plainly read in the 
countenances of these men as in the telegraphic 
columns of the newspapers? Has there ever 
been a time when this class of men wore such 
forlorn countenances, when they appeared to be so 
thoroughly filled with hate and malice, as when 
the news of the Union victories at Vicksburg, 
Port Hudson, and Gettysburg followed each other 
in rapid succession? ‘These remarks are intended 
especially for those to whom they justly apply, 
to whose backs the garment I have cut is a fit. 
They will know how and when to make the appli- 
cation. 

In one of the speeches made during the last war 
with Great Britain by Felix Grundy, of Tennes- 
see, occurs the following description of a thor- 
ough-going copperhead which seems to have been 
spoken for the present day: 

. * An individual goes o7mr, Solna me ranks of the enemy, 


and raises his arms country ; he is clearly guilty 
of treason under the ; the overt act*being con- 
summated. 38 the same individual not to go over 


uppose 
to the enemy, but to remainin his owmneighborhood, aud 
by means of his influence to diasundenen men from enlist- 
ing; I ask in which ease has he benefited the enemy and 


4s Aron ‘dol : re him, sir, wl 
aecuse? I accuse sir, who pro- 
Leone Reema nahe tte of his eountry and enjoys its 
protection, yet proves himse his actions to be the friend 
of its . Faccuse him sets himself at work sys- 
cnlnnhiehy eanpextyen dhe arm of this Government by de- 


and the young men of the country going forth 
to their country’s pomiens I a who an- 
re ee our arms, sinks into 
he Such men | 
t there is another class of men calling them- 
» Dem to whom the country gives its 


. + 
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have for the time being forgotten all party preju- 
dices in their devotion to our common country; 
who, scorning the scoffs and anathemas of their 
old party associates, have known nothing but 
duty. Allhonortothese noblemen! They will 
be gratefully remembered when those who now 
maligin them will wish to blot their present record 
from the book of remembrance. ‘ 

Mr. Speaker, the times in which we live are 
full of interest and big with mighty issues. No 
man alive to what is transpiring around us can 
fail to perceive that what these wicked traitors 
meant for evil God is overruling for ultimate 
good. The principles enunciated by Jefferson in 
the Declaration of Independence have slowly per- 
meated the public mind, till now they are pulsa- 
ling in every nerve and fiber of the bod y-politic, 
and demanding in the halls of legislation com- 
plete recognition. 

The institution of human bondage isa foul blot 
upon our otherwise glorious system of govern- 
ment. It is subversive of the plainest principles 
of national economy as well as opposed to the 
moral sense and great Christian heart of the civil- 
izedsworld. The decree has gone forth from the 
throne of the Almighty, as evinced in the provi- 
dences of this war, that slavery must cease with the 
last struggle of the rebellion. We may shut our 
eyes to the logic of events, and fight against the 
teachings of the last three years, but all to no 
purpose. The very measures resorted to by its 
friends to prolong its life hasten its dissolution. 
We may try to crush the rising spirit of freedom, 
but itis a rock against which men and parties 
may dash themselves to pieces in the future as 
they have done in the past. 

“ Light is flashing through the darkness, 
Day is pouring on the nations, 
Bondmen break their heavy burdens, 
And the hopetul ery of Freepom— 
Freedom for the sad and lowly, 
Freedom for the pure and holy, 
Freedom for the sighing bondman, 
Freedom for the serf and subject, 
Freedom from the bonds of error, 
Freedom from the night of terror— 
Hupeful songs of coming Freedom, 
Rise from million tongues around us.”? 

Mr. KERNAN. Mr. Speaker,my remarks will 
pe confined to the bill under consideration, which, 
in my judgment, involves questions of great im- 

»ortance,and therefore | ask the attention of the 

ouse to its provisions. It is entitled ‘A bill to 
guaranty to certain States whose governments 
have been usurped or overthrown a republican 
form of government.’’ The first section declares 
that the President with the consent of the Senate 
shall appoint for each of these States a provis- 
ional Governor, “ who shall be charged with the 
civil administration of such State until a State 
government therein shall be recognized as here- 
inafier provided,”? 

The second section provides ‘* that so soon as 
the military resistance to the United States shall 
have been su j wraps in any State, and the people 
thereof shall have sufficiently returned to their 
obedience to the Constitution and laws of the 
United States,”’ the provisional Governor shall 
cause the marshal of the United. States to enroll 
all white male citizens of the United States resi- 
dent in the State, and to request each to take the 
oath to support the Constitution of the United 
States, and in the enrollment to designate those 
who take and those who refuse to take that oath. 
This enrollment is to be returned to the provis- 
ional Governor; and if the persons taking the 
oath shall amount to one tenth of those enrolled, 
he shall by proclamation invite the loyal people 
of the State to elect delegates to ‘*a convention 
charged to declare the will of the people of the 
State relative to the establishment of a State gov- 
ernment, subject to and in couformity with the 
Constitution of the United States,”’ 

_ By the third section the convention is to con- 
sist of the number of members which constituted 
the last constitutional Siate Legislature, who are 
to be ere by the provisional Governor 
among the counties of the State. The provisional 
Governor is to designate the time and the places 
for holding the election, to appoint commiasion- 
ers to hold it at each place for voting, and to pro- 
vide an adequate force to keep the pence. 

The fourth section declares that the delegates 
shall be elected by the loyal white male citizens 
of the United States, of the age of twenty-one 


years, resident at the time jn the district in whi-sh || evding the overthrow of the 











they shall offer to vote, and enrolled as aforesaid 
or absent in the military service of the Unite 
States, and who shall take the oath prescribed by 
the act of Congress of July 2, 1862.. Those in 
the military service are to vote at the headquar- 
ters of their respective commands, under such reg- 
ulations as may be prescribed by. the provisional 
Governor. This section further provides that no 
person who has held any office, civil or military, 
State or confederate, under the rebel usurpation, 
or who has borne arms against the United States, 
shall vote or be elected as a delegate. 

Section five provides that persons known by or 
proved to the commissioners holding the election 
to have held any office, civil or military, State or 
confederate, under the rebel usurpation, or to 
have borne arms against the United States, sball 
be excluded by the commissioners from. voting, 
although they offer to take the eath preseribed, 

The sixth section directs the provisional Gov- 
ernor to convene the delegates elected, to admin- 
ister.to each of them the oath above mentioned, 
and he is to preside over the deliberations of the 
convention. 

The seventigscction is as follows; 

And be it further enacted, That the convention shall de- 
clare, on behalf of the people of the State, their submis- 
sion to the Constitution and laws of the United States, and 
shall adopt the following provisions, hereby prescribed by 
the United States in the execution of the constitutioual 
duty to guaranty a republican form of government to every 
State in this Union, and incorporate them in the constitu- 
tion of the State, that is to say: 1. No person who has held 
or exereised any office, civil or military, State or confed- 
erate, under the usurping power, shall vote for or be a 
member ef the Legislature, or Governor. 2. Involuntary 
servitude is forever prohibited, and the freedom of all per- 
sons isguarantied in said State. 3. No debt, State or con- 
federate, created by or under the sanction of the usurping 
power, shall be recognized or paid by the State. 

The eighth declares that when the convention 
shall have adopted the above provisions “it shall 
proceed to reéstablish a republican “orm of gov- 
ernment and ordain a constitution containing 
those provisions,’’ which shall be submitted to 
the people of the State, entitled to vote under this 
act, at an election to be held in the manner pre- 
scribed for the election of delegates. The pro- 
visional Governor is to canvass the votes, and if 
a majority thereof shall be in favor of the new 
constitution he shall certify that fact to the Pres- 
ident of the United States, who, after obtaining 
the assent of Congress, shall by proclamation 
recognize the government so established, and 
none other, as the constitutional government of 
the State; ‘‘and from fhe time of such recogni- 
tion, and not before,’ the State may be repre- 
sented in the Congress of the United States. 

By the ninth section itis provided * that if the 
convention shall refuse to reéstablish the State gov- 
ernment on the conditions aforesaid the provisional 
Governor shall declare it dissolved.’’ But the 
President, ‘‘whenever he shall have reason to be- 
lieve that a sufficient number of the people of the 
State entitled to vote under this act, in number 
not less than one tenth of those who voted at the 
presidential election of 1860, are willing to rées- 
tablish a State government on the conditions afore- 
said,’’ shall direct the provisional Governor to 
order another election for delegates and hold an- 
other convention to proceed in the same manner 
as the first and upon the same conditions. 

The tenth section declares that until a State 
government shall be formed as above prescribed 
and recognized by the United States, the provis- 
ional Governor in each of these States shall ‘‘see 
that this act and the laws of the United States and 
the laws of the State in force when the State gov- 
ernment was overthrown by the rebellionare faith- 
fully executed ;’’ but no law or usage w 
any person was held to involuntary service shall 
be recognized or enforced by any court or officer 
in such State; and it directs the President of the 
United States to “appoint such officers provided for 
by the laws of the State when its government was 
overthrown as he may find necessary to the civil 
administration of the State, all which officers shall 
be entitled to receive the fees and emoluments 
provided by the State laws for such officers.”’ 

The eleventh section provides that until the 
recognition of the State goveroment as aforesaid 
** the provisional Governor shall, under such regu- 
jations as he may prescribe, cause to be ° 
levied, and eollected for the year 1864 and every 
year thereafter, thetaxes provided by the laws of 
such State to be levied during the fiscal year pre- 

ate government, in 










the manner prescribed by the laws of the State as 


nearly as may be; and the officers appointed as 
aforesaid are vested with all the powers of levy- 
ing and collecting such taxes by distress or sale 
as were vested in any officers or tribunals of the 
State goverhments as aforesaid for these pur- 
poses.” These taxes are to be, applied by the 
»rovisional Governor, under the direction of the 

resident, to paying the expenses ofadministering 
the laws of the State, and the surplus to be paid 
into the Treasury of the United States, to be paid 
to the State when it shall establish a State gov- 
ernment on the conditions prescribed by the act, 

The twelfth aud thirteenth sections emancipate 
all persons held to involuntary service in these 
States; declare them and their posterity forever 
free; provide that the writ of habeas corpus shall 
be issued to liberate them if restrained of their 
liberty, and subjects persons restraining them of 
their cee to punishment by fine and imprison- 
ment, 

The fourteenth section is that every person who 
shall hereafter hold or exercise any office civil or 
military in the rebelservice, State or confederate, 
is hereby declared not to bee citizen of the United 
States. 

lt will be observed, Mr. Speaker, that this is 
not a bill which is to be applicable to these States 
only while rebellion and military resistance 
against the authority of the United States exisis 
within them, nor is it applicable only to the peo- 

le in those States who are disloyal to the Feder! 
Descaateanh On the contrary, its leading pro- 
visions are to become applicable to these States, 
in the language of its second section, ** when 
military resistance to the United States shail have 
been suppressed in any State, and the people 
thereof shall have sufficiently returned to their 
obedience to the Constitution and laws of the 
United State8.”’ According to the bill, when that 
time, so much to be desired by every lover of bis 
country, Shall arrive, the loyal people in these 
States, those who are recognized by this bill as 
loyal citizens of the United States, qualified to 
vote and administer their State governments, are 
not to be permitted to resume and exercise the 
right of local State government in accordance with 
the State constitution and laws existing when the 
rebellion broke out, they are not to be allowed to 
make a new State constitution subject only to the 
Constitution of the United States; but, on the 
contrary, they are to be ruled overand their local 
State government administered by a provisional 
Governor and officers appointed by the President, 
until they consent to and do make a new censti- 
tution for their State in accordance with tie dic- 
tation of the President and Congress as to certain 
matters, 

Although the rebellious power is overthrown— 
as it must be in the State before the bill can go 
into operation; although all resistance to the Fed- 
eral Government is suppressed ; although the peo- 

have returned to their obedience to the Consti- 
tution and laws of the United States; nevertheless, 
unless they make a constitution containing the 
three provisions prescribed in this bill, they are to 
be governed by officers appoinied by the Presi- 
dent, who is to fill all the civil offices provided for 
by the State laws which were ia force when the 
rebellion began. These officers are to exeeute the 
State laws; and there is to be no power within 
the State to change or alter these laws. 

Icall attention to this because, as was said lust 
evening. by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 

Mr. Srevens,} this bill recognizes that these 

are in existence, and that their respective 
State constitutions and laws.are in force the mo- 
ment the usurped power: of those,in rebellion is 
overthrown, and the offices created by the consii- 
tution-and laws of the State are to be filled by the 
President, the fees authorized by. the State laws 
are to be paid to these appointees, taxes are to Le 
levied collected by virtue of State lawa, the 
State laws are to be enforced, but the loyal citi- 
zens of the State, those who by the bill are recog- 
nized as Joyal, can.take no part in their Staic 
government unless they will make a new Sratc 
constitution such as we choose to prescribe. 

Mr. BOUTW Mr. Speaker, | believe 
the qrmiiomen from New York. will agree with 
me there is a provision in this Lill by which 
a number less than a majority can take fhe goyv- 


-ernment of the State into their ows Jiunids, 


Mr, KERNAN. Certainly. 
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Mr. BOUTWELL. What I desire to avk the | 


gentleman fe whether, in his judgement, if that') respect national and not federal in ite character. 
number cannot be found, Congress should yield 1 The powers granted to the Government of the 
i 


up the government of these rebellious districts to 


the people who refase to acknowledge the Con- || to national purposes and objects. 


stitution aud laws of the United States ? 
Mr. KERNAN. No,sir. This bill provides i} 
that one tenth of the male citizens of each of these 


tution of the United States be 
an election and convention. 1 amnot contending 
that there should not be at least this proportion 
ofthe peaple loyal to the Union and Constitution 
before they ean properly resume the administra | 
(on of thetr Stue governments, The point] was 
stevesting is that by the provisions of the bill | 


ore there shall be || 


| 





under consideration, although the one tenth or || it was established ander the Constitution. 
one half or all the citizens of one of these States || 


shall cewse all resistance, submit to the authority | 
of the Constitution and laws of the United States, | 
and take the oath of allegiance required, they are 
not permitted to resume the administration of 
their Stute government under its old constitution, 
or to be represented in the Federal Government, | 
or to frame a new constitation for their State, in | 
accordance with that of the United States, unless | 
they incorporate in that new constitution certain 
provisions which by this bill we dictate to them, 
and which relate to matters within the exclusive 
authority of the people of the State. | 
Mr. ASHLEY. i desire to say to the gentle- | 
man from New York that so far as the House 
committee ave concerned they have determined to | 
make the same requirements apply to all States 
alike hereafter to admitted” Colorado, Ne- 





braska, and Nevada are all required to comply || 
with these sume conditions. ii 


Mr. KERNAN. The admission of a State 
formed out of territory belonging to the United 
States is nota parallel case, The States to which | 
the Lill under consideration is to apply are exist- 
ing Siates; the'bill recognizes them as such. They | 
are not to be readmitted to the Union; they are | 
now in lawa partofthe Union. Weare carrying | 
on this war to enforce the authority of the Con- 
riitution and laws over them. When resistance | 
-ease3, When the asurped authority of those in re- | 
heflion in these States is overthrown, the cortsti- | 

ition aud taws of the State which existed when | 

let beflion arose Will be again in force and vigor, | 
aod should be administered by those citizens of | 
(hw State Who never joined in the rebellion, and 
those who by amnesty ure relieved from the pen- 
altics of treason. 

Mr. Speaker, in my jadgment this bill is in vie- 
lation and Subversive of the fandamental prinei- | 
ples upon which both our national and State gov- | 
ernments are founded. The Government of the 
United States is partly national and partly federal 
m its characteristics, Inthe sources from which 
it derives its powers itis partly federal and partly 
national; Th the extent of these powers it isnot 
national; it has vot all the powers of government, 
onty those granted to it by the Constitution. Tn 
the exercise und Operation of its powers it is ta- 
tional, Its futhority is operative | the indi- | 
vidual citizen, hot upon the States the 
Union. The General Government does hot en- | 
force tlie Constitation and taws ofthe United States 
againgt the States, but upon the individual citi- 
zens. The importance of tivis was fully undetstood 
by the fratwers of the Constitution. Ih recom- 














out the Inherent weaknews and ¢vil conséquenées | 


w ; particular 
mending its adeption in the Federalist, they point \~ the action of the Federal Government 


of the want of power in the Genefal Government 
of prior confederacies to enforce their i 
authority ‘withoat coming ih direct c¢ ‘with 
the States co ng tiem. This wiis the great 
defect in the Grecian ‘confi and the Ger- 
manic ee The confederate nment 

lated a —ed cae Ne Se OO fen 
upon indivi , but waa ed to requite 
States to obey, and when they failed or refused to 
comply with the laws and decrees of the 


Government, and the latter attempted to erforée ||" 


obedience, civil war was the 


Foes difficw exiated'in the formed 
under the Articles of Con tion, ve evil 
consequences Were alrendy felewhien fetitu- 
tion wis p The ftamers of the Consti- 


tution, therefore, intended to and @i@ ‘avoid this 


source of weakness and cause of collision between | — ho such power. 
if 


the Federal Government'and ‘the es by eivinny 
tu the former ful! power to enhAe heat ity 


May 3, 


cept to protect the people in the peaceable en- 
joyment of the republican government which 
they have established there for themselves. The 
United States by the Constitution were confined || Constitution of the United States is based upon 











| of every citizen of every State. 
States sliall take the oath to oe the Consti- || right to tnterfere with the people of an 


As to these 


|| powers it is sovereign and supreme, and right- 


fully commands and can compel the obedience 
But it has no 
State in 
the formation or administration of their State gov- 
ernment. ae has no right to dictate to a 
State what shall be the provisions of its Stnte con- 
stitution. When Congress does so, and the Fed- 
eral Government attempts to compe! the people of 


| the States to submit to its deerees in this respect, 


a revolution is attempted in the Government as 
The 
svle power granted to the national in reference to 
State governments is contained in the clause by 
which each State is to be guarantied a republican 
form of government. Subject to this provision or 
condition, the right of the people of each State to 
retain the old or form a new State constitution 
and government is absolute. ig do not derive 


it from the Federal Government. -@tis inherent in 
| them; they never parted withit. Congress has no 
| more riglit to dictate to the people of an existing 
| State the provisions which their State constitu- 
| tion shall contain than it has to interfere in regu- 
| Iating the tenure by which property shall be held 
or transmitted in the State, or in declaring what 
| shall be the relations of husband and wife, or 
parent and child. Under our system, power is 
derived by the national Government from the 
| States and the people. [It does not confer power 
upon the people of the States to make, alter, or 
administer their State governments, nor can it 
| impose conditions upon them in reference to these 
“ 
| matters, except that they shall be in accordance 
| with and subject to the Constitution of the United 
| States. The people of the States have never sur- 
| rendered their right to regulate all local State 
| Matters as they . 
Where, then, is our authority to say to the 


| people of a Sunte that they may make a new con- 


| etitution if they will make it with provisions like 
| those prescribed in the Lill under consideration, 
| or that they shall not change their Constitution or 
| exercise the rights of local self-government unless 
they do so as we dictate? 
In the grant of power to the Federal Govern- 
| ment it is expressly provided that the powersnot 
| delegated by the Constitution to the United States 
nor prohibited by it to the States are reserved to 
the States respectively or the —_ The inten- 
| tion was by this to make it clearthat the people in 
the respective States possessed and retained the 
right of ro ima except so faras they had 
delegated or limited this right. Certain powers ne- 
cesshry for national purposes were granted to the 
Federal Government. All others were retained by 
the people of each State, and they may exercise 
them in reference to State matters withoutinterfer- 
ence or control. This reservation of power was in- 
| tended to beand is the safeguard of the liberty of the 
| people. While the people of exch State retain and 
exercise this power, there can be no consolida- 
tionofauthority inthe Federal Government which 
could ee rlont ee the . 
ple or the rights of the’ andany attempt by 
the majority of the people of the United States to 
or oppress the people of a parti State 








will fail. But if Congress, the representative of 
the ofall the States, may interfere in refer- 
ence to governments, then the people of each 


State will — ree ae a 
‘matters as they please, but may be required to 
‘eo secording <6 the dictation of the people of the 


|| other States. 


1 submit, that this bill ie at war with: 
stn yricsdplon upon wiuiet the Federal Govern- 





a en 


preéxisting State governments which the people 
of the respective States may maintain or change at 

leasure, being only bound to have them repub- 
ican in character, subject to the Constitution and 
within the Union. This bill is in divect conflict 
with and subversive of all these principles and 
rights. It prohibits the loyal citizens of a State 
in which the rebellion has existed from adminis- 
tering their State government ander and in sub- 
ordination to the United States Constitution and 
laws after the rebellion has been suppressed and 
all disloyal men expelled from the exercise of 
their usurped power. It prohibits the loyal cit- 
izens of the State from reorganizing their State 
government by the adoption of a new State con- 
stitution and es their State officers, except 
and unless they will incorporate in such consti- 
tution provisions not required by the Federal 
Constitution, and which are prescribed by a ma- 
jority of the people of other States acting through 
their Representatives in Congress. (See thewev- 
enth and eighth sections of the bill.) Until they 
will do this, no matter how loyal to the Union 
the majority or all of them may have become, 
they are to be governed and controlled as to all 
their State affairs by arbitrary military power 
responsible only to the President of the United 
States.. (See sections nine, ten, and eleven of 
the bill.) Nay, until they will comply with the 
conditions we prescribe they are notto be allowed 
Representatives in the Congress of the United 
States. They are as absolutely the subjects of 
despotic power as were the inhabitants of the 
Roman provinces who were plundered and tyr- 
annized over by military governors like Verres. 
And yet this bill is called one “to guaranty to the 
people of these States a republican form of gov- 
ernment !!’? 

I have supposed we were striving to maintain 
our old governments, national and State, in all 
their beautiful harmony, and with all their nicely 
balanced powers and wisely constructed checks; 
that this war was uted to preserve these, 
and secure the blessings they have in the past 
and will in the future confer upon us as a people. 
Bat if this bill passes and is put in force, we will 
have destroyed the system of government trans- 
mitted to us, and commenced the construction of 
a consolidated national Government which will 
soon extinguish the States and, | fear, the essen- 
tial liberties of their people. How long, think 
you, will the le of the northern States bear 
patiently the burdens and sacrifices of this destruc- 
tive war for the accomplishment of such a purpose ? 

Mr. Speaker, the bill not only violates these 
principles, but it is without warrant in the Con- 
stitution of the United States and in violation of 
its provisions. The gentleman from Maryland, 
(Mr. Davis,} who re the bill to the House 
and sustained it on floor, stated that the au- 
thority for it in the Constitution is to be found 
in the clause which declares that * the United 
States shall guaranty to every State in this Union 
a republican form of government.”’ 

For all the purposes of this argument I wiil 
concede a r construction to this provision 
than has been claimed for it by the advocates of 
this measure. It is a guarantee for the benefit of 
the minority of the e of each State, and the 
ma oie disavow it or release the United 
States nt from its fulfillment; each State 
in the Union has an interest that every other of 
the States shall maintain a republican government, 
and therefore all the people ofa State cannot dis- 
charge the Federal ee 
tee and establish for their State a. Z bet 
for the benefit of the other States the United States 
Government is bound to require each State to 
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maintain a rnment; and the State 
Sol on sonbebed ef cients tn pea 
‘State t in this Union,’’ formed by the 


. Itmaust be subject to and in accord - 
ancé with the Constitution and laws of the Uniied 
States; and is to be formed and administered by 


— to them, 

hat, » is the duty and authority of the 
Federal Government under this provision as (0 
the States in rebellion? Before the rebellion com- 
menced each of these States had ‘‘ im this Union 
a republican form of government." ‘A portion of 
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their le, if you please a very lar; jorit 
of she hated against the sulviie of the 
United States Government, repudiated the Con- 
stitution and Union, usurped the powers of the 
State government, and endeavored to set up and 
maintain a government without the Union and 
independent of the United States. The United 
States under this state of facts is obligated, both 
to the loyal minority in the State who have been 
overborne by she rebellious usurpers and to the 
eople of the other States, to suppress the rebel- 
ion, restore to the loyal citizens of the State the 
State government which existed at the time it was 
usurped by the rebels, and protect them in the 
administration and enjoyment of it. In this mode 
alone will the United States fulfill its guarantee. 
When rebellious citizens have usurped the ad- 
ministration of the State Government, turned its 
powers against the Federal government and com- 


- pelled the minority of the people to submit to their 


usurpation, the duty and the sole auibority of 
the United States is to overthrow the power of 
the usurpers and restore the loyal people, or the 
people who under promise of amnesty, submit, 
to the identical State government the protection 
and administration of which they were deprived 
for a time by the insurrection or rebellion. But 
the United States has no authority or right, when 
the rebellion is suppressed and all illegal resistance 
overcome, to say, as we do by this bill, to the 
loyal people of the State, We will not restore or 

uaranty to you the republican State government 
which you had established rightfully, and which 
existed when the usurpers deprived you of its 
administration, but we will compel you to form 
another according to our dictation; and if as free- 
men, knowing yourrights, you refuse to coniply, 
we will deprive you of all political rights and priv- 
ileges in national or State affairs, iol govern you 
by military power until you submit. 

It seems to me that in pursuing this course, so 
far from guarantying .o them the republican gov- 
ernment which they had rightfully formed for their 
State, we aid the usurpers and rebels in overturn- 
ing the legitimate preéxisting State governments, 
by effectually completing what the n. This 
is not our duty or our right under this clause of the 
Constitution. The United States is to protect the 
people of the several States against changes in or 
destruction of their State constitutions and gov- 
ernments by violence. The people of the State 
have the right, and it is in them only, to peace- 
ably make, reform, or alter their State constitu- 
tions, This is the doctrine laid down in the 
twenty-first number of the Federalist, and this is 
the poocn contended for by Mr. Webster, and 
established in the Rhode [sland case. 

We are bound to secure to the people of each 
State under such State government as they shall 
see fit to establish, subject to the Constitution of 
the United States, the right to administer their 
own affairs, the right to enact and change their 
own laws as toall local matters. We have guar- 
antied that to them, and we must keep our guar- 

ntee, at least to the loyal men. For my part I 
say that we are bound to do it if there are but a 
hundred men in the State who have stood by the 
Union. Never let us say to them, ‘* We fulfill 
our guarantee to you of a republican form of gov- 
ernment in this Union, by the President’s mode of 
allowing a minority of one tenth to govern the 
rest, or,as this bill requires, by compelling you to 
adopt a new constitution such as we dictate.” 
We have no right to compel them to adopt any 
foiheene provision as to State matters. The gen- 

eman from Maryland (Mr. Davis] says that this 
is a political fore and that our Jide ment is 
final, Very likely thatis so; but that is no reason 
why we should not act according to the plain 
meaning of the Constitution. 

Mr. ASHLEY. The gentleman from New 
York will bear me witness that I stated in m 
speech I gave nfy support to this bill on no other 

pothesis than that the pomenandng of these 

s were destroyed or abolished. — 

Mr. KERNAN. It is due to say that I have 
so understood the gentleman from Ohio. This 
bill, the House will observe, does not go assume. 
Thisbill assumen that the Slates ee existence, 
and that the State constitutions and Jawé are in 
foree there. Tt provides that the President of the 


cereal shall enforee the State constitutions 
and laws re to slavery) which existed at 
the time the rebelfion commented. 


It is said that these State gavernmenta have 
been overthrown, and therefore the General Gov- 
ernment haga right to assume this power, It 
seems to me that all that can be justly claimed is 
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} what is a republican form af government, He 


‘ 


that rebellious men, disloyal men, revolutionary 


men, have seized upon the machinery of the State || pubtic ta 


government. Would our Government then, if 
the people of any State in the Union had by sud- 
den violence lost the control of their State govern- 
ment, have the right, when the usurpation is over- 
thrown, to deprive the people of the State who are 
loyal of the administration of their own affairs? 
ould it be right for us to say that because we 
had been unable to protect the people in their 
rights, and allowed them to be deprived of them 
temporarily by a usurper, that when we do sub- 
due the usurper we will deny to the loyal people of 
the State the management of their State affairs? 
Mr. LOAN. I desire to ask the gentleman this 
question. I wish.to know how the gentleman 
roposes to ascertain who are loyal in a given 
tate. As I understand the matter, the bill pro- 
poses a method of ascertaining who are leat 
Mr. KERNAN. I will answer my-friend. 
By this bill, when you have exercised your test, 
ahee you have administered your oaths to the 
requisite number, you then will not allow them 


' toadminister their own State government. What 


[ ingist is that after you have ascertained that the 
people, to a requisite number, are loyal, you shall 
allow them to retain their present constitutions, 
and not compel them to submit to the conditions 
on that subject which this billimposeg. I am not 
now discussing the question as to what shall be 
the mode of ascertaining who are loyal, or what 
number there should be in the State to authorize 
them to resume the cdministration of the State 
government. 

I wish to see our armies conquer the rebel 
armies, and drive out the usurpers who have been 
carrying on this rebellion, The people of these 
States must be required to submit to all the Uni- 
ted States laws. e-must insist that they sub- 
mit to all the laws in relation to the revenue, in 
relation to the CuEeOny the post office, and all 
other subjects within the jurisdiction of the Fed- 
eral Government. When they do this there is 
no necessity that we should, nor in fay Judgment 
have we any right to, interfere as to their State 
governments. ney have a right to maintain 
them as they were when the rebellion commenced, 
or they may change them. Mr. Speaker, | am 
aware that it is sometimes said here that the in- 
stitution of slavery as it exists in these States 
is inconsistent with ‘* republican government,” 
and that therefore under the clause of the Con- 
stitution above quoted Congress bas a right to 
compel the people of te States to abolish it. 

Sir, I am no admirer or advocate of slavery, I 
object to it, believing it to be a great moral and 

olitical evil—a wrong to the slave, and, in the 
ong run, a curse to the master. I shall rejoice 
to see it abolished, if it is done without violating 
the Constitution of the United States or interfering 
with the reserved rights of the people of the States 
to regulate their local institutions. We should 
not violate the Constitution of the United States 
or imperil the perpetuity of the Union under itto 
interfere with it where it exists in the States. We 
of the non-holding States are not re ible for 
it, nor are we likely to deal with it wisely for the 
benefit of the slave or for the peace of the coun- 


i it is tuo plain for argument that the insti- 
tution of slavery asit has existed in the States of 
the Union is compatible with a republican gov- 
ernment within the meaning of the United States 
Constitution. The States which adopted it were 
slave States mainly, aud the continuance or abo- 
lition of the institution was carefully reserved to 
the people of each State. But the Gircroment 
which is prescribed to the people of the States b 
this bill is, in its origin, in violation of the spiri 
of republicanism. What isa “ republican form of 
government?’’ One author says: 


os + a form of government in which the 
eiveek bear eaten 
Another says it is “a nation or orase View the 
e 


body or only @ portion of the vé the 
oterhepdlt a theit own hang! ere the péo- 


le is re wed of the supreme power.” 
Madison, in thé dives desi homber of the 


| Federalist, aske and answers the question as to 


| from the great body of the oe 
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i there says: 


* What, then, are distinetive haracters of the ro- 
publican ” ~ pene en If we. reeort for 
8 cfiterion to the different principles on which different 
forms of are established, we may defino a re- 
oF at least eye peney thet name on, & guv- 

derives all its powers, directly or indirectly, 


t that it be derived 
* . . . 


emmment 


“It is essential to stich a 

from the body of the socirty.’? 

* Lt ie sufficient for suck a go t that the persone ad 

tainlast ng, ie be appoluted either directly or indirectly by 
e P 


Can there be any doubt, therefore, that the goy- 
ernments in existence in these States at the time 
the rebellion wa8 inaugurated were republican 
within the meaning of the Constitution ? To make 
| them such it is essential that they be derived from 

the people governed, not imposed upon them by 

other Governments, States or people. Neverthe- 

less, we propose by this bill, under the pretense of 

fulfilling our guarantee to them of a republican 
form of government, to compel them to adopt a 
constitution and government as to their local State 
matters, not originating from themselves, or in ac- 
cordance with their wishes, but dictated to them 
by us; and we will trample upon all their rights, 
and rule over them by our appointees, levying 
upon and collecting taxes from them for our 
Treasury without their having any representa- 
tion until they do our bidding in reference to the 
details of their State constitution. This is indeed 
guarantying to them a new kind of republican 
government! Are we willing to occupy the poel- 
tion before the world, or the American people, in 
which the passage of this bill will ae us? I 
hope not. Tet us suppress the rebellion in these 
States; drive out those who have usurped the State 
government, and restore it and the administration 
of it to those who have been loyal always in their 
hearte! trust and believe many such will be found, 
and to those whom we think it wise and proper to 
recognize as citizens in each of those Suites under 
an amnesty. 

Madison says in the forty-third number of the 
Federalist, commenting upon the clause of the 
Constitution under consideration: 

But the authority [of the Federal Government) extends 
no further than toa guarantee of a republican form of gov 
ernment, which supposes a xisting government of the 
fonn which isto be . As long, theretore, as the 
existing republican forms are continued by the States they 
are guaraniied by the Federal Conatitution.’’ 

And yet we who have taken an oath to sup- 
port this Constitution, and have no powers ex- 
cept those derived from it, are asked to annul 
and destroy the then * existing’’ State govern- 
ments spoken of by him, instead of guaranty- 
ing them to the loyal people of the States. 

e other suggestion and I will close. 1 sub- 
mit that the me of this bill is unwise. [lt is 
not the policy te preserve our matchless Consii- 
tution and restore the States and their people to 
Union under it. Will we relight the fires of pa- 
triotism and Unien oraeng the southern people 
by a measure like this? The embers | trust and 
believeare stillthere. Ifnot, we may bid adieu to 
any happy or desirable union of the people of the 
United s under one Government in our day. 
They cannot be permanently held together by 
mere military power. The northern people would 
not be willing to bear the burdens necessary to 
perpsually maintain and keep up such a Union. 

t would curse and desolate the South and be 
fruitless of good to the North. In holding them 
as subjects merely to us, if we can do so, iv the 
end we will lose our own liberties. A military des- 
potism would arise out of such a siate ef things; 
and our own liberties would be lost as well as the 
liberties of the people of the South. This is the 
experience of the world; this the teaching of his- 
tory. 

Mr. GOOCH obtained the floor. 

_ The hour of half past four o’¢lock, p. m., bav- 
ing arrived, the Elouse took a recess until seven 
o’clock, p. m. 
rr 
EVENING SES§ION. 

The House reassembled at seven o'clock, p.m., 

and resumed the consideration of the bill in refer- 


ence te the 
REBELLIOUS STATES. 
Mr. . Mr. Speaker, it is 2 grave mie- 


take for \ sup that the contest in which we 
are now engaged hes been going on only since the 
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rebels took up arms against the Federal Govern- 
ment. It is almost as old as the Government it- 
self. More than thirty years ago it assumed a 
form which but for the patriotism, ability, and 
firm resolution of the man then in the presidential 
chair to preserve, protect, and defend the Con- 
stitution of the United States, and faithfully to dis- 
charge the duties of the high trust which millions 
of freemen had committed to his charge, would 
have devolved upon the generation which has 
preceded us the daties and responsibilities which 
we are now called upon to meet. It is equally a 
istake to suppose that the agitation of the ques- 
tion of slavery has produced this contest. The 
contest ia older than the agitation. It has been 
going on ever since two antagonistic states of 
society commenced existence under our repub- 
lican form of government, each striving for de- 
velopment and the mastery. I do not believe that 
any intelligent and reflecting man has ever be- 
lieved that these two antagonistic states of so- 
ciety would or could continue to exist perma- 
nently under the same Government. In the earl 
days of the Republic the leading men of bot 
sections of the country looked forward to the time 
when it should be peacefully, and with the con- 
sent of al} parties, abolished. When the leading 
men of the South came to look upon the institu- 
tion as esseniial to their prosperity, and to desire 
its gt obama they at the same time began to 
look forward to a dissolution of the Union. The 
remark of Mr. Calhoun to Commodore Stuart, 
made more than fifty years ago, is precisely to 
this point. He said: 
‘That we are essentially aristoeratic [ cannot deny, but 
we can and de yield much to democracy. This is our sec- 
tional policy; we are from necessity thrown upon and 
solemnly wedded to that party, however it may occasion- 
ally clash with our feelings, for the conservation of our in- 
terests, [tis through our affiliations with that party in the 
middle and western States that we hold power; but when 
we cease thus to control this nation, through a disjointed 
democracy, or any material obstacle in that party should 


tend to throw ts out of that rule and control, we shal) then 
resert te the dissolution of the Union.” 


Mr. Calhoun went on to say that: 

“The compromises in'the Constitution, under the cir- 
cumstances, were sufficient for our fathers, but under the 
altered condition of our country from that period leave to 
ihe South ue resource but dissolution, for no amendment 
to the Constitution can be reached uuder the three-fourths 
rule.”? 

Mr. Calhoun believed the compromises of the 
Constitution to be sufficient to secure what its 
authors, the fathers of the Republic, desired and 
intended—the temporary existence of the institu- 
tion of slavery—but not suited to the altered con- 
dition of the country when the permanent ex- 
istence of slavery was deemed essential to the 
prosperity of his section, and, seeing that no 
amendment could be made to that instrument 
which would afford that security, he and his dis- 
ciples wedded themselves to the Democratic party, 
and determined to stake the existence of theircouu- 
try on the success of that party and theif ability 
to control it. When a tariff was passed, and the 
law enforced which in his opinion favored the 
development and growth of the free institutions of 
the North—beneficial to free society , and therefore 
prejudicial to slave society—he and his associates 
threatened nullification, and when, in 1860, his 
followers saw a ‘disjointed democracy,” and 
theie ‘* power to control the nation’’ pass away, 
they attempted dissolution or destruction of the 
Government. 

When nullification had been crushed, General 
Jackson, secing that the cause of the conflict be- 
tween the two seclions of the country had not 
beeen removed, said: 

“The tariff was only the pretext, and disunion and a 
southern confederacy the real object. The next pretext 
will be the negro or slavery question.” 

He felt that he had but prevented for the time 
being a contest which would be sure to break out 
again. Nullification did not go far enough to af- 
ford an opportunity to destroy its cause. Seces- 
sion has not only afforded the opportunity, but 
made it both a duty ahd a necessity, if we desire 
to uphold and maintain the Government, Prob- 
ably the time has been when every member of 
this House who desired to see his country rid of 
ihe institution of slavery has believed that its 
abolition could and would be peacefully,aceom- 
plished; that by placing the Federal Government 
firmly on the side of freedom and preventing the 
extension of slavery into wew ereitery it could 


i 
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be left to each of the States to determine the ‘ime 
and the mode of emancipation; knowing that al- 
though the time might be distant, still the day 
would come when the moral and material forces 
of every State would array themselves against it 
and secure its destruction. I believe now that 
such would have been the result had not slave 
itself willed it otherwise. When it proved itself 
to be so antagonistic to the great fundamental 
principles of the Government which must and 
would be carried out in its administration; when 
it found free society, which it regarded as its en- 
emy, making a far more rapid growth and devel- 
opment than slave society could possibly attain; 
when it found itself far outstripped in everything 
which can contribute to the happiness, wealth, 
and power of a people by its rival; when it found 
that five million people in the South could no 
longer rule and dictate law to twenty million 
people in the North, instead of being willing to 
assume that position in the Government which 
belonged to it, it determined upon the immediate 
destruction of the Government which it had so 
long controlled. The day and the hour which 
Mr. Calhoun had so long ago foretold had come. 
Slavery in making war upon the Government has 
staked its existence on the issue,and if the Gov- 
ernment wins slavery must die. It has said that 
itcould not and would not live under such a Gov- 
ernment, and it must be taken at its word; and 
while our jurisdiction over every inch of our ter- 
ritory must be made good, that institution which 
has made itself so hostile to all the great princi- 
ples of our Government that it has attempted its 
overthrow and sought its destruction must not 
find a place in it. 

I have said that the contest in which we are 
now engaged has been going on ever since the 
beginning of the Government. But its character 
has been changed from a contest of ideas, of moral 
and political forces, to a contest of arms. That 
which would have been accomplished slowly, 
gradually, and peacefully by the working of moral 
and material forces, is now being done sudden] 
and violently by contending armies. The whirl- 
wind and the tornado are the instrumentalities of 
an all-wise God not less than the gentle breeze 
and the summer shower, and perhaps it is little 
less presumptuous for us to question the instru- 
mentality in the one case than in the other. Still, 
when the agency of man is so directly involved 
as it is in the scenes which are now going on 
about us, we cannot help feeling and asking how 
far is he responsible for that which is. 

The contest between slavery and freedom, be- 
tween slave institutions and free institutions un- 
der the same Government, was inevitable, and no 
man or organization of men now living are re- 
sponsible for it; it is like the conflict between 
truth and falsehood, between right and wrong; 
a conflict which must and will go on until truth 
and right shall conquer. The men who have sup- 
posed that they could stop men’s thinking and 
talking about slavery and freedom, or that by 
stopping them the conflict would end, are as wise 
as those men who stop their ears in a thunder 
storm that they may not be struck by lightning. 
The enly question which we have ever had any 
power over is, what shall be the form of that con- 
flict? Shall it be peace or war, logic or arms? 
The slavebolders, kuowing thatthey would meet 
with no resistance from the Administration of 
James Buchanan, decided in favor of arms, and 
hence the bloody contest in which we are now en- 
gaged. Had that Administration the power to have 

revented the change of the contest? 1 believe it 
had. I believe that there was power enough in 
the Government, properly administered, to have 
crushed this rebellion in the very bud. Had An- 
drew Jackson and James Buchanan but chai 
places and James Buchanan been in the presiden- 
tial chair when General Jackson was there, John 
C. Caihoun, instead of beingan extinguished nul- 
lifier, would have been ident for a time of a 
so-called southern confederacy; and had General 
Jackson been in the presidential chair when James 
Buchanan was there, Jefferson Davis would to- 
day be an extinguished secessionist instead of 
president of the so-called southern confederacy, 

rrying on war against his Government, and 
shedding the blood of hundreds of thousands of 
loyal men, That thing happened which no one 
of the framers of the Constitution, or any other 
loyal man, ever suppused could happen. The 
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man who had been chosen by millions of freemen 
to preside over the destinies of the nation, who 
had sworn to yo protect, and defend the 
Constitution of his country, basely betrayed his 
trust, consorted with traitors, consented to and 
connived at the destruction and overthrow of the 
Government; and during the long months that 
treason openly made its hostile preparation and 
avowed its purposes, not only took no step for 
its suppression, but kept in his Cabinet a Secre- 
tary of War who remained until he had stolen 
everything worth stealing, and then transferred it 
and himself to his fellow-conspirators; and a Sec- 
retary of the Navy who sent every vessel of war 
to the most distant ports of the world that the 
might be beyond the reach of the incoming Ad- 
ministration, and where they could render no ser- 
vice to the Government, who remained to the close 
and retired with his master amidst the contempt 
of all Joyal men. 

Slavery having found itself unable to contend 
with the moral and material forces opposed to it 
has appealed toarms. Now let arms decide the 
contest. Heretofore it has been freedom or sla- 
very, the moral and material forces of the world 
contending. Now it is freedom or slavery, the 
armies of the loyal people of the country on one 
side, and the armies of the traitors on the other, 
contending. By no men is this truth so fully 
realized as by the men in the field, those actively 
engaged in the contest. I care not what their 
opinion may have been before the war, you can 
hardly find an officer or a soldier who Lee ren- 
dered service on the battle-field who does not 
most heartily agree to this. 

The people of the North have not made this 
issue, We have not had the power to make it. 
It was made by the rebels, and we have been 
obliged to acceptit. We have foolishly tried on 
more than one occasion to change it, but bave 
found it impossible to do so. They hold us to 
the issue they have made. The Government and 
slavery cannot permanently exist together. Sla- 
very demands the destrucuon of the Government 
to secure its own permanent existence, aud the 
Government, to save its life, must destroy slavery. 
It would be simply anactof folly for usto recogiize 
any government established in any of the seceded 
States as loyal, and entitled toa status in the 
Union, which did not provide in the terms of this 
bill that ** involuntary servitude is forever pro- 
hibited, ind the freedom of all persons is guaran- 
tied in said State.”’ | know that there have been 
many and are still some men who are exceedingly 
desirous that we should fight a shadow instead 
of the real enemy of the Government, and they 
can look on with the utmost composure and satis- 
faction at any blow aimed at the shadow; nay, 
more, they will even assist in the stroke, but when 
you strike at the real enemy they will how! as 
though they themselves were hit. We hear from 
these men when we pereees to adopt vigorous 
measures for replenishing our armies and giving 
to our noble volunteers who have so long borne 
the dangers and hardships of the field replenished 
ranks that they may march forth to meet the 
enemy with hope of success; we hear from them 
when the President proposes to exercise the right- 
ful belligerent power of declaring the slaves of 
the enemy free; we hear from them when it is 
proposed that colored men shall be admitted into 
the service of their country and affored an op- 
portunity to fight for a Government.which they 
are willing to shed their blood to defend; we 
hear from them when the President proposes to 
aid and assist in the reconstruction of a truly loyal 
State government in a rebel State, one that can 
be trusted; we hear from them when the Con- 
gress of the United States proposes to lend its 
power to aid in the construction of loyal govern- 
ments in rebel States; we hear from them when 
our armies meet with defeat in the field, but they 
are dumb when loyal men rejoice in victory. 
Their watchword is ‘ unconstitutionality ,’’ and 
their great fear is that the rebellion will meet with 
ng i alinjury or detrimen me 

its power to prolong its existence may 
diminished, They wish no act done until the 
Spgered, Cost, elet doe deliberntion, hee de- 
ome at the act to be done is constitutional. 

y seem to think that the great object and pur- 
pose of our fathers in framing the tuuon 
was tosee to it thatnothing off harm should come 
to the human chattels and real estate of those 
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who should rebel against the Government and 
seek its overthrow; and that every possible bar- 
rier should be placed in the way of the Govern- 
mentand the nation when attempting to maintain 
existence; and they seem to regard it as their 
special mission to see to it that these supposed 
provisions of the Constitution are rigorously en- 
forced at this time. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not believe that these rebels 
have ceased to be subjects of this Government, or 
that they are out of the Union. | do not believe 
that their attempted secession and rebellion have 
deprived this Government of its right of sover- 
eignty and jurisdiction over them, or released 
them from the relations and duties of subjects, 
bound to render obedience to the Constitution and 
laws. While they, by treason, rebellion, and 
levying war against the Government, have for- 
feited all right to the protection of the Constitu- 
tion and laws; while they have made themselves 

ublic enemies, and come to be recognized as bel- 
igerents, not only by other Powers but by the 
Federal Government, still they owe obedience to 
this Government not less than they did before 
secession was attempted. This Government holds 
to them the twofold relation of sovereign and bel- 
ligerent—a sovereign carrying on a just and ne- 
cessary war to maintain a rightful sovereignty; 
and they hold to this Government the twofold 
relation of subjects and belligerents—rebellious 
subjects carrying on an unnecessary and unjust 
war to overthrow a Government which they them- 
selves assert has never purposely done them a 
wrong or withheld from them a right. 

This being the relative position of the two con- 
tending parties, the question arises, what are the 
rights and powers of the Government in the pros- 
ecution of a war for the maintenance of its right- 
ful sovereignty and the reduction to obedience of 
its rebellious subjects? I answer that it has all 
the rights and powers which any Government on 
earth has in carrying on war against its enemy. 
It can exercise any power, doany actit may deem 
proper and necessary to do, not prohibited by the 
law of nations to all Governments alike. There 
is nota principle or provision, line or word, in 
the Constitution of the United States which pro- 
hibits or prevents the doing of every act or thing 
Congress may deem necessary or proper to be done 
to crush rebellion and maintain the sovereignty of 
the Government. Since the time when the sana 
claimed for themselves, and we accorded to them, 
the character of belligerents, the Constitution of 
the United States has imposed no more restraint 
upon Congress and the Commander-in-Chief of 
our armies, and of course no more protection to 
the enemy, than it would have done had we been 
engaged in war with the most distant people on 
earth. Lam wholly at a loss to know what men 
mean when they talk about straining the provis- 
ions or leaping the barriers of the Constitution 
in the prosecution of the war we are now carry- 
ing on against the enemy, and in our efforts to 
uphold and maintain the Government and save 
the life of the nation. I know of no provisions 
or barriers in that instrument that it would be 
necessary to strain or leap over in order for us to 
wield against them all the power human ingenu- 
ity can devise or human agency can execute. 

When these rebels assumed the character and 
position of belligerents they said to us and the 
world, ** We no longer claim the protection of 
the Consitution and laws of the United States, but 
we stand or fall by the sword;”’ and the Govern- 
ment said to the rebels, ‘As you have so willed 
it, let the sword decide the question.”’? From that 
moment it ceased to be a question of constitu- 
tional and legal right, and became a question of 
military power and force. I do not wonder that 
in the very outset of the rebellion we did not fully 
comprehend the relations we bore to 
these belligerent rebels. We had ever been ac- 
customed to appeal to the Constitution as the great 
arbiter of disputed questions during our whole 
national existence, and for a time, at least, many 
seemed to think that by its provisions we could 


setile questions between beiligerents not less than 
questions between ful and law-abiding citi- 
zens, They to think that while the rebels 


could conduct against us a war, unrestrained and 
untrammeled by law or Constitution, we could 
do to them only those things which we were ex- 
pressly authorized by statutes and the Constiw- 
tion to do; and some, even now, seem to fail to 













understand that the war powers of this Govern- 
ment are undefined. The war powers of any 
Government are from their very nature undefin- 
able, and the men who should undertake to pre- 
scribe, limit,and define them would demonstrate 
in the very outset that they did not understand 
the first principles ofgovernment, and were wholly 
unfit to prescribe the fundamental law fee any 
people. ‘The men who framed our Constitution 
made no such mistake. They had had the ex- 
perience of both war and peace, and knew full 
well the powers a Government must possess in 
order to maintain its existence and an independ- 
ent position among the nations of the earth. 
They were too wise to restrict the powers and tie 
the hands of the Government they were establish- 
ing in the prosecution of a war against an enemy 
seeking its destruction and overthrow, be that 
enemy foreign or domestic. From the moment 
the rebels levied war against the Government, 
and we recognized their acts as war in fact, and 
prepared to meet military force with military 
force, our right and power to prosecute war 
against them were in all respects the same as they 
are to prosecute war against any foreign enemy 
who may commence against us an unprovoked 
and unjust war for the pvt adh a of our ter- 
ritory. This is and must be the position of this 
Government until the military power of the rebels 
is entirely overthrown, the last vestige of rebel- 
lion wiped out, and a true and legal government 
established in every rebel State. 

Still, the right of jurisdiction of this Govern- 
ment overall territory and people within the rebel 
lines is not destroyed or impaired, butremains as 
perfect as it would have been had it not been in- 
terrupted by rebellion; and when we shall have 
crushed the rebellion and restored peace to all 
parts of the country we shall hold this territory, 
not by a new title, but by the old, notas territory 
acquired by conquest, but territory defended and 
maintained against revolt; and the jurisdiction of 
this Government over the people within the now 
revolted territory will not be a newly acquired 
right, but the assertion and maintenance ofa right 
which has always existed. Any act of the so- 
called confederate government, and any act of the 
State governments, since secession; will be re- 
goraen by this Governmentas nullities. The re- 


ellion, while it has not destroyed the right of 
jurisdiction of this Government over any part of 


our territory, has interrupted its jurisdiction for 
the time being over so much of our territory as 
is within the rebel lines, and the seceded States 
have themselves overturned and destroyed their 
State governments, so that one of those govern- 
ments can now claim no more rights, protection, 
or recognition from the Federal Government than 
can the rebel himself? 

I know that some say that if this is the fact the 
overthrow of the rebellion will immediately re- 
establish the old order of things in the revolted 
States, and that they will be, at the end of the re- 
bellion, exactly where they were atits beginning. 
This by no means follows, They themselves 
have destroyed the old order of things; they have 
overthrown their State governments; they have 
brought about an entirely different state of things 
from that which existed before the rebellion; they 
have created a new state of society demanding a 
government and institutions different from those 
which before existed, and could not continue in 
harmony with the General Government. The 
Federal Government cannot recognize, other than 
as an enemy, any State government which has 

iven in its adhesion to the rebel confederacy. 

owever liberal the President may be in his am- 
nesty proclamations, or the Congress of the United 
States in its legislation, for the pardon of traitors, 
I sapenent that rebel State governments will 
hardly find themselves in the catalogue of the for- 
given. Those States must first come under the 
military rule and control of the United States, 
and how long they shall continue in that condi- 
tion is a question which the United States alone 
has the power to determine. The Federal Gov- 
ernment having found itself unable to enforce its 
lawful authority by civil process has been obliged 
to invoke the military power, and that power must 
be continued until a loyal government, truly re- 
publican in form, has been organized in every se- 
ceded State, and until the people of that State 
have given satisfactory evidence that they have 
both the will and the power to keep and maintain 
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such State within the Union against all traitors 
within its limits. When this time shall come, 
then such State can with propriety ask that the 
military power shall be removed, and that her 
Senators and Representatives shall be admitted 
into the councils of the nation. 

1 can see no reason why the President, as Com- 
mander-in-Chief, should not, in the mean time, so 
use the military power as to aid and assist the 
loyal people of any one of these States in the or- 
ganization of a loyal State government. #As the 
government which has given its adhesion to the 
rebel confederacy can never be recognized by the 
United States, a new government must be organ- 
ized during the military occupation, which ean, 
at the proper time, be recognized by Congress, 
All these acts by the President, or the military 
peer under him, in thus aiding and assisting the 

oyal people in these States, impose no obligation 
upon Congress to recognize them until such time 
as it shall deem proper to do so, and any recog- 
nition the military power may see fit to give to 
these governments can never fix their status in the 
Union. Congressalone has the power to determ- 
ine what government is the legitimate one in a 
State, and its decision is binding on the other de- 
partments of the government. The opinion of the 
Supreme Court of the United States in Luther vs. 
Borden et al. is precisely to this point: 

Under this article ofthe Constitution [article four, section 
four] it rests with Congress to decide what government is 
the established one in a State. For as the United States 
guaranty to each State a republican form of government, 

Congress must necessarily decide what government is es- 
“ablished in the State before it can be determined whether 
it is republican or not. Aud when the Senators and Repre- 
sentitives of a State are admitted into the councils of the 
Union, the authorityof the government under which they 
are appointed, as well as its republican character, is recog- 
nized by the proper constitutional authority. And its de- 
cision is binding on every other department of the govern- 
ment and could not be questioned In a judicial tribunal.’ 

The question of the recognition of a govern- 
ment. in one of the revolted States does not differ 
at all from the question of recognition of the gov- 
ernment in any State in which the legitimate gov- 
ernment has been interrupted, overthrown, or 
destroyed, and the Federal power invoked to de- 
termine which the established and legitimate gov- 
ernment is. The question is a political one, and 
is to be decided by Congress, not by the Execu- 
tive or the judiciary, and the most authoritative 
decision which Congress can give to the question, 
is thé admission of Senators and Representatives 
to seats in the councils of the nation; and as each 
House is the judge of the elections, returns, and 
qualifications of its members, each must determ- 
ine for itself what government it will recognize 
as the established one in any State, and when the 
Senate and the House have by the admission of 
members to seats decided in favor of the same gov- 
ernment in any State the question is settled, and 
the decision binding on the other departments of 
this Government, 

The conclusion to which I come is this: no 
matter what laws may be passed by Congress, 
no matter what acts may be done by the Execu- 
tives, as the governments in the revolted States 
have by treason, rebellion, and adhesion to the 
southern confederacy been overthrown and de- 
stroyed, no such State can have any status in 
the Union for any purpose until a loyal! State gov- 
ernment shall have been established therein, and 
spsogeraes by the Congress of the United States. 
And when that shall have been done it will be- 
come the duty of the other departments of the 
Government to immediately recognize the act and 
accord to such State all the rights and privilegea 
of a State in the Union. 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, we are about en- 
tering, nay, we have already entered, upon the 
fou ear of the war. And this simple state- 
ment should invite reflection. It should induce 
every man to pause, to take a careful scrutiny of 
the past, and to look forward with profound anxi- 
ety into the opening future.~ If we are wise we 
will condescend to from the teachings of the 
past; from its defeats as well as its successes, from 
the destruction of our most cherished plans as 
well as from the consummation of our most bril- 
liant hopes and efforts; from the dangers we have 
passed and the evils we have suffered; in fine, 
from our experience in every form, whether for 
good or ill. 

We should look back upon the past, Mr. Speak- 


'| er, not with any frivolous idea of vain curiosity 
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or amusement, butto draw from it lessons, so that 
we may guide the fortunes of the Republic aright 
ini the future. Ifwe have been betrayed by treach- 
erous cocks or sands, beguiled by false landmarks 
or fatal currents, or misled by ignorant or wicked 
pilots, it is the partof wisdom to profit by our ex- 


the chart of the greatand bloody ocean upon which 
the a the Republic has bios launched, and 
upon whose surging billows it is now madly 
tossed. Whata period of vicissitude these years 
have been! Whatgigantic events have been piled 
in upon them if terrible confusion! 
culean efforts, what prodigious exertions of force, 
what enormous strifes, what vast expenditures 
of sorrow and agony and death, have they wit- 
neseed! From our mostglorious battleefields come 
wafted on every breeze the groans and shrieks of 
the weunded and dying, telling with fearful elo- 
quence not only of suffering there, but of many 
a wound that no medicine can cure in some far- 
off nnd once happy home. 

Sir, in these terrible years vicissitude has trod 
rapidly upon vicissitude, change upon change, 
Disaster und success, defeat and victor 
chased each other in quick succession, We have 
vibrated between hope and fear, and bave experi- 
enced quick transitions from mourning to rejoi- 
cing. Now we have fallen prostrate in fasting 


tened us by reverses, and now we have thronged 
ten thousand temples to pay Him the homage | 
Cua nee fur victory. We have sunk in 
shame and trembled with alarm over the disgrace 
of the first and second Bull Run, We have waited 
in breathless suspense upon the progress of the 
vital eampuigns in Virginia, with their magnifi- 
cent ‘es of Yorktown, Williamsburg, Han- 
over Court-House, Seven Oaks, and Malvern. 
We have been plunged into an agony of grief and 
disappointment by the tragedies of Fredericks- 
burg and Chancellorsville. We have breathed 
bated breaths over the invasion of Maryland, the 
battles of Murfreesboro’ and Chickamauga, and 
the siege of Knoxville. And we have rejoiced 
with full hearts over the victories of Antietam, 
New Orleans, Vicksburg, Gettysburg, and Chat- 
tanooga. 
Nor is this all. With this procession of grand 
military events and their alternations of emation 
there have been equally great vicissitudes of civil 
events, Sir, we have witnessed the stealthy strides 
of unlawful power; we have seen the theory of 
the abolition of slavery in the Territories truans- 
formed into its abolition everywhere; we have 
noted the transition from emancipation with com- 
pensation toemancipation withaut compensation, 
from bills striking down the rights and properties 
of individuals to acts crushing out the rights, the 
institutions, and the very existence of States, as 
the Lill we now have under consideration proposes 
to du; we have seen the negro made first a sol- 
dier, then a citizen, then a member of conven- 
tions, and we behold him now stretching out his 
hand to grasp the exercise of the franchise and 
the enjoyment of political distinction. We have 
seen a reign of terror, when every man became 
the spy and accuser of his neighbor; when men 
were hauled to prison without Knowing their ac- 
cuser or their crime; when the habeas was 
struck down by proclamation, and the coward! 
act was applauded by a pliant Congress; when 
the will of one man was converted into law, and the 
law changed with his capricious and fluctuati 
notions and ambitions; when established consti- 
tutions were brushed aside like cobwebs, and 
free speech and a free ballot were crushed by the 
mailed hand of power. We have seen “ military 
patie 7 ma men into prison, invade the sanc- 
tity of the hearthstone, drive citizens into banish- 
ment, block upthe avenues to the ballot-box, and 
intimidate the free expression of political opinion. 
We have seen proclamation fulminated after proe- 
lamation with indecent haste, ull threatening to 
reduce the nation to political chaos. All this we 
have seen, and the end is not yet. New ' 
and still more violent vicissitudes are- brewing, 
and more intolerable dislocations are being con- 
ceived, as this bill proposes. Where and when 
it shetl end it is for Divine Providence and the 
American people to determine, 

In reviewing the vicissitudes which € have de- 
scribed, the unavoidable questions that present 
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perience and not suffer ourselves to be again be- | 
trayed or misled. We should sean with solicitude | 


What her- | 


have || 


and humiliation at the feet of Him who had chas- | 
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themselves are, “What has been gained in all this 
time?” and “To what agency may we attribute | 
that which has been gained?’ He will bea bold 
man who will deny fi 

sulis have been attained have been seeured solely 


the indomitable resolution, the unshaken con- 
stancy, the unparalleled endurance and heroism 
| of our brave soldiers and sailors, and not by our 
| civil policy or the wisdom and ability of the Ad- 
| ministration. What has our military policy done 
for us, and what has our civil policy accom- 
|| plished? Let us see. 

Our Army and Navy have given us New Or- 
| leans and Vicksburg and opened the Mississippi | 
|| river, cutting the confederacy in twain. Our | 
‘armies have rescued Kentucky and Tennessee. 
They have saved to us our Federal capital; they 
| have arrested and punished the invasions of Mary- 
| land and Pennsylvania, Ohio and Indiana. They 
| gave us glorious victory at Antietam, at Gettys- 
| burg, and at Chattanooga; and they now stund at 
| the great natural gateway to the heart of Georgia 
and the southern confederacy. This is what our 
|| soldiers and sailors have done. 

But what have our rulers accomplished by their 
civil policy? They have not won asingle strong- 
_ hold. They have not detached a single State nor 
| wrested a single acre of ground from the public 
enemy. They have not overcome a single army 
nor struck the sword from the hand of a single 
rebel. On the contrary, they have again and 
} again paralyzed our heroic armies when they have 
been on the very verge of victory. They have 
destroyed the best-luid plansand brought to naught 
the tafors and costly sacrifices of many a long 
| campaign. What man is to be found so bold as 





to assert or so infatuated as to believe that a single 
| victory less would have been won if the President 

had never issued a proclamation or if Congress had 

never passed an act except those needed to form 
and maintain our armies in the field? Had the 

President and Congress been dumb on all beside, 

our armies would have still won every victory 
that has been gained. Nay, our victories would’ 
have been far greater and far more decisive; for 

every proclamation and every act has been firi 
the spirits of the confederates and welding them 
So firmly together as almost to defy the frown of 

ity. 

But who will have the supreme folly to say that 
if our armies had stood still, if our soldiers had 
not Bhown valor, fortitude, and skill, the whole 
brood of presidential falminations and congres- 
sional «nactments would have won us a single 
battle? They would have been mere waste paper, 
a useless “‘ war of words.’” And such, indeed, 
they have been for any ee results, althou 
they have been a prolific calise of doubts and dis- 
sensions among ourselves while they have'silenced 
them among our enemies. In sober truth they 
have been a clog and hinderance to our armies, 
and every victory that has been won has been 
guined in spite of them, 

1 am conscious, Mr. aker, that it were a 
bootless task for me to undertake to convince the 
present Administration of the folly of their past 
policy, and there is nothing to justify the hope 
that, even if f might succeed in convicting their 
minds, any change would be wrought upon their 
future course. 

That task has already been attempted by one 
who has a hold upon the confidence and affection 
of the people scarcely second to what was enter- 
tained for Washington and Jackson; and it was 
undertaken with a breadth of mind and a com- 
prehensiveness of nt, a power of thought 
and language to anything exhibited by the 

test statesmen in the best days of the Re- 
public, But it was received with indifference 
and contempt, and Ido not flatter myself that 
Tears ight say will meet with a different 
~ If the 


Sede coatenane ‘ m the com- 
d wise plan of mi ons 
ited by General MeCletlan to the President 
at —— —a which every ee me 
cast and i , afd which if it had been 
adhered to would have | us @ year ago as 
far in the advance as We are to-day; which would 
have averted innumerable reverses, saved count- 
less lives, and prevented an incalculable outlay 
of treasure and blood+if the Administration re- 
jected such a plan, proceeding from such a man, 


bat whatsoever practical re- | 


May 3, 


'Thave no right to expect that any counsels of 
_ mine will arrest their attention or influence their 
| action. 

And as with the military plans of this general 
| so also with the civil policy which he advised 








by our armies in the field and by our Navy—by || should go hand in hand with it. His advice to 


the Administration that they should consider the 
rebellion as having assumed the character of war, 
and that it ought to be conducted upon the highest 
principles known to Christian civilization, was 
rejected. His warnings not to convert the war 
into one looking to the subjugation of the people 
of a State, and not to make ita waragainst popu- 
lations, but only against armed forces and polit- 
ical organizations, were unheeded. His adjura- 
tions that we should not contemplate the crae/ con- 
| fiscations of property, or the political executions 
of persons, or the fore:ble abolition of slavery, 
were not listened to. His noble counsel that m 
prosecuting the war all private property and un- 
armed persons should be protected, subject only 
to the necessity of military operations; that prop- 
erty taken for military uses should be paid for, 
ritlege and waste to be treated as high crimes, 
all unnecessary trespass be sternly prohibited, and 
outrages of the soldiers upon the citizens be sternly 
rebuked, was contemptuously spurned. His cau- 
tion that military arrests should not be tolerated, 
save where actual hostilities existed; that mili- 
tary government should be confined to the preser- 
vation of public orderand the protection of political 
rights, and the military power should be obedient 
to law and not suffered to interfere with social re- 
lations, was treated with contempt. His urgent 
appeal to concentrate the military power against 
the vital parts of the confederacy, so as to destroy 
their polrtical structure, and not to disperse it on 
distant and unimportant points, was disregarded, 
His calm and respectful admonition to the Ad- 
ministration not to declare radical views on the 
ae or slavery, but to follow a constitutional 
and conservative system of policy, was derided, 
and made the occasion of his disgrace and dis- 
favor. 

If no sense of obligation has saved from treat- 
ment such as this the man who twice saved the 
capital and gave the trembling occupants of its 
palaces a respite from their unmanly fears; if a 
man of-such a mold was scorned and derided 
for the expression of his sincere convictions and 
his efforts for the public good, what ground is 
there for me to hope that I can make an impres- 
sion upon the impenetrable self-conceit and stub- 
born willfalness of this Administration? 1 have 
no such hope. They are, like Ephraim, joined 
to theiridols, Let them alone! But thank Heaven 
they are not yet supreme! There is a higher au- 
thority, and to it | make my appeal. If the Ad- 
ministration are deaf, or blind, or fanatical, or 
weak, or willful, the peopie, their masters, are 
neither. They will listen to counsel. They are 
quick to detect error, or imposture, or imbecility, 
or corraption, and although they may be misled 
or deceived for a time it cannot be forlong. In 
the end i will follow the right, and render 
justice to all. They will give honor, high reward, 
and fove to the men whose counsels have been 
rejected, and whose splendid services have been 
treated with base ingratitude, and ignominy and 
eo those who have trampled on public 
and private rights, and sought to prostitute a holy 
war waged for the nation's life to the purposes of 
a political faction. The American citizen is long- 
suffering, and his ee siow to move, and 
it were well if those who are now trying his for- 
bearance to the“utmost, and who are sheltering 
themselves in fancied security from his slumber- 
ing indignation, would bear in mind these apt 
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t h my oppostiion to the civil power of the 
Govdraaieee has been so strong, still | have not 
allowed myself to forget that there is also a mili- 
tary power upon the efficiencyand foree of which 
our nation’s safety greatly depends. Acting upon 
this conviction, I have ever felt it to be my duty 
to stand by the citizens whom the people have 
invested for a season with the administration of 
affairs in atf the lawful and necessary measures 
roposed by them for the inerease of the num- 
rs and efficiency of our military forces, for their 
ayment and support, and for the suppression of 
this rebellion agarnst the Union and the Consti- 
tution. | have never withheld my voice or my vote 
for men, or money, or means to this end. And 
although the Administration has been guilty of 
many acts which | believed to be wrong in prin- 
ciple and almost fatally so in practice, although 
much of its policy has appeared to be madly sui- 
cidal, neither have I felt it to be in a line with 
my duty to cripple them in the conduet of the 
war, even though their errors were certain to be 
repeated. On the contrary, I have never devi- 
ated from the course I marked out for myself in 
the beginning; and have supported every mens- 
ure intended to make our military and naval 
strength adequate to the necessities of our great 
emergency, and have placed in the hand of the 
authorities whatsoever was necessary to the prose- 
cution of the war with vigor and success, Atthe 
same time, in common with the great and patriotic 
party with which | have the honor to act, I have 
reserved the right to hold the Administration re- 
sponsible for the right and lawful use of the means 
thus intrusted to them, and accountable for the 
perversion of the war from its legitimate objects, 
And 1 shall, therefore, not hesitate to exercise 
my duty as a free citizen to criticise with frank- 
ness and even severity, but still with candor, 
such of their acts as | believe to be pregnant with 
injurious consequences to she country, and to de- 
nounce with all the energy at my command what 
I conceive to be their dangerous and unwarrant- 
able intrusions and usurpations upon our free 
institutions. In this spirit | am obliged, Mr. 
Speaker, to raise my voice in earnest remon- 
strance against the policy marked out by the party 
in power in relation to confiscation, to an amnesty, 
and to the destruction or suspension of the ex- 
istence of States. 

On the subject of eonfiseation I have already 
on this floor expressed myself fully on a former 
eceasion, and further reflection has confirmed me 
in the convietions to which I then gave utterance. 
| remain opposed, more earnestly and infiexibly 
than ever, to any sweeping act of confiscation 
which seizes on the rty of men, unaccused, 
unheard, without trial, and by whole descriptions 
and populations. { am opposed to it because I 
believe it to be eontrary to our organic law, and 
because, being so, it is intrinsi tyrannical and 
oppressive, for wherelawends tyranny begins.” 
Lam opposrd because it is an imeitement to and a 
premium upon rapacity at the expense of miser 
and distress beyond our ability to imagine. But 
if my opposition is so stroug against a confisce- 
tion of life estates, infinitely greater is my detest- 
ation and contempt for the man who would intro- 
duce the barbarous and inhuman proposition to 
entail the penalty of a parent’s transgressions 
upon his innecent offspring, upon helpless wo- 
man, upon budding childhood, guileless in- 
fancy, upon the child unborn! it is a horrible 

sition! it is more rigorous than the pun- 
ishment of murder, for the family of the most 
brutal marderer when he is eonvieted and exe- 
cuted are not despoiled of his property and effects. 
In this case the whole family is punished for the 
crime of the individual; and when the father is 
condemned his wife and children are reduced to 
beg their bread. It makes poli eee 
punishment than natural  sivee in lat- 








robbed of their lawful inheritance. 

_ This bill, Mr. Speaker, is fail of evil, 
sion, and inhumanity, and like a herri- 
cane over a whole population. net this in- 
human ee which is ane i 
lift my voice in indignant protest. {t has in it 
eet ae er Tt is ma- 
lignant, spiteful, . tthas “a devil's 
Purpose” without 
of an “tangel’s face.’’ 
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|| it ¥ cannot believe that it will propitinte the Al- 


mighty to smile upon our cause, but rather fear 


| thatit will lead Fim to pronownee upon ve the 


dread sentence, With what meaaure ye mete it 


shall be measured to you again.’’ | wash my 


| hands of the enormity—the erime against Ged 


and againet human nature. 

My opinions with reference to the mockery of 
an amnesty which the President has promulgated 
in the proclamation unnexed to his last message 
are equally decided. 1 cheracterize it as a moek- 
ery,’ and so the President seems to have regarded 
it, for he defended it m advance by the remark, 
** True, the form of an oath is given, but no man 
is forced to take it.’”? Can it be possible that the 

| President did not perceive that the oath which he 

| prescribed as the condition precedent to his am- 

| Nesty was of a nature to defeat the very object of 
the amnesty? that the terms of the oath were 
such as strack down all motive toa return to loy- 
alty, by making such return involve the destruc- 
tion of their property and thus made it their in- 
terest to remain in rebellion? 

But, sir, my objection to the President’s proc- 
lamation of amnesty proceeds from something 
higher than the fact that it is an unsubstantal 
nreckery and defeatsits own ends. | object to it 
because the President has no right to declare a gen- 
eral amnesty; or, it he had, the terms in which it 
is conceived are without any strain of mercy or 
generosity, and without any inducement to those 

| to whom it is addressed. 

l am aware that the President declares in the 
a of his message which is exeusatory of 

is proclamation that ** the Constitution author- 
izes the Executive to grant or withhold the par- 
don at his own absolute discretion.’’ But precise- 
ly upon this point | respectfully take issue with 
him. The language of the Constitution (article 
two, section one) ts: ‘* He (the President) shall 
have powe®to grant reprieves and pardons for 
offenses against the United States.” That is to 
say, when a man has been tried for an offense 
against the United States, found guilty, and con- 
demned by regular established process of law, 
the President shall have power to reprieve or 
pardon him. But he has no right to declare a 
man free from the consequences of his acts be- 
fore he shall have been tried, convicted, and con- 
demned. And if he exercises such alleged right 
he exceeds his power; he causes the executive to 
usurp upon the province of the legislative, while 
at the same time the reprieve or pardon thus 
ated would be utterly void and of no effect. 
t is a usurpation upon the legislative power 
because all the provisions entering into a gener. 
bill of amnesty are necessarily and solely legis- 
lative in their nature. And such was the opinion 
of the men who formed our Government. Inthe 
preliminary stipulations to the treaty of peace 
with Great Britain in 1783 Congress enacted and 


“That there shall be no future confiseations made nor 
any prosecutions couumenced against any or per- 
sons for or by reasun of the part which he or they ma 
have taken in the present war; and that no person shall 
on that account euffer any future loss or damage, ei in 
his person, liberty, or property, and that those who may be 
in coufinement on such ci at the time of the ratitica- 
tion of the treaty in Ambrica shall be imutediately set at 
liberty, aud the proseeutions so commenced shall be dis- 
continued.” 


This, Mr. Speaker, was both a legitimate and 
a real amnesty. But the President’s amnest 


lacks all the full and free generosity and mage . 
red 


nimity which characterized the amnesty o 

to the malignant Tories of the Revolution by our 
forefathers. The one is full of lifeand human sym- 
pathy; the other is cold, emotionless, without 
any trace of pity or compassion, The one was 
the product of the Republic in its best and purest 
days; the other comes from. the present Admin- 
istration. 

But, Mr. Speaker, the President, as if conscious 
of the weakness of his case in this particular, 
cites the confiscatian acts as giving him authority 
to extend on and amnesty to ns who 
have pated in this rebellion. But, sir, he 

with his amnesty conditions that are vio- 
lative of the law he cites_as his authority,und de- 
structive of the rights of persons and of 
conditions which neither the President had a right 
to impose nor Congress to give him the power 


of iring. 
; by anything || A kw words, Mr. Speaker, upon the Presi- 
And if we ave guilty of dene plan, sod the bill under consideration to 
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** reéstublich’” State roments in the insur- 
rectionary portions of the Union. [tt does not 
command ary approbation, either by what | con- 
ceive to be its real design or by ite avowed ob- 
jects. tt is nota statesmantike , buta crude 
and visionary experiment, not calculated to lessen 
our emberrassments, but certain to add to them, 
It is hot # statesmaniike measure having for its 
object the composition and settlement of our na- 
tional difficulties, but it is a political artifice in- 
tended to have x bearing upon the coming presi- 
dentint election. ft is a plun which can only 
result in a nominal resumption of the relations 
between these States and the Union. The aper- 
ation of this scheme would be, by a political 
fiction, to bring back the whole State into appar- 
ent bat unreal relation with the Union, enable it, 
or the fragment acting in its name, to elect United 
States Senators, and by pretended elections to 
send its full complement resentatives to the 
House of Representatives. And here the Presi- 
dent’s design is perfectly evident, to secure a 
majority of the d tes to the nominating con- 
vention of his party, and to provide for his own 
election by the House of Representatives in the 
event of there not being an election by the peopiv. 
By this plan the narrow foothold muintained by 
our armies in North Carolina, Louisiana, Texas, 
Alabama, Florida, Arkansas, and elsewhere may 
send the pretended full delegations of those States 
to this House. Mr. Speaker, | denominate the 
whole plan a political trick worthy of the mest 
adroit and unscrupulous wire-puller of cur ward 
primary meetings. 
But, Mr. Speaker, this plan to “ reéstablish* 
State ronments is on the assumption 
that they have been dest . This, sir, deny; 
nor can they be destroyed unless the rebels ore 
finally victorious, and establish their independ- 
ence. Ifa foreignenemy should invade ue, drive 
out our forces, seize and occupy New Jersey or 
Massachusetts, governing them in the mean while 
by their authorities and laws, those States wou!d 
still exist, and our laws and constitations, though 
temporarily obstrueted, would yet be held to have 
a theoretical course in them, And the instant 
the invaders were driven off the States would re- 
sume their old relations, our laws would flow 
into their old channels, and all would go on as 
before, without a singie act of legivlation on the 
part of the General Government. And precisely 
similar is the case with those States now held 
by a domestic enemy; the States still exist; our 
laws and constitutions still have theeretical sway 
there; our authority has been merely suspended 
and our mutual relations inveevagned | by a public 
enemy in armed insurrection against the Union. 
The moment this enemy is overcome, and where 
ever he is overcome driven out, our old rela- 
tions will be instanta resumed, and the 
laws of the Federal Union will again operate na 
if there had been no interruption. Yes, Mr. 
Speaker, all the States, the rebellious as well as 
the loyal, are all within the unbroken pale of the 
Union. Sir, that isthe very question at issue be- 
tween us and the rebels; t declare that the 
Union is finally and irretrieva dissolved, and 
we declare that it is not, and, so help us Heaven, 
shall not be so broken and disrupted. For this 
we are fighting. For this we are eet 
unheard-of expense, making the most wonderfu 
pre tions, and ma our heroic soldiers 
der their gallantleaders. And ifGod biesves us 
with wise rulers and decisive victories, this is what 
will ‘be at length established. No, there is no 
authority given the President to declare any State 
out of the Union that was ever in it. So long as 
the Constitution lasts the union of the several 
States lasts; and although the of anenemy 
may lop off one or more States, and forcibly sever 
the Constitution, we have no authority to do 
what only the overpowering act of un enemy can 
do, or to admit that it is done until we have been 
finally beaten in the fie!d, and ru#ire from the con- 


test beaten. We may be utterly de- 
by a ior power, Sinte after State 

ight be overrun, our capital might be captured 
destroyed, but in such a edse only can our 


a ’ 

Constitution be torn in fre or our Union 
destroyed. When we saive dovttesely succumbed 
to the of anenemy, all our institutions will 
cronitohe tuto one fatal ruin, and our glorious dem- 
oeratic Republic be consolidated into the kingdom 
ofatyrant. But till this happens our Union and 
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Constitution possess a principle of perpetual vi- 


tality, no death of a State and no severance of it 
from the Union. The life-blood may cease to 


flow for a time between the center and the ex- 
tremities, butimmediately on the removal of those 


hinderances and obstructions the life-bearing cur- 


rent will again leap through vein and artery, and 


the whole frame will once more rejoice in re- 


newed health and vigor. 


But, Mr. Speaker, we again recur tothe fact that 


the war has already consumed three entire years, 


and is eating into a fourth. When we ask what 


has been accomplished to bring it to a close, al- 
though we can point to many glorious victories 


and to something gained, in the face of what yet 


remains to be done the further inquiry is forced 


upon us, “How mach longer willit last?’’ Judg- 
ing by what has been accomplished and by what 
remains to be done, nor it not last years and 
y the sheer exhaustion 

of one of the parties? How longcanitlast? The 
total assessed value of all the real and personal 
property in the United States in 1860, according 
to the last census, was $12,084,660,005. .1f from 
this we deduct the value of the property of the 
States in rebellion and of the portions of States 
held by the rebel armies, the amount will be ma- 
terially reduced. The grand total of real and per- 
sonal property in the rebellious States is $3,972,- 
bis isexclusive of Tennessee, Kentucky, 

and Missouri. But as portions of the rebellious 
States are held by our armies, | make a deduction 


years, unless it is ended 


101,522;1 


of ten per cent, from the above estimate, which | 


believe to be a liberal estimate. This leaves a bal- 


- ance of $3,574,891,400, as representing the value 


of property in the rebellious States, ducting 
this from the total amount leaves a balance of 
$8,509,7638,605, representing the value of the prop- 


“7 of the loyal States. 
‘Th 


1e question now arises, How long will it take 
to sweep away the whole property of the country 
by our expenditures, if they continue at the rate 
few more statistics 
will illustrate the matter, Our present expendi- 


of the past three years? 


tures—including the sums expended by the Gen- 


eral Government, by States, counties, towns, 
townships, and individuals—have been at least 
93,000,009,000. Assuming that our expenditures 


will increase in the same proportion, there will 


be an augmentation of our expenditures at the 
rate of Uhirty-three and one third per cent, per 
anyum upon the presentamount. According to 
the last census, the rate of increase in the value 
of veal and personal property in the States and 

tle over twelve and a half 
per cent. per annum. Now the problem which 


‘Territories has been a lit 


these figures suggest may be stated as follows: 


if the whole property of the loyal States con- 
unues to increase at the rate of twelve anda half 
per cent. per annum, how long will it take our 


ex penditures, increasing at the rate of thirty-three 


aud a third per cent, pec #unum, to equal our as- 
sets or resources, and thus reduce us to bank- 
ruptcy? A very simple arithmetical process sup- 
plies the answer to this problem, and shows that 
if our expenditures and the increased value of our 


property each continue in the same ratio as in 


the past, at the end of eleven years our expendi- 


tures will have been nearly equal to the total 
value of all the real and personal property in the 


loyal States. Our §3,000,000,000 of expenditures, 


increased by an expenditure of “thirty-three and 
oue third per cent, per annum and five per cen 
interest, will have reached at the end of eleven 
years the gigantic sum of $20,044,000,000, while 
our real and personal property, increased at the 
rate of one hundred and twenty-six per cent. in 
each decade, will amount to about the same sum, 
or $20,253,249,279. 

Here are stubborn facts pointing at national 
bankruptcy. We havea terrible war upon us, 
which if not speedily settled will lead us to certain 
ruin, itis time to pause. We are only to choose 
between two roads. The one leads to sure de- 
struction; the other may lead to life and to pros- 
perity. We have been going down the one, and 
the prospect is gloomy and foreboding. The mut- 
terigs of the storm are already au and sal- 
vation is yet within our reach, Weyethave time 
to choose “the good part which can never be 
tnken away.” Let me appeal to the ** power he- 
hud the throne’? to cast. aside the idols that have 
;omised them and us se much but have givéu us 
sv ithe, We have begged of our radical deities 






to give us bread, and nouiteenetingiet prom- 


ises we have only received a stone. Throw down 
the idols and ish the worship! Thus, and 
thus only, may we see the day when all the States 
are again knit together in fraternal bonds and 
revolve in the old harmony around our beloved 
Union. God grant that we may live to see that 
day. Then we may look back upon this terrible 
war as upon a frightful dream; and when the 
scars it has made are healed the whole land 
is once more smiling in pros y we will 
with amazement at the folly and madness which 
pecen the fury of a war which might have 
n averted upon our beloved land, and which, 
to give a doubtful boon to the negro, endangered 
the life of a nation. 

Mr. FERNANDO WOOD. Mr. Speaker, | 
had not designed to trouble the House with any 
remarks upon the bill, but, being compelled to 
leave Washington in the morning, and under- 
standing that the question is to be taken to-mor- 
row,as | shall not be here when the voteis taken, 
lest my views upon the bill may be misunder- 
stood | have determined to submit to-night some 
few remarks upon it. I will say, sir, before pro- 
ceeding to those remarks, that it is my design 
also, by the permission of the House, to refer@o 
some other subjects somewhat personal to my- 
self, and not entirely germane to the subject im- 
mediately under consideration. In deviating from 
a confinement to the discussion of the bill itself, 
I think I shall but follow the example of many 
very able gentlemen who have aueenée me in the 
debate upon the measure. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill, taking its title as a true 
indication of its character, is to guaranty to cer- 
tain States whose governments have been usurped 
or overthrown a republican form of government. 
The chairman [Mr. Davis, of Maryland] of the 
committee which reported it describes it to be 
a “bill for the restoration of civil government”’ 
in those States. I have carefully examined both 
the bill and the speech of the honorable gentle- 
man te ascertain upon what facts the assertion is 
made that the State governments of the southern 
States have been overthrown. In the latter I find 
an argument which aims to sustain the assump- 
tion. It isas follows: 

“ Those that are here represented are the only govern- 
ments existing within the limits of the United States. 
Those that are not here represented are not governments of 
the States, republican under the Constitution. And if they 
be not, then they are military usurpations, inaugurated as 
the permanent governments of the States, con to the 
supreme law of the land, arrayed in arms against the Gov- 
erament of the United States; and it isthe duty, the first 
and higtt st duty of the Government, to suppress and expel 
them. Congress must either expel or recognize and sup- 
port them. If it do not guaranty tiem it is bound to ex- 

I them; and they who are not ready to suppress them are 

to recognize them.’’ 

Now, it will be seen that here again is little but 
assumption. Itistaken for granted, and asserted 
with positiveness, that there can be no republican 
government that does not recognize the President 
and the Congress of the United States. ‘* Those 


States that are here erro’ are the eal xty 
ernments existing within the limits of the United 
States.’’ This is singular doctrine. What con- 
stitutes republicanism? Itis not adhesion to any 
font political community or organization, 
t does not consist in allegiance to any central con- 
stituted authority ; if it did, it would not be repub- 
licanism at all, but a dependent condition without 
e power of self-control. 
ntleman assumes too much, If the au- 


harlapor political rights of the States are depend- 


ent on their representations here, then if Con- 
ress refuses to receive the representatives of a 
State on any pretext, it ceases to exist, and loses 
the power of self-government. Suppose that a 
majority of both Houses of Congress and the Ex- 
ecutive were to entertain the idea that the insti- 
tution of slavery was inconsistent with a repub- 
lican form of government, and acted upon 
theory to the extent of the refusal to accept 
Representatives of those States which held slaves, 
henen they were not in rebellion, those States 
w not “be here ted,” and, un- 
der this doctrine, would not have republican forms 
of government, and it would become the duty of 
Congress to provide a form of government for, 


If Congress can do what this bill proposes on the 


oF 


ground alleged, so can it disfranchise any State 


in the Union at pleasure on any pretext what- 


ever. The creature would thus become greater 
than the creator. It would be the arrogance of 
concentrated centralism in its worst features, be- 
cause it would attempt to deprive a people of the 
inalienable right to form their pwn organic laws 
and to determine the nature of the Government 
under which they live. It seeks to establish a 
supervisory power, which, under the principle 
asserted, could at pleasure alter, modify, amend, 
annul, create, or destroy the constitution of every 
State in the Union, North or South, in times of 
war or peace. , y 

'. There are some States in this Union, now rep- 
resented here, whose constitutions have provis- 
ions utterly repugnant to republicanism, and yet 
no one proposes here to interfere with them. 
Even Utah has its Delegate. No one questions 
now the power of Congress over the Territories, 
and yet the gentleman does not propose to inter- 
fere with the notorious anti-republican govern- 
ment in that Territory. 

But if refusing to recognize the Federal author- 
ity the States in rebellion cease to be republican, 
how is itthat Mexicoisarepublic? When Texas 
seceded from the republicof Mexico, we accepted 
her without asking any questions; she came into 
the Union without any alteration in the character 
of her government. e substituted a Governor 
for President, and changed the tiles of other of- 

ficials. She maintains them now. Every one of 
the southern States possesses the same form of 
overnment now that they did before secession. 
f they were republican then they are so now. 
The people elect their own representatives, and 
govern themselves in all the essentials of repub- 
lican government, and it is the extreme of folly 
forany man to assert otherwise. Indeed the con- 
federate constitution has all the elements of re- 
publicanism. There is not a provision of it 
which, to the least extent, infringesupon the rights 
of the people. In many respects it is an improve- 
ment upon our own, because it defines the powers 
of the States with more clearness, leaving less to 
doubtand dispute. Indeed I assert that the peo- 
ple of the southern States enjoy a higher degree 
of liberty than we have been allowed the. last 
three years, 

Look at North Carolina! Her Governor, in 
behalf of her people, openly opposed the action 
of the confederate president and congress for the 
attempted exercise of authority much less repug- 
nant to free institutions than has been repeatedly 
exercised unopposed here of late. What State 
Execugives at the North would have dared to take 
similar action under far more aggravating circum- 
stances? Doubtless despotism exists at the South. 
Military authority isantagonistic toliberty. War, 
and especially civil war, suspends more or less the 
free exercise of personal rights. The civil power 
cannot me maintained amid the clash of arms. It 
is and must be suspended in those States where 
any military conflict exists. But when the neces- 
sity for military authority ceases, when the cause 
which produces the contestshall be removed, civil 
government returns and again has the entire con- 
trol; and.so must it bein the southern States when 
this war ceases, as cease it must, sooner or later; 
the armies will be withdrawn, and the people of 
those States must be permitted to the full enjoy- 
ment of self-government. Otherwise it will not 
be republican. No gue live under a free gov- 
ernment if they are deprived of the right of self- 
government. To impose upon them a form of 
government of your own making, under the pre- 
text of this bill, would be the worst kind of tyr- 
anny, whatever the provisions of your Consti- 
tution might be. 

But this bill itself contains an inhibition which 

ives the lie to its title. It provides that none of 
States in rebellion shall hereafter hold slaves. 

It does not leave to the people, therefore, the right 
to dispose of this question as the North have done. 
‘Is it icanism to take away from a people 
the privilege of regulating their own domestic af- 
fairs, and to deny enn: the privileges we have 


ourselves 
Bat it is contended that by the rebellion these 
States have lost their right to form their own local 
and even some gofurther and con- 
ene ts fi ay tn ma acme 9, vena 
ve > that ve emselves in 
the aoe of Territories, and that it has become 


’ provide governments for 
them as such. t 


to 
he advocates of these doctrines 
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do not favor us with theirauthority for these ex- 
treme positions. They do not point to that pro- 
vision of the Constitution or to the construction 
of any commentator which gives the least coun- 
tenance to the existence of such a power in Con- 
gress, much less the duty of Congress. Inevery 
partof the Constitution, in the spirit that created 
it, and in the term ‘ Union” itself, is one pervad- 
ing idea, namely, that the Government of the 
United States is of limited authority, and that it 
is secondary to the States in all matters relating 
to the States; and, while no provision is made for 
a contingency like this, nowhere isit by the most 
distant implications hinted that Congress can in 
any possible event, either in times of peace or 
war, foreign or domestic, or any possible condi- 
tions of the country, interfere with, much less 
subvert, modify, alter, or amend the local insti- 
tutions or constitution of a State. . 

I have before said that I do not justify or de- 
fend secession, but I do not fear to discuss the 
question on its merits. I contend that whatever 
may become of the Federal Union, the States 
themselves have a positive existence. The Fed- 
eral Union is the creation of the States, and hence 
cannot become more powerful than the creator. 
The Union, when formed, was said to be, by one 
of its framers, ‘ta bridge resting upon thirteen 
pillars; take away. the pillars and the bridge 
falls.’ The States which claim the right to with- 
draw from the Union do not alter their positions 
as States; they retain the same attitude toward 
each other that they held anterior to the American 
Revolution and to the adoption of the Constitu- 
tion. In seceding from the Union they did not 
attempt to alter their relations toeach other. They 
are, therefore, still distinct political communities 
with their own State constitutions and forms of 
government deriving authority from the people. 
Whatever doubt as to their relation to the Fed- 
eral Government, there can be none as to their 
relation to each other and as to their individual 
local domestic independence. : 

I assume, therefore, that the rebellion cannot 
alterthis. The Constitution cannot be expanded 
to meet contingencies. Under our theory the peo- 
ple themselves of the States regulate their own 
domestic affairs. Each State is sovereign and 
independent so far as this regulation of its muni- 
cipal concerns extends. The Federal Govern- 
ment can have no control over any subject of 
State concern any further than was delegated to 
it, and no one denies that this is restricted to cer- 
tain defined and enumerated objects. Even Ham- 
ilton, the advocate of this strongest kind of gov- 
ernment ever the States, and the concentration 
of the largest powers in the Federal Government, 
did not in his wildest theories and most despotic 
ideas of Federal power assume as much as this 
bill. In his defense of the Constitution and ex- 
planations of its powers he quoted in applica- 
tion Montesquieu, who in discussing the subject 
of republican government said that “the Con- 
federacy may be dissolved, and the Confederates 
preserve their sovereignty ;”’ and again, ‘* and as 
this Government is composed of small republics, 
it enjoys the internal happiness of each; and, 
with respgct to its internal situation, it is pos- 
sessed by meais of the association of all the ad- 
vantages of large monarchies.’ (‘The Federalist, 
paper nine, by Hamilton.) And Hamilton, in the 
same paper, which, as he says, was written “ to 
illustrate the tendency of Union to repress 
domestic faction and insurrection,’’ fully declares 
that the American Union was simply ‘‘an as- 
semblage of societies,’’ or “ an association of two 
or more States,’’ &c. 

Without referring to the well-known opinions 
of Jefferson, Madison, and the great founders of 
the Republic on this point, I have here taken the 
views of the head and front of the opposition to 
them—the ablest and most ultra man of those who 
advocated a concentration of unlimited power in 
the Federal Government., In a word, our Gov- 
ernment is federal, not national. The former 
means a league, from fedus, according to Noah 
Webster, ‘derived from an agrecment between 
parties, particularly between nations; consisti 
m a compact between parties, particularly ont 
chiefly between States or nations; founded on al- 
hance by contract or mutual ment, asa fed- 
eral Government, such as aeisee the. United 
States.”’ National government is of the consvli- 
dated close character, which recognizes uo au- | 
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thority except that which rests in the one head. 
The creators of this Government designed it to be 
Federal, to be a compact. of States. It has been 
so regarded ever since by the best commentators. 
Neither in the debates of the Convention nor in the 
Constitution itself is any other designation given 
to itscharacter. In nearly all of the States which 
subsequently ratified it, and in the very able de- 
bates that took place in them, as well as in the 
Federalist, a collection of papers written by Madi- 
son, Hamilton, and Jay, to remove the then prej- 
udices and apprehensions existing in the popu- 
lar mind that some portion of the rights of States 
would be parted with, itis treated as such, Massa- 


_chusetts and New Hampshire in their ratification 


of the Constitution declared that the Union was a 
**compact.’? Webster, in his celebrated reply to 
Hayne, said in speaking of certain advantages he 
alleged the South had obtained in the construction 
of the Government, that ‘* nevertheless I do not 
complain nor would I countenance any move- 
ment to alter this arrangement of representation. 
It is the original bargain—the compact—let it 
stand; let the advantages of it be fully enjoyed. 
The Union itself is too full of benefits to be haz- 
arded in propositions for changing its original 
basis. I go for the Constitution as it is and for 
the Union as it is.”” This, then, is the peculiar 
nature of ourform of government. 

But, Mr. Speaker, this is the pet measure of 
the gentleman from the third district of Mary- 
land. It is his peculiar specific for all those ills 
that man is heir to in this unfortunate country. 
He has often told us that the President’s scheme 
was folly, that it would not accomplish the pur- 
pose, but that he [Mr. Davis] had discovered the 

hilosopher’s stone, and that in this: bill would 

e found the ** magic wand”? that would at once 
remove the cause of the evil which afflicts us and 
secure a permanent peace hereafter. The cause 
of the rebellion he saysis slavery; and vhis is re- 
pugnant to republicanism. He portrayed in his 
speech, delivered to this House March 22, all 
those horrors with his usual skill, and, | may add, 
without intending offense, his usual sophistry. 
His speech, like this bill, was founded on the one 
idea that slavery is the cause of the rebellion, 
and that where slavery exists republicanism can- 
not exist. He assumes that republicanism and 
slavery are inconsistent with each other. This 
is the motive for providing State governments for 
those which he says have been ** usurped.”” He 
takes care, both in his speech and his bill, to de- 
clare that in the governments which shall here- 
after be provided no slavery shall exist. Now 
this is assuming that heretofore those States 
which have held slavery were not republican. It 
casts a reflection on the slave States. Indeed it 
is a hard accusation. 

But, Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Mary- 
land has not always held these opinions. I think 
it quite susceptible ef demonstration that he be- 
lieved, as I do now, that many of his present 
opinions were fanatical, and that the southern 
people could never be subjugated. He is an au- 
thor, sir, and he is withal a traveled gentleman. 
His opinions are upon record. In 1852 he wrote 
a book upon national and American politics, 
which I will do him the credit to say contains 
many very fine passages. I hoki it now in my 
hand, sir. Its title isOrmuzd and Ahriman. The 
object of this work was to plunge this country into 
a war with Russia, and to make a coalition with 
Great Britain in the accomplishment of that her- 
culean undertaking. He was then, as he is now, 
opposed to the establishment of monarchical gov- 
ernments on this continent. But in the course of 
the work he very fully discusses the nature of his 
own Government, and the dangers that threaten 
it by the abolition fanatics of the North and the 
Quixotic secessionists of the South. On page 
345 he says: 

“The name of the American Republic is potent among 
the natious. [tis the watchword around the camp-fire, it 
is the model in the senate, it is the bope of struggling hu- 
manity. Its proud elevation, its peaceful splendor, its mili- 
tary prowess, hitherto signalized only in defense, the plenty 
that rewards its industry, its wide asylum for the exile and 
the wanderer, the simple majesty of its Government, that, 
like the power divine, ‘spreads undivided and operates un- 
spent,’ mighty at the extremity as at the center, swaying 
with a silent omnipotence, powerful to punish, yet power- 
less 10 oppress, Hoshaken in seventy years alone of all the 
nations by civil discord, unstained by fraternal biood, so 
mild in its rule that no treason has ever lifted its hand 
against its authority--these, its glories, cover with shame, 
aud cast into the shade the gaudy aud bivod-stained idote 











that elsewhere crush humanity in their course, and boast 
a the sole possessors on earth of the right divine 

Again, on page 348, he says: 

“This people has swollen within the limits of the life of 
manfrom three to more thantwenty-three millions, a popula- 
tion such as France could not boast when she prostrated Eu- 
rope before hey march. More than two million armed men, 

iers by birth, by nature, by early education, by man}i- 
ness of it, by habitude of self-reliance and self-defonse, 
who are fitted to obey, because accustomed to the obedience 
of liberty and the laws, whom a campaign of a mouth con- 
verts into the regular soldier, and the word of command in 
his country’s cause elevates to a hero; these men, the 
cheap, yet priceless defense of the nation, stand ever ready 
to guard their hearths and their altars from hostile fee 
whether near or remote. Theylaugh to scorn the thought op 
subjugation !?? 

In 1852, then, the gentleman from Maryland 
thought that the people South as well as North 
** laughed to scorn the thought of subjugation!” 

Again, on page 353, he says: 

The North is filled with the fanatics of liberty as the 
South is with the Quixotes of slavery,” 

And again, on page 354, he says: 

“ Fanaticism is not less dangerous because it is honest. 
There are fanatics at both ends of the nation.” 

I will quote but one more extract to show what 
the gentleman then proposed todo. On page 426, 
he says: 

“This policy which [ propose is no wild crusade to force 
freedom on reluctant natious., Itis no propagandist policy 
made available for self-defense. [t does not propose to en- 
foree liberty by the bayonet, or to preach it from the camp. 
It is no proclamation of the rights of man to people incon- 
tented orin discontentedslavery. No institutions accepted 
or acquiesced in are proposed to be overthrown ; still less 
is any hostility felt or avowed or recommended against 
kings and monarchical government.” 

Mr. Speaker, it will be remembered that in the 
debate upon the expulsion of Mr. Lone, of Ohio, 
his colleague, — Scuenck,] representing the 
third district of Ohio, had consumed the time of 
the House by reviewing my official and political 
character, (nstead of Shsandeing the great ques- 
tions involved in the subject then wuder consid- 
eration, and giving to this House and the country 
the benefit_of his large experience in public af- 
fairs, aiding Congress to extricate the country 
from its present unfortunate and lamentable con- 
dition, he turned upon the humble individual now 
addressing you, deeming his past public career 
of more importance than a consideration of the 
subjects to which | have referred. [bold in my 
hand, sir, the speech which he made upon that 
occasion. He preferred four charges against me. 
These are, that when mayor of the city of New 
York | recommended the secession of that city 
from the General Government; that | had facili- 
tated the passage of arms to the Governor of 
Georgia after that State had seceded from the 
Union; that I had once been a war Democrat, and 
made a war speech at the Union square meeting 
in April, 1861; and thatl was responsible for the 
dreadful riots that occurred in New York in July 
last. At the time of this assault upon me, it will 
be remembered | made an effort to get the floor 
in reply, but with the usual delicacy, refinement, 
and courtesy which distinguish that member, 
with a waive of his military arm, he told me to 
‘*subside.”” This was his language, sir; and as 
was my duty under the rules of the House, which 
Lnever will knowingly violate, | did ‘‘ subside”? 
into my seat, and have had no opportunity until 
now to offer my denial to each and every one of 
the accusations in the sense with which they were 
preferred. He was personal, sir, in his assault, 
abusing the courtesy of the House and violating 
the decorum of debate. He took advantage of 
the silence which he imposed upon me at the mo- 
ment to make nal intimations beneath the 
dignity of the House, and far beneath the con- 
duct of agentleman. In his accusation that | had 
once been a war Democrat, he said he could prove 
it because he was present when | addressed the 
Union square meeting in 1861. He said he spoke 
from the same stand with me, and that he stood 
near me; and, addressing himself to the House, 
he said, ** You may call this an honor or a dis~ 
honor.” ¢ 

Sir, if he spoke from the stand with me, and, as 
he says, stood near me, he near a man who 
never ingloriously fled from the battle-field, or 
turned his back to anenemy; who never traduced 
the of Andrew Jackson, and became the 
eulogist and defender of that Jeffreys of « judge 
who had interfered his traitorous proclivities be- 
tween Jackson end bis military authority prop- 
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exiy exercised; who never sided , abetted, and en- 
couraged the Mexicans in their war with the Uni- 
ted States, ata time when our noble soldiery were 
on Mexican soil; who never, ag the bearer of a 
litde brief authority over the noble and iotic 
population of Maryland and Delaware, assumed 
the air and practiced the vile precepts of the ty- 
rant and the des 
stitution of the United States, and of the consti- 
tutions and laws of two sovereign States of the 
Union, suppressed the freedom of the ballot, de- 
nying to men more loyal than himself the exer- 
cise of the sacred right of franchise, and who, not- 
withstanding all these dark surroundings and in- 
odorous antecedents, has had the temerity to rise 
im his place in this House, and measure his per- 
sonal veracity with the President of the rain 

tes, the head of his own politi ty, who 
has been his friend and Se Kn . this 
connection, Mr, Speaker, permit me to say that 
if means are furnished me by this House, I pledge 
myself to resign my seat if | do not prove that the 
member had a verbal understanding with the head 
of the War Department that he could withdraw 
or resume his commission as a major general in 
the Army whenever he desired to do ao. 

But, sir, | propose to reply briefly to these ac- 
cusations. First, that ] recommended the seces- 
sign of the city of New York from the Federal 
Government. The Legisiature of our State had 
for several years encrvached upon the municipal 
rights of the city, in contravention of the consti- 
tution of the State, which guarantied to every 
county, eity, town, and village of the State the 
right to elect their own local officers, or to have 


t, and in defiance of the Con-> 


only such as were appointed by the elective offi- | 


cera. The islature had inted our prom- 
nent odiciale® it had ieed emmeiaiianate 
to improve our Central Park, to build a court- 
house, to appoint, remove, and control our local 
police and other officers possessed with the ex- 
clusive control of managing more than one half 
af the public duty of our city. “These encroach- 
ments upon our rights had become so frequent 
and so alarming that it had aroused the arin- 
Jignation. | had repeatedly remonstrated against 
the exercise of this oppressive power, and in my 
annual message delivered to the common council 
on the bst of January, 1861, 1 did say, after re- 
ferring to these wrongs, that if they continued it 
would become the duty of the city of New York 
to declare her independence of abe State, to be- 
come free from the State to which she paid lib- 
eral taxes without receiving anything in retura 
but oppression and unjust diserimination. 1 said 
this mueh then; | say so still, I did not recom- 
mend the withdrawal of the city from the Federal 
Government, as alleged by the leman from 
Oiuio. We bad no quarrel with the Federal Gov- 
ernment, We attempted no resistance or nulli- 
fication of Federal laws. Our differences were 

with the State, and these differences still exist. 
The second charge, with reference to the arms 
of the State of Georgia, has been before denied 
by me in this House. The member now making 
iisbut playing second fiddle to the Delegate from 
Utah, who represents here Brigham Young’s do- 
minions. Ele made the charge early in the ses- 
sion, and, with far more courtesy than now is 
manifested, gave me the opportunity to reply to 
it, which I d:d upon the moment, and satusied, 
1 am confident, this House and the country that 
it was an unjust accusation. I say again, as | 
did then, that before the commeneement of any 
hostilities between the North and the South, while 
the mail and telegraphic communication were en- 
turely — between New York and Savannah, 
before there was any interruption to commerce, 
or any proclamation of hostilities by the Preai- 
dent, that the municipal local police of the city 
ef New York, which, by the : had 
been placed beyond the contrel of the mayer, 
assumed the right to step ise, passen- 
ing on the wharf in 


gers, > e 

trensi{u to Savannah, which created at the time 
great excitemént among the merchants and trad- 
ers, who were fi ing legitimate commerce, 
and whe appealed to me as mayor to _— 
<= tapennatienelasaauenenae had ne 
power to prevent it, and so the Gov- 


ernor of ia in to a communication 
from him; au af abea enapeanap een 


enemies ave welcome to make the most of it. 
dnl what I conceived to be my official duty, and, 
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under like circumstancee, | would do the same 


in. 

wae to the riots in the eity of New York, they 
have been before referred to by Mr. Davis, rep- 
resenting the city of Baltimore—the author of 
this bill now underdiseussion. He has scarcely 


“made a speech in this House that he has not re- 


ferred ta the riots of last summer in New York. 
Neither he nor the member from Ohio [Mr. 
Scuencx) should reflect upon New York on this 
ground. The city of Bakimore, and the imume- 
diate yon the gentleman from Ma- 
ryland, has long distinguished for its riets, 
and for the henor of having some of the most 
cruel and bloodthirsty rioters which have ever 
disgraced any American community. Asto Day- 
ton, the residence of Mr. Scuenck, there have 
been serious riots in that littl town within three 
years; and but the other day a mob of drunken 
soldiers broke inte the office of the Empire, a 
Democratic newspaper, and attempted to assassi- 
nate is editors and proprietérs beeause they dif- 
fered with them in political sentiment. Wasthat 
the result of the teachings of the gentleman from 
Ohio? The city of New York, with an average 
population of nearly a million, has had but two 
riots in twenty years. 1 was not in the city of 
New York at the time the riots occurred there. 
I had left the city some time previous, but | am 
well informed as to what occurred, and consider 


m 
subject. The causes of that outbreak can be 
placed at the door of this Administration or its 
agents. ‘Fhe quota demanded from the State of 
New York of the number of men to be drafted in 
July last was greater than it should have been. 
This bas been well determined and admitted by 
the Administration since, and the quota demanded 
from the city was especially unjust. This, with 
a pervading belief that the conscription law was 
not only udconstitutional but unnecessary and o 
pressive, was the original cause of hostility to the 
euomation of the law among the poorer classes of 
ple. ; 
" aetins sir, the enroliment itself was unfairly 
made. There was a very significant omission on 
the enrolling lists of the sons of rich men who 
had political influences to exempt them, while the 
poor man’s eons, who voted .he Democratie ticket, 
found their names faithfully recorded. This in- 
creased the excitement. 
own knowledge where young, healthy men were 
exempted for alleged physical inability because 
they had the influence to which | have referred. 
Other yauamaten, tone when were held be- 
cause the not the political influence necessary 
to shield ony Aud when the drawing itselfcom- 
menced the apparent unfairness with which that 
was begun insome districts of the city added injur 
to injury, and the people could not be snaupenid, 
and a disturbance occurred of an ordinary char- 
acter which could have been easily suppressed by 
the exercise of the ordinary means. But this 
was not what the Republican managers wanted; 
they wanted the riot and a pretext for the decla- 
ration of martial law; and then it was that the 
military were ordered out—Federal suldiery, not 
the local militia, under the direction. of Federal 
Officers, secretly prompted by radical Republican 
politicians—and they let fy their murderous fire 
into a crowd of men, women, aud children, with- 
out diserimination or hesitation. I need not say 
that this produced a riot. In less time than | 
bave been rehearsing these facts thousands and 
thousands of poor honest men were found in the 
streets ready to offer up their lives a sacrifice upon 
the spot rather than be torn from their families by 
enemies more inimical to their rightsand liberties 
than those against whom they were to be foreed 
to take uparms. I have authority, sir, for what 
I say, and ask the Clerk to read some extracts 
from war papers in the ae New York, and 
an extract from a letier Thurlow Weed, 
none here will charge with sympathy with 


_ capable of speaking intelligently upon that, 


Instances are within my 
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pores from the general public. Time bas veri- 
oar suc Facts that bas come to bight within 
the last conclusi prove that the udiary 


course of the radieal journals was prompted solely by a 
fixed determination te increase the extent of tie riot and to 


i 2 een the State and national authorities, 
“<The jatter point accomplished, it was to be followed 
with the declaration of martial law, a military governor, 


and al! the appliances that this satanic radical commitice, 
with Greeley, Raymond, Godwin & Co. at its head, with 
fitteey tails, could bring to bear to coutre! th- 

ture elections in this city. They were foiled in their evil 
the tact and skill of ees 
ee ot Governor mour, 
aud reign of terrer were, iow- 
up at least three days by their velari- 


tors tampered with the mili- 

of Generais Weol and Sand- 

ees of the former states tiatou Monday after- 
noon, , General Harvey Brown tendered his services, 
was accepted, and he was di to to 
General Sandford. It was seon found that General 
Brown did not act in harmony with General Sandford. 
General Wool thereupon issued an order; but this Brown 
did not obey, but presented himself in the evening, asking 
to be excused from the operations of the order. ‘this Gen- 
eral Wool refused to ~~ bim, dectaring— 

“6 Phat for Gperativus a hearty coUperation of 
the State and United States troops with the police was ne- 
cessary to put down the mob. 

“* General Brown — was excused from further 
service. Mark the sequel. next morning the radical 
papers denounced the military authorities jn unmeasured 
terms, and howled fur martial law. General Brown also 
 re-oh about eight o’clock in the morning at General 

headquarters and asked to be reinstated, saying, in 
substance, ‘that he was in the wrong.’ He wasreinstated. 
What then? The same authority states that be acted with- 
out reference to General Sandlord. : 

” Rent here comes in the important testimony of Gen- 
eral Sandford. The latter, in his official report, asserts— 

«That the rioters were on - 
Tuesday med the peace o eity would have 
been restor rane hours but fer the interference of 
Brevet en General Brown, who, in ence of 
the orders of Generat Wool, withdrew the detachments be- 
to the General Government.’ 

act se weakened the small military force in the 
again placed at the merey of the rioters, 
e scenes were continued two or three days 
longer. ‘The Tribune the next morning for the 
removal uf General Wool. 

“<<'Thus we have the official testimony that General Brown 
was veed the radicals. It is a well-known fact that 
Ge ‘oo! and Sandiord were in frequent consultation 
Seymour, and that these three officials 

in harmony. Brown, ow the other had, 
was no doubt to ask to be reiustated by the little sa- 
tanic committees composed of Greeley, Raymond, and God- 
win, they fearing that unless he was there to interiere with 
the plans of Seymour, Wool, and Sandford, the riots would 
be put down, and their plans of martial law and couflict 
between the State and national authorities defeated. 

*¢ Brown’s reinstatement was essentially necessary for 
the success of their Hence the con- 
fession that he was wrong. General Brown is no doubt a 
member of a church in good standing, and a good military 

- He hae Spee good service for his country at Fort 

kens aud other points, and, like Phelps and Hunter, isa 
fighter, n the negro is notabout, But hold up the 
sueh wen and they forget all their military kuowl- 
B and al military ee ee Tecpel 

row abilt ex m . 

oe It the above facts, Which ure co ted in every par- 
ticular by the official reports of Generals Wool and Saud- 
New York riot was fanned and 

F nat by the Administration itself, 
ing the Republican party, then the sun 


Weed on the Mob Inciters. 
“Mr. Thurlow Weed wrote aletter expressing his Indig- 
pation at the cowardly treatment of the unoffending negroes 
the New Y¥: a ea He inclgsed a check of $300 for 
bide persecution of the n there is mdivided re- 
cou . ‘The hostility of trishmen to Africans is un- 
worthy of men themselves seek and find in America 
vurnal 


who ves 
an from . Vet this hostility would not 
in arson but for the stimulants sup- 
perp Journalists who persistently inflame 
the t and lawless against the negro 
are ! I forthese outrages. But whatcarcs 
s how ¥ amnedored if their 
ni for agitation is gbundant 
occasion ‘oe pablie's nee of mob violence. But 

ust have been reviewed 


when all the circumstances have the pop- 
ee ananties ees 
ae Sri aaa cecal do 
pre nailed, in oo pet 
are 
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to the war. 
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that he did very much to allay the excitement 
whichexisted. Had | been Governor ofthe State, 
no Federal re should have been allowed 
within the streets of the city of New York. The 
Governor of our State is commander-in-chief of 
the militia of the State. He has an army at his 
command subjected to his orders; he has all the 

hysical ar power to preserve ic prop- 
ine and to groteet peace of the ye it 
was an insult to the State of New York for Fed- 
eral troops to have been ime in what was 
exclusively a local matter, over which the local 
authorities had the exclusive jurisdiction. And 
I repeat that if any just charge can be made to 
the door of Gevernor Seymour against his course 
upon that occasion, it was that he did not demand 
of the Government the withdrawal of the Federal 
cores, and if that demand had been refused, 
would have compelled them to have retired at the 
point of the bayonet, He should have said that 
this was our t; these were our citizens, the 
preservation of peace and of order we were re- 
sponsible for, aud until the city and the State au- 
thorities had failed to perform their duty, the Gen- 
eral Government had ne rigb\ or power under the 
Constitution to interfere. hen the State calls 
upon the Federal Government for aid, it is the 
duty of the Federal Government to give it, but 
unul the State does, it is a usurpation for her to 
attempt interference. ‘These are my views of the 
relative powers and duties of the two Govern- 
ments on this subject—views | have always held 
aud shall always maintain, 

And as to my address at the Union square 
meeting, | did makeanaddressthere. I did urge 
the raising of soldiers to protect the Federal capi- 
tal. I did more thanthat. Outof my own purse 
I raised a regiment, the Mozart regiment, for the 
purpose of protecting the capital and preserving 
the integrity of the Union; and if that be guilt, 
thus far am {i guilty. But my presence at the. 
Union square meeting, and the men that I raised 
and placed under arms, were not designed.to aid 
in the prosecution of an abolition crusade against 
the domestic rights and interests of a sovereign 
people. I have never, knowingly, from the com- 
mencement of this war, contributed by word, 
deed, or act, anything to facilitate the continuance 
of the policy oak baa been pursued for three 
years back; which, in my judgment, is utterly 
destructive and ruinous, not only to the Union 
but to numbers of people both North and Seuth. 

So far as | am personally concerned | am neither 
wedded to nor shall | become the victim of party. 
J do not believe that either party, if pledged to a 
continued prosecution of the war, and Tes i 
that pledge, will remove the evils which surro 
us. These evils are the results of and incident 
‘The war is the cause,and that must 
be removed before the evils can cease. ‘There- 
fore Lam free to say that I see no immediate re- 
lief. 1 complain of no man for not thinking as 1 
do. There is an unnatural condition of public 
] 











-ntiment. ‘* The times.are out of joint’’ indeed. 
they must continue out of joint for a while 

. Guizot said that ‘it is by exhaustion 

and necessity that God imposes justice and good 
sense upon nations.”” As yet our “ exhaustion 
and necessity’? have not reached that degree of 
tensity which teaches ‘* good sense or justice.”” 
How tong it may be delayed Ukpem on ; but, be 


it shorter or longer, we must wait. apirit 
of fanaticism now prisacremie: utny, had a 
duration of over a century in - 


ing its period of revolution. Qurs is not the first 
Wate tal ea kid nde eden. 
‘of thi as h to t 
of aa and eae om 


ifferent periods nt their own peculiar- 
ities of hosreaiion wi ; imes fora longer 
or shorter period human menanhene action are 
ressive conservative, W at others it 
pancouet id Sonne, ant omreae, 
ing modern itt 
me , tat Sy eon deve the 5 
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ful matio rope these changes have been 
_ most frequent opt sialon. n France onl 
igland | most striking as w 
as of the aa ucier have occurred 
within the last two centuries, and it is remark- 
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land which produced the death of Charles I, and || the dreadful work of bioodand carnage? We do 


the revolution of Franee, which produced the 
death of Louie XVI, are examples. In each of 
those countries an enlightened and elevated con- 
dition of the higher classes existed immediately 
preceding these occurrences, and in each country 
the excitements culminated in the same resulis, 
though flowing from widely different causes. 

That of England, which covered a period of 
ever sixty years, commencing in the latter part 
of the sixteenth century, had its rise in the spirit 
of hostility to what had been considered the e8- 
tablished church, Men broke violently loose 
from the forms of religious ceremony, rushing 
with biind zeal to the opposite extreme; surging 
from a narrow bigotry to an ultraism fer more 
dangerous to their salvation and involving cer- 
tain destruction to their temporal welfare. The 
largest liberty of religious belief and form of wor- 
ship were demanded as natural rights, Those 
who clung to the ancient creed and ceremomes 
were deemed to be the enemies of mankind and 
to be put to the sword assuch. Thus a fanati- 
ciem equally bigoted and more intolerant than 
that which it sought to abolish ran rampant 
through the popular heart, subverting all laws 
humanand divine. The established Government 
was assailed, not so much because it was mon- 
archical but that it was suspected of Papist in- 
clinations. Personal ambition was not slow to 
discover in this condition of the popular mind the 
material for self-aggrandizement, and hence fios- 
tility to the Crown was encouraged as part of the 
duty of those who sought liberty. 

This rebellious spirit added materially to the 
rising tempest, and it created a power which swept 
before it the feeble effort made to resist it. It 
soon became irresistible. Constitutions, organic 
laws, and fundamental principles of law alike fell 

rostrate before its dreadful march. Charles 

had neither the moral nor the physical power 
to maintain himself agaist it. e struggled, 
parleyed, threatened, but at last yielded, falling 
upon the scaffold unhonored and unpitied, with- 
out having earned a martyrdom in behalf of either 
Church or State. it was now that fanaticism 
had eontrol—Puritanism and @liver Cronvwell as- 
sumed the reins of government. The former 
wasevidently, if notaliogether, composed of many 
sects. It comprised a variety of religious beliefs, 


all agreeing, however, in a common hostility to 


the monarchy and the church of Rome. Crom- 
well was their patron and representative; he be- 
came the embodiment of this hosulity, and with 
masterly genius of discrimination strongly backed 


by military power and renown, he held the angry 
conflicting zealots of fanaticism within his grasp, 
controlling, as uo ordivary man would havedone, 
the fierce element of poplar commotions which 
the bloody spiritof the people had evoked. This 
excitement occupied the English mind for sixty 


years. During this period it assumed various 
phases. ‘That internal struggle for political mas- 
tery was continued and acrimonious; it was con- 


sistent only in its unreasonableness, its ultraism, 
its pretensions to divine sanctity, its political and 


religious hypocrisy, and its oppositiun to all rule 


except ils own. 


The Revolution of France was later. It oe- 


curred long after England had passed through her 


religious period to which | have referred. And 


ws if to illustrate the fact that fanaticism is of the 


same character and produces the same results in 


all countries and at all periods of the world, its 
justification was found in an anti-religious excite- 


ment opposed to divine revelation and to the ex- 
istence of a God. It had its origin in the very 

posite principle to that which created the Eng- 
lnk Revaiation. And yet it was exactly parallel 

itinm all essential features and in the dreadful 
fruits it produced. The social fabric was over- 
turned, the established Government was demol- 
ished, the ancient forms of jurisprudence and the 
fundamental systems were alike subverted. As 
to religion, not ouly was the Romish church ig- 
nored, but all forms of religion and all creeds of 
faith were swept away. 


Bh ~ 
ty sir, whatis the nature of this war? From 
whence has it risen? 1t what phase of man’s 
peculiar nature can be found the idea--the mov- 
ing. eapuler, the wish, the thought, the passion— 
which first prompted resort to arms, and is sow 
with such hellish fury on both sides 


theism was the wor-' 


A 











not find in territorial dispute the cause; nor in 
misunderstandings growing out of diplomatic 
co dence; nor in military conflices; ner in 
any of the causes which have heretofore mduced 
quiet and free communities te resort to the arbit- 
ramentof ihe sword. There must be some other 
cause, and, to warrant the nature of the confliet, 
it must lie in the deepest recesses of our nature, 
and to be found in our worst passions. 

It is not a political war. Our political elements 
may have ed a field for the development of 
the causes which engendered i, but those causes 
do not belong to the legitimate sphere of mnnici- 
pal government hor to the maxims which rega- 
late the policy of a party and shape the conduct 
of an administration. ‘They belong to the funda- 
mental ideas which make a people and impress a 
distinctive character on the frawework and or- 
ganization of society. This is a war of idees,a 
thoroughly revolutionary war,an unholy breaking 
of the seals of the Constitution in order to aceom- 
plish the reorganization of southern society, in 
conformity to the plans of the socialist reformers 
of the scheol of pseudo-philanthropisis. ‘This is 
neither a slaveholders’ rebellion or an office-hold- 
ers’ revolt, but an aggressive movement on the 
part of these who proclaimed that this Union 
could not consist of States some free and others 
slave. The origin of the war is that firebrand 
theory which sometimes phrased itself in an irre- 

bie conflict between “* free labor ’’ and *‘ cap- 
ital laber.’? When anti-slavery fanaticism en- 
tered the field of politics and tinctured the delib- 
erations of party, then commenced the growth of 
sectionalism, a sectionalism doubly formidable, 
as it not only alienated State from State, dividing 
the Union by geographical lines, but assailed the 
vital interests of the citizens of those States, threat- 
ened the existence of their most important inati- 
tutions, and demanded the unconditional eurren- 
der of the whole system of social order, to be re- 
formed te suit itself, To abolish slavery by the 
sword ia violently, unconstitutionally, to wipe 
out of existence wiiat counted as property three 
years ago to the amount of $4,000,000,000. To 
abolish slavery thus ja to desiroy the setiied or- 
der of society in aixteen Suites with whom the 
States where this idea prevails hed entered into 
a solemn league and plighted fauh that they and 
their citizens would not interfere nor touch. ‘To 
abolish slavery by this mode tw to pave the way 
for universal degradation, poverty, and social 
chaos, in the States where it isto operate. 

I say that the principle of negro emancipation, 
recognized by the bill under consideration, and 
on which this war is now avowedly conducted, 
aod which assuredly was the moving and effect- 
ive cause of the same, involves the total disrup- 
tion of society in the Seuth and disarganization 
of the Governmentof the North, Ali races, ages, 
and conditions of mankind in both sections are 
interested in opposing theaccomplishment of this 
meat disastrous experiment. Negro and Cau- 
casian, bond and free, slaveholder and von-slave- 
holder, are alike exposed tothe evils that this 
monstrous social error will engender. We of this 
generation may not be uble to estimate the full 
measure of the misery tliat will follow the reali- 
zation of the fantastic theory which, promisin 
to remove the yoke from every shoulder, will 
curse the earth with sterility apd man with vice 


and poverty. 
_ Apart from considerations based on a common 
origin, religion, ties of blood and affili- 


language, 
ation, long years of amity and friendly and tnu- 
mate association, and, above all, the obligations of 
SREeEE pena emnasnenlaieniiolly 
One as are the parties to the mavimonial bond, 
we should look to the probable consequences of 
a war like this—a conduct nursed by discordant 
ideas and stimulated by the exaggeration of a 
social reformation, so deemed in the fanatical 
brains where it has been hatched. Do we com- 
prehend the character of these wars of ideae— 
their long continuance, their remorseless cruelty, 
and the exterminating desolation they have uii- 
formly left behindthem? Amid the awful record 
of vbioodshed aud national crimes, the most hor- 
rible bave beewsthose of a social and religious 
character. Rome, the conqueror and mistress of 
the world, through the convulsions consequent 
on, the distinctions in her social consiutuuion into 


patsician piebeian, was tor cenwsies. dis- 
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tracted by faction, revolution, and final civil war. 
‘There was no union between ** the iron and the 
clay,’’ to adopt the imagery of the dream of the 
monarch of Babylon, ‘The civil wars of Marius 
and Sylla, of Cesar and Pompey, of Brutus and 
Antony, of Antony and Augustus, ifthey did not 
destroy the great fabric of Roman conquest, did 
certainly consume the lives of millions of men, 
and were accompanied by cruelties of the deepest 
dye. 

he wars which followed the establishment in 
Arabia of the Mohammedan faith extend, we may 
say, fromm the era of the Hegira to the time when 
John Sobieski, the heroic King of Poland, de- 
feated the Turks under the walls of Vienna, ex- 
tending over a thousand years, and embracing 
within its limits southwestern Asia, southeastern 
Europe, Spain, and northern Africa. 

The French Revolution, to which I have re- 
ferred, with its dark and lurid picture of massa- 
cres, anarchy, the guillotine in the background, 
concluded with a general European conflagration 
and the wars of the first French emperor. The 
emphatic and broken sentences of Carlyle fitly 
describe the scenes of the reign of terror, while 
the establishment of a new dynasty as the result 
of that stupendous social earthquake is now going 
forward before our eyes. We think, perhaps, 
more of Valmy, Lodi, Marengo, Austerfuz, Wat- 
erloo, Magenta, and Solferino in this drama of 
desolation, and less of the ingulfment of the 
abuses of feudalism which led to the breaking out 
of the Revolution. This is the usual error of man- 
kind, to think more of the visible and material 
than the social and moral causes which have pro- 
duced the merely physical outbreaks. Experi- 
ence, however, continually calls on usto see how 
it is that ideas control the current of history, and 
that on them the fate of nations and the hag 
ness or misery of the great masses of mankind 
depend. 

A parallel but somewhat earlier struggle, based 
rather on religious than social ideas, took place 
in Europe. I speak of it because the English 
Revolution ebieh brought Charles I to the scaf- 
fold and established Cromwell as Protector was 
toa certain extent an outshoot of the general 
movement, The German mind had divided itself 
on the subject of religion. It was a sectional as 
well as religious division—North against South 
—Protestant against Catholic. One of the great 
mesters of modern war, Gustavus Adolphus of 
Sweden, played his part in this, the Thirty Years’ 
War. It drew in, from political considerations, 
France and her great minister Richelieu; it dev- 
astated Prussia, Saxony, Bavaria, Denmark, Bo- 
hemia, and Hungary—all the central portions of 
Germany; it consumed a generation of Swedes, 
and it left traces of its horrors on the townsand 
cities of Germany for more than a century and 
ahalf. I doubt not but that there may be Ger- 
mans now among us who have looked upon the 
monuments of that mighty and stubborn civil 
war and could tell us of the extent of the wreck 
and the ruin it caused by the relics of the catas- 
trophe. So the geologist reading the course of 
creation in the rockscan describe the deluge and 
the earthquake of early epochs from the history 
‘eft behind them on the stony tablets of the his- 
tory of the earth. 

Mr. Speaker, 1 have already transcended the 
time allotted to me in this discussion far beyond 
the hour. Iam indebted to the courtesy of the 
House for the permission. There is much more 
I intended to say. The member from Ohio had 
arraigned me, to which I have fully replied. It 
was my intention at this time to have put him on 
trial; but he is not in his seat. I have additional 
facts which, I am confident, would satisfy the 
House that he, of all others, should not assail 
the public conduct of any man on this floor; but 
I will not use them now. I have no stomach for 
this kind of debate. The personal references 
made by me to him and others have been forced 
from me in self-vindication; and when assailed I 
re obs to be able. and Prtenns | to ate a 
ance with my an nist, and to carry war 
back again savenees Africa.” 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Speaker, it is not my 
purpose to follow the gentlenfan who has just 
closed, [Mr. Ferwanpo Woop,] or specially to 
reply to him; but I cannot help, before: - 
ing to the general subject, ing a remark or 
two. I have seen a witnessin the trial of a catac 


contradict one after another of the witnesses who 
had sworn before him, until, when counsel came 
to sum up, they reckoned the number of wit- 
nesses who contradicted hit, and justly argued 
that his testimony, so contradicted, was unwor- 
thy of belief. Robert Toombs’s telegram to the 
mayor of New York spoke of arms, and got of 
merchandise, and so did the mayor’s reply to it. 
They are of record, and stand against the gentle- 
man’s assertion. He tells us he fitted out, from 
his private purse, a regiment; but the men of the 
Mozart regiment deny the fact, and publish the 
denial over their signatures. He says the city of 
New York would not have given the country one 
hundred men for the Army could its citizens have 
foreseen the policy that has been adopted by the 
Administration; but the thousands of men who 
have just filled the ranks of her decimated veteran 
regiments, and are hastening to the field to sus- 
tain that policy, give indignant denial to the slan- 
der, and protest that New York city is not want- 
ing in patriotism, though some of its people do 
confide in him. 

I will not, however, follow the gentleman’s 
challenges on the question of veracity. I will not 
comment upon his apology for the ‘ disturb- 
ance,’’ as he called the mob violence which led to 
the use of musketry in the streets of New York. 
Nor will I even press the question as to what his 
answer was to his friends, when they gathered 
about him and said to him, ** There are rich men 
whose stout, able-bodied sons are walking free, 
but my poor boys are subject to the draft: what 
shail we do?” No; I will not press the question 
as to what hisanswer was before he left the city, 
that his friends, boiling and bubbling with codi. 
tion and murder, might do their work without 
involving him in responsibility. Bat I will pro- 
ceed at once to the subject before the House. 

The questions involved in the bill are of the 
first importance. It is not just such a bill as | 
should have proposed, nor does it meet my un- 
qualified approval. Among other objections to 
it, in my jadgment, is the want of some of the 
eee contained in the amendment submitted 

a ong oat colleague, [Mr. Srevens.]} I 

ould like to see flis distinct declaration that “ the 
confederate States are a public enemy, waging an 
unjust war, whose injustice is so glaring that they 
have no right to claim the mitigation of the ex- 
treme rights of war which are accorded by modern 
usage to an enemy who has the right to consider 
the war a just one.” 

[ would like tosee it provide further, as his pto- 
posed amendment does, * that none of the States 
which, by a regularly recorded majority of its 
citizens, has seceded and joined the southern con- 
federacy, can be considered and treated as within 
the Union, so as to alow them, or any part or 
portion of them, to be represented in Congress, 
or to take any part in the political government 
of the Union.” 

And,as more immediately important, I would 
like to have the bill declare in his language that 
“in all proceedings to amend the Constitution of 
the United States none of the States embraced in 
the southern confederacy can be permitt®#'to par- 
ticipate, nor can they be counted as among the 
States necessary to form aconstitutional majority 
to adopt said amendments; and that wheneverany 
amendments shall be ratified by three fourths of 
the non-seceding States, they shall be taken and 
adjudged to be a — of the Constitution.”” 

i will briefly and rapidly as 1 can proceed to give 
the reasons upon which my views are founded. 

Sir, the flag of our country symbolizes the sover- 
eignty of our whole pny which extends from 
the Bay of Fundy to San Diego, from Cape Sable 
to Mount Olympus, from Brownsville to Pem- 
bina, from ocean to ocean, and from the Gulf to 
the lakes. The question is, how shall the sover- 
eignty the flag symbolizes be exercised over por- 
tions of that broad region? How is certain terri- 


tory to be governed? The Gonstitution declares 
the method. Our country in part is governed as 
States, not confederated, but united by the Con- 


stitution of the United States, not united link by 
link, but so fused as to make a soverei d 
in the Constitution of which is found ample pro- 
vision for the government of every foot of the na- 
tional domain, vast as it is. The third section of 
the fourth article of the Constitution contains the 
following ision: vty id Sate 

“The Congress shal! have power to dispose of and make 


‘thro 


‘this Government? How do 
‘stitation and laws within the territory once gov- 


‘of the constitutional ) 
“Government is one thing; but the government of 





all needful rules and regulations respecting the territory or 
other property belonging to the United States; and noth- 
ing in this Coustitution shall be so construed as to preju- 
ooo claims of the United States, or of any particular 
There can be no sovereignty over any portion 
of this domain while it is a territory save that of 
the Government of the United States. But two 
forms of government are provided for, namely, 
State and territorial government. But gentlemen 
say, here are States that were in the Union, but 
ose people have withdrawn their allegiance and 
rebelled: how would you govern them? Sir, a 
State is not immortal; it has a mortal existence; 
it has its beginning, its transitions, and may have 
itsend, A State may be killed, a State may com- 
mit suicide. The act of God may carry through 
the portals of death the ee of a State, 
and extinguish it by reason of the want of citi- 
zenship. A foreign Power may subdue the peo- 
ple of a State, hold and exercise dominion over 


‘them and their territory, overthrowing their in- 


stitutions, and establishing others in accordance 
with the views of the conqueror, thus destroying 
the State and reducing the people to the condition 
of colonists, from which they could only escape 
by successful revolution, or by the assistance of 
a people from beyond the limits of their State. 
Sir, I have said a State may commit suicide. 
A sovereign convention of the people called to 
consider the propriety of amending, revising, or 
abolishing the constitution may abolish that con- 
stitution, and having proposed no new one ad- 
journ sine die, submitting their work to the peo- 
ple, and, if approved by them, the State would 
cease to exist. It might be succeeded by a mon- 
archy, a despotism, or any other form of govern- 
ment; or its territory might be occupied by a for- 
eign Power, or both people and territory be ab- 
sorbed by a conterminous foreign nation. This the 
—— of the revolted States have done. They 
ave destroyed the institutions which bound them 
politically to this Government. They have or- 
nized a foreign government, and seek to trans- 
er to it part of our domain. How is sovereignty 
manifested? Is it not by the peaceful administra- 
tion of the laws ordained by the sovereign Gov- 
ernment? We have our system of customs, and 
our postal system; we construe our laws by a 
judiciary, who derive their appointment from the 
President, and are confirmed by the Senate. Our 
jadges interpret and apply our laws. The mar- 
shals execute their process; but in the event of 
armed insurrection they appeal to the executive 
branch of the Government for power to enforce 
their judgments and decrees. But so longas it is 
mere insurrection, mob, riot, or local resistance, 
the fact of such resistance does not overthrow our 
Government or create war. The States of the 
Union maintain their connection with our Govern- 


“ment by electing through their Legislatures Sena- 


tors to represent them and express their voice in 
the Congress of the nation. At the beginning of 
each decade the Legislature divides the State into 
districts, each district of which is entitled to senda 
member of this House to participate in the makin 

of laws. ‘Thus the State and the people thereof, 
its organization, make part and parcel of 


‘the Government, and while pieipanee in the 
‘Government are governed under and by the Con- 


stitution. 
_Is there a State of South Carolina? Pray who 
oy it on this floor? Who in the otherend 
the rin te gi Will you name her Senators, or 
tell me what judge comes from a circuit whereof 
that State is a part to sit in the councils of our 
Supreme Court, or what judge holding authority 
from the’ President and Senate of the United 
States administers the laws in its @istrict court? 
Who or where are the marshal<, collectors of its 


t mye or postmasters, wio bold power from our 


vernment and act in its name and behalf? So, 
too, of the other confederated States. Where or 
how do you feel the influence of any of them in 
you enforce the Con- 


erned by the constitutions of those States? Ah, 
sir, the | ple, or, to speak more pre- 
cisely, the political people of each of those States, 
have overthrown Gaertner its ce gh 
power each State destro its corporate life, an 
no one of them exists. Fs 

‘Sir, the destruction of a State by the severance 
| that bind it to this 
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the pedple upon the territory, the ultimate right 
to govern, is quite another. The ee 
of eminent domain is not with the State. not, 
therefore, let me be misunderstood as arguing 
that the people of a State may oust the jurisdic- 
tion and right of the nation, or transfer any ter- 
ritory within the limits or jurisdiction of the Uni- 
ted States to a foreign Power. They cannot. 
Nor can they take themselves out of the jurisdic- 
tion of the country unless they leave the limits of 
its territory. To permit this would be to dissolve 
our Government; and whoever attempts it must 
be punished as a traitor. The President and 
Congress of the United States are bound to resist 
such an attempt, though it require the expenditure 
of every able-bodied man and the last dollar of 
treasure. Their oath to support and defend the 
Constitution binds them to reconquer possession 
of territory which is attempted to be thus taken 
from the people and the Government, as it does 
to defend the country against any other foe who 
strikes at the nation’s life or attempts to divide 
its territory. 

But the people of our once sister States have 
not merely destroyed their State governments; 
they have established others, unrecognized by our 
Constitution, and have confederated in a foreign 
and hostile government. The seat of that gov- 
ernment is at Richmond, and they send senators 
and members of congress there to participate in 
its woe They have a judicial system, admin- 
istered by judges appointed by the chief of that 
confederacy. ‘They have their custom and postal 
systems, and we know, how terribly have we been 
taught, that they have an army and navy, the 
army and navy of a foreign Power, engaged in a 
struggle with our own. Thus they are alien 
enemies, though they occupy territory within the 
limits of the Union. That territory belongs to 
the people of the Union and their posterity through 
all time, and none but.a traitor or coward would 
surrender it. 

I know that gentlemen on the Democratic side 
of the House think that we could getalong if our 
country were reduced to its original dimensions. 
I know that there are among them those who 
fuvor the acceptance of peace on any terms, and 
that there are those who, to judge by their every 
word and act, would rather see the country di- 
vided than that the present Administration should 
maintain the integrity of our country and reés- 
tablish its institutions. Posterity will find it diffi- 
cult to believe that such men acted in the name of 
Democracy. Sir, | chanced to find among my pa- 
pers to-day a speech delivered by General Cass in 
the Senate on May 10, 1848, and as I read it | could 
but think of the degeneracy of the men who now 
claim to speak for the Democratic merry to which 
it was once my pride to belong. ‘The speech was 
in advocacy of a bill which proposed to enable 
the President to take temporary military posses- 
sion of Yucatan. Let me read youa brief extract: 


“Mr. President, many of the great principles of national 
action depend on existing circumstances. There are few 
imere questions of abstract right in the intercourse of na- 
tions. Peaceable acquisitions of territory, or acquisitions 
in a just war, can give no offense unless to nations whose 
safety they endanger. Where this is the case, they may 
be protested against, or resisted, if necessary. It is a ques- 
tion which each nation must for itself, and upon its 
own responsibility, but one which it oe fairly. 
Much of the public law of the world is founded upon this 
are of sa and the ele’ works abound with 

ts illustrations. Traces of itare to be in all the ques- 
tions about the balanee of power in Europe; in the dis- 
putes concerning Malta and Algiers and Belgium, and 
many other subjects which have engaged the attention of 
eee and See ee ee eee Its 
perversion has, no doubt, led to abuses, as perver- 
sion of many other principles; but its foundation rests in 
the nature of things. Self-defense is as incident to com- 
wunities as to individuals, and a provident forecast requires 
us to watch any dangerous projects of domination and to pro- 
that a nation under these 
circumstances must judge for itself. Proximity of situation, 
the nature of the intercourse resulting from it, commanding 
positions to do injury, and other considerations, are all ele- 
ments to be taken into view. In my opinion, we owe it 
to ourselves to avow disti the world that the at- 


tempt to the transfer of Cuba from Spain to any 
others » whether Leer eg forcibly, would be re- 
sisted by the whole of country. To others it 
may be a question of territorial or of mer- 
cantile 3 but to us itisa of necessity, [ 
had almost of political life or Tt ld become 
Se ie de ae Lee e waters 
of river, thereafter as he! the 
Galf, but its commeree would never reach the ocean.’’ 

— L will not detain the House by the en- 
tire extract | had marked, but will call the atten- 


L 


‘gentlemen to another brief passage. Speak - 









to see that even in time of peace her many harbors would 











ing of the Gulf of Mexico and its relation to the 
development, prosperity, and peace of our coun- 
try, General Cass said: 


* T now come, Mr. President, to other and perhaps graver 
considerations, directly or indirectly involved ig this ques- 
tion. The Guif of Mexico is the reservoir the great 
river of the North American continent, whose importance 
it is as difficult to realize as it is the value of the country 
which must seek an outlet to the ocean through its watets. 
That country is nearly equal to all Europe in extent, em- 
bracing twenty-five degrees of latitude and thirty-five of 
longitude upon the great eircles of the globe. This vast 
basin extends from the summitof the Alleghany to che sum 
mit of the Rocky mountains, and its population now equals 
eight millions. The man yet lives who was living when 
alinost the first tree fell before the woodman’s stroke iu this 
great domain, and the man is now living who will live to 
see it contain one hundred million people. Already the 
hardy western ——— crossed the barrier of the Rocky 
mountains, and the forest is giving way before human in- 
dustry upon the very shores that look out upon China and 
Japan, The Mississippi is the great artery of this region, 
which, drawing its supplies from the fountains of the 
North, pours them into the ecean under a tropical sun, and 
drains in its own course and in the course of its mighty 
tributaries—tributaries in name, but equals and rivals in 
fact—the most magnificent empire whieh God in His prov- 
idence has ever given toman toreclaim and enjoy. | have 
myself descended that great stream two thousand miles in 
a birch canoe, admiring the country through which it passes 
in a state of nature, and lost in the coutemplation of what 


“that country is to be when subdued by human industry. 


The statistics of such a region in years to come is asubject 
too vast for calculation. Its extent, fertility, salubrity, 
means of internal navigation, and the character of the peo- 
ple who will inhabit it, baffle all efforts to estimate its pro- 
ductiveness, the tribute which its industry will pay to the 
Wants of the world, and the supplies which the comforts 
and habits of its people may require. 

“< During the palmy days of Napoleon, it is said that one 
of his projects was to convert the Mediterranean into a 
French lake. England has nearly done whiat defied the 
power and ambition of the great conqueror. She bas al- 
most converted it into an English lake in time of war. 
Gibraltar commands its entrance, Malta the channel be- 
tween Sicily and Africa, and the Lonian islands the waters 
of the Levant. There were good reasons for believing a 
short time since that England was seeking to obtain a ces- 
sion of the island of Crete, the ancient kingdom of Minos, 
which would give her the port of Canea, that I found one 
of the most magnificent harbors iv the world, equally ca- 
pacious andsecure. If England, in the pursuit ot the same 
system, should acquire similar commanding positions on 
the Guif of Mexico, that great reservoir would become a 
mare clausum, aud no keel would plow it nor canvas 
whiten it in time of war but by her permission. Now, sir, 
looking to the extent of our coast in that direction, to the 
productions which must pass there to seek a market, to 
the nature of our population, and to the effect upon all 
these which a permanent naval] superiority would produce, 
where is the American who is not prepared to adopt any 
measures to avert such a calamitous state of things? Who 
ean fail to see the nature of the predatory warfare which 
England would carry on in all times of hostilities from her 
various positions which would encircle the Gulf from the 
Bahamas to Cuba andto Yucatan? And whoalso ean fail 


become places of refuge for a ce class of our popula- 
tion, and that perpetual collisions would occur, involving 
the peace of the two countries? 

“The Gulfof Mexico, sir, must be practically an American 
lake for the great purpose of security—not to exclude other 
nations from its enjoyment, but to prevent any dominant 
Power, with foreign or remote interests, from controlling 
its navigation. Itbecomes us to look our difficulties in the 
face. Nothing is gained by blinking a great question. Pru- 
dent statesmen should survey it; and, as far as may be, pro- 
vide forit. We have, indeed, no Mount Carmel, like that 
of Judea, nor prophet to ascend it and to warn us inst 
acoming storm. But the home ofevery citizen is a Mount 
Carmel for us, whence he can survey the approaching cloud, 
even when no bigger than a man’s hand, which threatens 
to ov the political atmosphere, and to burst in dan- 
geru country. It should be a cardinal principle in 
our Be never to be lost sight of, that the command of 
the Gulf of Mexico must never pass into foreign hands, Its 
great geographical features indicate at onee our safety and 
our danger. 

What impudent effrontery it is for men who 
plead for peace and recognition and are ready to 
consent to the reduction of our country to its ori- 
ginal limits to claim to speak the voice of the party 
to which Lewis Cass belonged, and whose prin- 
ciples and purposes he so admirably expressed. 

hat claim have they to the name of Democrat? 
Why do they not raise a white banner and in- 
scribe upon it ‘Peace, peace.at any price,”’ and 
ge boldly their willingness to barter hope, 

onor, and country, for ignoble peace. They 
cannot by flaunting the banner ofa murdered party 
conceal the treason that would sell half the coun- 
try to a semi-barbarous neighbor and so involve 
the remainder in perpetual war. 

T will not pause to examine the extent of the 
domain they would surrender. Sixteen years 
ago that proud party would have involved the 
ea in war with any Eoropean Power that had 
remotely menaced the trade of the Mississippi 
by the occupation of Yucatan. Then the leaders 


of that party gave “* notice to the world,’’ by their 
specched tdi the 


two Houses of Congress, ** that 











the attempt to procure the transfer of Cuba from 
Spain to any other nation would be resisted b 
the whole power of this country,” because suc 
transfer might embarrass or cripple the trade of 
that river; but the leaders of the peace Democ- 
racy propose to surrender not only all interest in 
the keys vo the Gulf but the Guit States and fif- 
teen hundred miles of the Mississippi itself, from 
Keokuk, lowa, to its mouths. Only men who per- 
petrate and would perpetuate the crimes of slavery 
m the name of Christianity would, while pro- 
posing so infamous a wrong to democratic repub- 
lican institutions as this, claim to be governed b 
the principles or traditions of the party of Jef- 
ferson, Jackson, and Cass. 

But it is argued that the old States exist and 
are in the Union, and that itis therefore notonly 
not necessary but unconstitutional to provide for 
reconstruction. This is no longer an abstract 
question. The Supreme Court has settled it by 
repeated decisions. There was atime when gen- 
tlemen on the other side of the House accepted 
the decisions of that court as binding on their 
judgment and conscience. Yes, when it was dis- 
gracing the age and country by proclaiming that 
there were four millions of our people who pos- 
sessed no rights, not even that of chastity, thata 
white man was bound to respect, these genile- 
men accepted its decisions, and I hope they will 
not reject them now. Ina decision made more 
than a yearago, (Claimants of the scliooner Bril- 
liant vs. United tes, March term, 1863,) that 
high judicial authority declared that ‘the people of 
the seceded States, without distinction as to loy- 
alty or disloyalty, have the same rights, and the 
same rights only, as alien enemies invading the 
land.”? So also in all the prize cases reported in 
2 Black’s Reports they decide that they are trai- 
tors, and not only traitors but public enemies; 
and in the administration of law and conduct of 
the war we may not distinguish between them on 
questions of personal loyalty or disloyalty, be- 
cause the war isa public territorial war, and must 
be conducted as between belligerents alien to each 
other. 

The States are out of the Union but the territory 
belongs to the United States, and the people, if they 
remain upon it, must be governed by the Constitu- 
tion and laws of the United States. ‘Tre State con- 
stitutions having been overthrown, it belongs to 
Congress to provide for the reconquest of the ter- 
ritory and its government; and it is the duty of 
the Executive to effect that conquest by any and 
all means known to modern warfare and within 
the law of nations. These are the only limita- 
tions, not only upon the power but upon the duty 
of the Government. 

Ah, but says the gentleman from Missouri, 
{Mr. Brase,] the President does not agree with 
rT. in these views, and in insisting upon such 
egislation as this you are waging war upon the 
President and trying to break him down. It was 
well said last evening by my colleague [Mr. Sre- 
vens] that if the assumption of the gentleman 
from Missouri that he speaks as the special and 
confidential friend of the President does not break 
him down we need not fear that anything clse 
will. But let us see whether we agree with him 
or are trying to break him down. 

Sir, our good President—and [| mean what | 
say when [ call’ him our good President; may 
God bless and keep him—has a habit of speaking 
for himself and at his own time. If his friends 
see fit to quarrel! about what he thinks, it is their 
quarrel and not his; but whenever a public exi- 
pony may require him to vet on the question that 

ivides them, he will probably settle it, for he is 
afrank and truthful man, His friends need have 
no controversy on this question, as he has no 
concealments. He has not only spoken on this 
subject to the people of the North, but to those 
of the South. I have his amnesty proclamation 
which was read to us On the 9th of December, and 
has been scattered far and widd in the rebel States 
as the agencies at his command could carry it. 
What does he say there? The object of that proc- 
lamation is the restoration of the Uiiton by the or- 
ganization of loyal States on confederate terri- 
tory. Among other things the preamble says: 

“Whereas it is now desired by some persons heretofore 

in said rebellion to resume their allegiance to the 
loyal’ State governments 





- 


ee 
re 
. 

: 

: 

q 
5) 
j 
ql 
i 
 * 
R 


OE asd 


‘Ae eh i a I OT TT TAT ae tt i TE NOOR AIS CRONE a PE  S 





gmie; Lo invest with a new office by solemn rites.”’ 
The vecy object the President desires, as ex- 
preseed eo clearly in this admicable paper, is the 
reiustuntion of 
tory over which they ence prevailed. 

l care not whether the States to be instituted be 
as large aw Texas or as emalles Delaware. When 
avy given portion of the county ehall be peopled 
by loyal men, who shall meet in convention and 
edopt a constitution and present it to Congress 
asking admission inte the Union, it will be our 
duty to consider the constitution and to determine 
on the question of admission. Here, again, my 
Views appear to be in perfect consonance wit 
those of the Presidents for ow thie eubject the 
proclamation sa yas 

* And 6 ts suggcoted as not im chat in constructing 
aloyal Grate government in any State, the name of the 
State, the boundary, the subdivisions, the constitution, and 
the general code of Jaws as before the rebellion be main- 
talned, «abject only to the modifieations made necessary 
by the conditions lereinbefore stated, and each others, if 
auy, Hot contravening the said conditions, and which may 


be decaned expedient by those framing the new State gov- 
erunrent.”” 


Does the President insist upon the revival of 
the names, boundaries, or subdivisions of former 
States? No. But as it might in some instances 
be prepesed to maintain all or any of them he 
suggests that itwould not be deemed improper to 
slosno. Why may not the twe Carolinas be com- 
bined and called the State of Carolina, if so the 
people eecupying that tion of territory de- 
tecmine, and, having held a proper convention 
representing all the territory within the two old 
Swtee, come and ask us toacrept the constitution 
ond admit the State ino the Union. Or suppose 
they come with two constitutions springing from 
two conventions, one representi ple who 
oceupy the old Sate of North occlisncike other 
the people who dwell within the limits of the old 
State of South Carolina; would it not be proper 
to admit the one or both as the case might be? 
Neither the Constitution nor the President’s am- 
nesty proclamation make it neceasary that the 
limits or name of a future State shail be determ- 
ined by what existed prior to the overthrow of 
the now rebellious States. 

Sir, the question whether those States are in 
or out of the Union is said by some gentlemen 
to be an unimportant one, t think it is a very 
impertant one,and may, before a great while, be 
of great practical importance. e have before 
us a bill from the Senate providing for the amend- 
mout of the Constitution of the United States. 
Hlow many and what States are to pass upon 
that question? Under article five,of the Cousti- 
tution, should it receive a two-thirds vote in this 
House, it will be submited to the Legislatures 
of the States, aud if ratified by three fourths there- 
of it will be valid to all intents and parposes as 
part of the Cepniiate yee the ae States in 
or out of the on for the pur passi 
on this proposed ment? if the Ptave vntew 
fails in this House the Legislatures of two thirds 
of the States may require us.to call a convention 
for proposing amendments. The Legislatures 
of two thirds ef how many States must unite in 
such a request? In either of these caseawe must 
kuow whether the confederate States are in or 
out of the. Union before we can determine this 
vital question. Certainly these age practical - 
tions—guestions which must be settled, 1 
no fear as to what the decision of the Supreme 
Court will be if we act upon the theory thatthe 
old States have been utterly abolished. The 
three fourths of the remaining States will unques- 
tonably be held to be adequate to act, becanae, 
the theory that the rebellious States no longer 
exist.as States of the Union is true and in har- 
mouy with decisions aleeady pronounced 
by the Supreme Court. 

itis in another point.of view a question of great 
practical importanee, We have a presidential 
clection pea in which it may become import- 
vat; and there should be some —— well-defined 
expression of the opinion of Congress on the sub- 
ject before the le contingency arises. lis 
notfrank, i cerwiuly js.not courageous, in a ime 
like this to shirk a great question because it is 
eee that it wer uste no practical importance ; 
while it may on the other be used as a means 
of extreme Meee eee 
overthrow of the Governmem. ‘Fhe President re- 
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tion. He prepared the people of the Seath by | 
his proclamation to expect Congress to act on the \ 
subject by saying in his offer of amnesty: | 
‘it may be proper to further say that whether members 
sent to Congress trom any State shall be admitted to seats 
constitutionally rests exclusively with the respective 
Houses, and not to any extent with the Exceutive.”’ 
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| we eannat have peace between a conqueted aod 
a conquering people or their descenda 


Sir, the President, in the proclamation | have 


referred to, offers, with few exceptions, general 
| pardon to the 
| his tight.to offer pardon is denied. His right to 
grant conditional pardon is denied. His right to 


ople of the rebel country. Bat 


I apprehend that nobody can deny that we have |! pardon the people en masse is denied. ‘These de- 


properly passed on questions of the admission of 
gentlemen coming here claiming to represent the 
loyal people of rebellious Sates, Congress alone 
can determine who shall be a member thereof. 

But the President, as if to remove all possible 
doubt as to his clear recognition of the power and 
duty of Congress in the premises, says: 

“And still further, that this proclamation ts intended to 
present ihe pore of the States wherein the vational an- 
thority has u suspended and the loyal State govern- 
ments have been subverted a mode in and by which the 
national authority and loyal Suste governments may be re- 
established within said States or in any of them, and white 
the mode presented is the best the Exeentive can suggest | 
with his present impressions, it must not be understood || 
that no other possible mode would be acceptabie.” | 

It was certainly a mischievous spirit that 
prompted the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
ae to claim that the opinions he expressed 
were those of the author of the amnesty procla- 
mation. 

1 object in part to the bill before us, because it 
is drawn rather too largely from the President's 
plan. It leaves to a military man, a brigadier 

eneral, the organization of the new governments. 
Mr. Speaker, we have a simple and a better mode 
of governing Territories. We give them aterri- 
torial government,a Governor, secretary, judges, 
and the right to electa Territorial Legislature; and 
provide for their formiug a constitution whenever 
they have sufficient population to constitute a State 
and to apply for admission intothe Union, This 
method operated admirably during the long period 
in which we grew from thirteen to thirty-three 
States. The fuct that most distinctly presaged 
this war, wasan attempt to depart from it and es- 
tablish a vew one based on one of Lwo novel theo- 
ries, that of popularsovereiguity, or that of the rec- 
ognition of slavery as a national and not a local 
institution. We have already seentheevil effects 
of adeparture from our territorial system and ofa 
military governor attempting to organize a State. 
The experiment has been made in Louisiana, 
wherea general announced that martiallaw wasthe 
fundainental law of the State in the proclamation 
in which he ordered the first election and fixed the 
day on which it should be held. Indeed, he un- 
dertook by proclitmation to make a constitutien 
for the State. Accepting the constitution of the 
old State ag a basis, he set aside two distinct 
clauses of it, one which proliibited soldiers.in the 
service of the United Sintes Government from 
voting, and another which related to and regulated 
slavery; and the question is already powerfully 
made by loyal citizens of New Orleans, why did 
he not strike out the clauses highly prejudieral to 
them? No man will dewy that the election was 
shaped by the military power, wielded by that 
general. He struck out or permitted to xemain 
so much of what he was pleased to ize as 
a constitution as'was ble to him, there 
is no reason why he should not have @tricken out 
more, or, if he had the power to strike out, why he 
should not have added clauses. In faét, his mili- 
tary regulations were equivalent to new clauses in 
the pretended constiiuuon. The election was a 
ridiculous farce, because General Banks assumed 
to be governed by what did M®texist—the constitu- 
tion of Louisiana, which had been overihrown 
when she withdrew her Senators from this Capitol 
and heranembers from this House. he knew 
it had no force asa binding law is patent from the 
fact that he exscinded vital provisions by his mere 
edict. So will it.be everywhere if Congress do 
not provide the means df reconstruction. There- 
fore it js that I would prefer to apply our old 
territorial system to the reorganization of the 
entire territory of the confederacy, but will, rather 
than omit all legiglation oa the subject, vote for 
Gueephiee 27 ahenene eee! bp ae 
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op) aud others toll us thet, before we 
ish any governments in the revolted: 
we mustexterm ate the peo- 
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lion people, 


and 

but less 

the people and ancestors 

40 otcu 

ries of tive Northwest and the 


stituted, resting aaicd 


nials may be made in ignorance, but I] fear they 
are prompted by a mischievous spirit. Certain 
itis they who make them shut their eyes against 


what they know to be the law of the land or speak 


in utter ignorance of that law, Such pardons have 
constitutional, congressional, and judicial sanc- 
tion. The pardoning power is vested in the Pres- 


ident by section two of article two of the Consti- 
tation. And Congress, foreseeing the necessit 
for the exercise of that power in behalf of the 
rebels against the Government, by an act ap- 
uly 17, 1862, provided as follows: 

‘That the President is hereby authorized, at any time 
hereafter, by proclamation, to extend to persons whu may 
have participated in tire rebellion, in any State or part 
thereof, pardon and amnesty, with such exceptions and at 
such times and on such conditions as he may deem expe- 
dient for the public weifare.’? 

‘This is in accordance with settled law. The 
Supreme Court decided that the President may 
grant conditional pardous, (7 Peters’s Rep., p. 
It has deeided that a pardon does not take 
effect until it is accepted; thataman denying his 
guilt may rejectthe proposed pordon which pro- 
ceeds upon the basis of his i (7 Peters, p. 
161.) The Presidentalso follows Euglish prece- 
dents,asdid Washington, the first President of thie 
United States, who granted amnesty and pardon 
to the people of western Pennsylvania who had 
engaged iw the whisky insurrection. Charles H, 
before returning to England, April 16, 1660, is- 
sued a general amnesiy, proclaiming conduioual 
pardon with exceptions, such as our good Presi- 
dent has made; and he followed the course of 
George Il in what was termed the Jacobite revo- 
lution in 1745. You will find in chapter fifty- 
two, 23 George I], 1747, that that king issurd a 
proclamation granting conditional pardon to the 
Uish insurgents who had fought for the Pre- 
tender, Ah! but, say the champions of the rebels 
on this floor, the pardon will not be accepted, and 
you cannot conquer them, and if you could you 
would breed only perpetual civil war. Then, 
Mr. Speaker, this broad, fertile, beautiful, heaven- 
enriched country of ours, this land ‘upon which 
imagination paints three hundred million people 
dwelling in peace, with a measure and general 
diffusion of intelligence that the world has never 
seen, with a measure of comfort unequaled by that 
know» to any people on the earth, 1s doomed to 
perpetual war. For, sir, if we recognize the con- 
federacy aud create two conterminous marual re- 
pablics, with thousands of miles.of frontier aud 
conflicung systems of labor, we will make war 
inevitably perpetual. 
let us see whether those gentlemen speak 
from the teachings of history or with fair judg- 
ment of ‘the facts that surround us, or neh 
sel of their sympathy with our foes. t me 
» Sir, that the progenitors of the hundreds 
of millions whe are to the South are not 
dwelling on that soilnow. The confederate States 
cluim to hold nearly one half of our territory 
lying east of the Rocky mountuins, a territory 
on which may dwell one hundred and fifty mil- 
won which there are now less 
than eight million white and four million black 


people. Throw your eyes across the Atlantic 
oo ¥ y 


‘Europe swarming with oppressed 
ahd aspiring picier Yo there 

of the unk who are 

py the South as well as the broad prai- 
0 ‘ fields of 
the Pacific slope: We must go beyond our 


enn. to find those who will populate it in the 


ong hereafter throygh which it isto live. Yet 
ever be hailed as the 
the civilization they in- 
on intelligence, morals, 
will prevail ever the whole ees 
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‘Year wft ‘crowded Old World the 
‘tide of t dedcion wilt pect and flow. The future 
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